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Because only Mitchell Gold offers recliners 
that don't look like recliners. Featuring 
sleek shapes, beautiful fabrics and 
leather, and mechanical innovations that 
dramatically improve form and function, 
our elegant new designs satisfy your 




MITCHELL GOLD 



desire for comfort and your passion for 
style. So go ahead. Bring something a 
little daring into your relationship. 
Bring home a sleek recliner from 
Mitchell Gold. To learn more, visit our 
Web site, or call 800-789-5401. 
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ON SEPTEMBER 21ST, THE ENTERTAINMENT COMMUNITY CAME TOGETHER 
TO HELP THE NATION HEAL THROUGH THE POWER OF MUSIC... 




SONGS FROM 
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TELETHON 
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FEATURING THE 

songs from *STEVIE WONDER* 
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WITH MUSICAL 

tributes by N E I L Y 0 U N G ★ A L I C I A 
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★ WYCLEF JEAN * MARIAH CAREY* 

BON IOVI * SHERYL CROW* STING 

* EDDIE VEDDER* PAUL SIMON* 

CELINE DION*WILLIE NELSON 

The historic two-hour live broadcast that raised more than 
$100 million and was watched by 89 million viewers. 

Be a part of that night and continue to help America's Heroes. 

AVAILABLE ON 2CD SET, DVD VHS -12.4.01™.™,^™ 

OR THE BENEFIT OF THE SEPTEMBER 11 TELETHON FUND 

ROYALTIES EQUAL TO THE DISTRIBUTOR'S NET PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE SEPTEMBER 11 TELETHON FUND 
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new partnership with 
AIDS Project Los Angeles 
to help people living with 
HIV/AIDS across the state. 

California AIDSRide, the most successful AIDS fundraising event in the United States, and 
AIDS Project Los Angeles, one of the largest AIDS service providers in America, are proud to 
announce a new partnership that will revolutionize the impact of the Ride and make it better than 
ever. In addition to providing vital services to people with AIDS and HIV in Los Angeles, the new 
partnership will, for the first time, distribute funds across the state of California. It will open up fund- 
ing to an array of agencies that serve communities disproportionately impacted by the epidemic, 
allowing more people than ever to benefit. The AIDSRide raises more money than any other AIDS 
fundraiser. Now it will allow more Califomians in need than ever to benefit. This is a moment many 
people with AIDS have waited for. Now it's here. The AIDSRide now helps the whole state, including: 
Los Angeles • San Francisco • Oakland • Orange County • San Diego • San Bernardino/Riverside • San Jose • Palm Springs 



Registration is now open. 
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letter from the editor in chief judy wieder 



Missing evidence 




Although I recently wrote about the events of Sep- 
tember 11 in The Advocate, I nevertheless find 
myself unable to begin my year-in-review letter 
without noting, one more time, how everything 
has changed. The scary part is, unless you live in New York 
City or Washington, DC, you can't find the actual wounds. You 



can only read about them or — now 
with all the network year-end wrap- 
up shows — watch them over and 
over again on television. There 
seems to be a free-floating anxiety, 
like the refined anthrax dust that 
may or may not be in the air. Yes, 
something horrible and forever dam- 
aging has happened, but where is it? 

Being a New Yorker by 
birth, I, of course, had to 
rush back to "see" for my- 
self. Never has something 
missing been such a pow- 
erful sight to behold. 
Amid the dust, I couldn't 
find what was gone. Wire 
fences kept me from 
acres of empty space that 
once touched the sky. 
Buildings miles away 
from "ground zero" were 
still being washed down 
to find their windows and doors. It 
was unspeakable. 

And yet New Yorkers were talk- 
ing to each other again. People were 
watching and reading the news and 
discussing it. I couldn't believe it. It 
was like the old days. Taxi drivers — 
including those wearing turbans — 
usually unwilling, uninterested, or 
unable to talk to me, were smiling 
and chatting away about how won- 
derful America is. The energy of the 
living was literally rushing in and 
filling the spiritual burial ground left 
behind by the twin towers. After 
several days of absorbing every- 
thing in Manhattan, I moved on to 
D.C. There, a few miles away from 



the White House, across the Po- 
tomac River, I stood, stunned at the 
sight of the Pentagon. Finally I 
could take in one view that told a 
complete story. With all the nonstop 
coverage of the devastation in New 
York, the obliteration of America's 
famous war rooms had gone under- 
reported. I'm sure there were many 






reasons for this, but seeing it for 
myself, in person, caused an old 
Phil Ochs song lyric to drift through 
my mind: "And do you have a pic- 
ture of the pain?" 

Despite my own wrecked state, 
the renewal of spirit I had experi- 
enced with New Yorkers had 
spread. I was amazed at the flurry 
of fresh energy and upbeat feelings 
going on in D.C. Everyone wanted 
to talk to everyone else about ab- 
solutely everything. 

People interested in the news 
again? People trying to connect with 
the meaningful things in their lives? 
What could be better for the nation's 
leading gay and lesbian news- 



magazine. Gay issues — deep in the 
fabric of America and anything that 
happens to America — are suddenly 
everywhere again. We've got Jerry 
Falwell (who refused to be inter- 
viewed for this magazine) shooting 
himself in the foot after putting it in 
his mouth. We've got Mark Bing- 
ham's mother, lovers, business part- 
ners, and friends saying yes to help- 
ing us put together Mark's life's story 
so that we can honor him as The Ad- 
vocate's Person of the Year. We've 
got a new war going on with gay peo- 
ple fighting in it We've got the ashes 
of buildings with gay and lesbian po- 
lice and firefighters digging through 
them. We've got new waves of gay 
men losing their lives to 
AIDS (see Lance Loud's 
"A Death in An Ameri- 
can Family"), while 
messages about the dis- 
ease — and funding for 
it — are more uncertain 
than ever. 

And don't think the 
dive-bombers of 2001 
managed to destroy our 
closets. They only 
turned them to glass. 
Much like the little hero 
of The Sixth Sense, we at The Advo- 
cate "see gay people," but it's not 
OK to talk about them. Yes, we pho- 
tographed and interviewed many of 
the year's best and brightest, but 
many more could not be acknowl- 
edged because they feared the ex- 
posure. We even heard reports 
about friends of those crushed in 
the towers running to their apart- 
ments in efforts to "de-gay" them 
before grieving family members got 
there. Talk about horrible and dam- 
aging things you can't see. Talk 
about something missing being a 
powerful sight to behold. 

And, by the way, how do you 
take a picture of that pain? ■ 



There, a few miles away from the White House, across the 
Potomac River, I stood, stunned at the sight of the Pentagon. 
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YEAR' 



H2 ^ f c 




JANUARY 



1 11: □ Wanda Jean 
Allen, 41, becomes the 
first African-American 
woman since 1954 to 
be put to death in the 
United States. She 
had been found guilty 
of the murder of her 
lover, Gloria Leathers. 
1/15: The Army drops 
its plan to dismiss 
openly gay Arizona 
state representative 
Steve May from the 
Army Reserve after 
May agrees not to 
reenlist when his term 
as a reservist ends. 
1 19: The Republican 
Unity Coalition is 
launched in an effort 
to help the GOP be- 
come more inclusive 
of gay people. 
1/20: Mary Cheney, 
the openly lesbian 
daughter of Vice Pres- 
ident Dick Cheney, at- 
tends her father's and 
President George W. 
Bush's inauguration 



with her partner, 
Heather Poe. 
1/26: Diane Alexis 
Whipple is fatally at- 
tacked in the hallway of 
her San Francisco 
apartment building by 
two Presa Canario 
dogs in the presence of 
one of their owners, 
Marjorie Knoller. 
Knoller and her hus- 
band, Robert Noel, 
lived down the hall 
from Whipple and her 
partner, Sharon Smith. 



FEBRUARY 



2/7: The White House 

backpedals after chief 
of staff Andy Card 



says its office on AIDS 
policy would be 
closed. "The office of 
AIDS policy will con- 
tinue at the White 
House," spokesman 
Ari Fleischer says. 
2/26: The Greater New 
York Councils of the 
Boy Scouts of America 
tells New York's city 
council that it is trying 
to persuade the nation- 
al group to change its 
"repugnant" ban on 
gay scouts. 



MARCH 



3 8: Democratic 
Rhode Island state 
representative Nancy 



fcfT 



l comes 
out in an op-ed piece 
for The Providence 
Journal. 

3/12: The National Cen- 
ter for Lesbian Rights 

files a wrongful death 
suit on behalf of 
Sharon Smith, the part- 
ner of Diane Whipple, 
against the owners of 
the dogs that killed 
Whipple. The suit is 
filed even though Cali- 
fornia law prohibits 
gay people from filing 
such suits for the 
wrongful deaths of 
their partners. 
3/13: Mormon-run 
Bngham Young Univer- 
sity suspends sopho- 
more Richard Escoto 
for "homosexual con- 
duct." Another stu- 
dent, senior Matthew 
Grierson, was told 
earlier in the month to 
either withdraw from 
the university or face 
a two-year suspen- 
sion for holding anoth- 
er man's hand. 



3/16: A Texas ap- 
peals court upholds 
the state's sodomy 
law — which pertains 
only to same-sex 
sexual acts. 
3/18: QPans elects 
openly gay Bertrand 
Ddanoe as mayor. 
3/19: The Berkeley, 
CaBf^ poice depart- 
ment begins requiring 
all employees to take 
a six-hour awareness 
class on GLBT issues. 
3/24: An Arkansas 
judge strikes down the 
state's sodomy law. 
3/31: □ Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger an- 
nounces the end of 
her controversial TV 
show, Dr. Laura. 



APRIL 



PROUD DAUGHTER MARY CHENEY (FAR RIGHT) LOOKS ON WHILE DAD GETS SWORN IN. 



4/1: A lesbian couple 
and three gay couples 

in Amsterdam become 
the first same-sex 
couples in the world to 
be legally married. ► 
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NEWS OF THE YEAR 



TIME LINE 



The couples wed in a 
communal ceremony 
just minutes after the 
Dutch law granting 
same-sex marriage 
takes effect. 
4/9: President Bush 
appoints Scott Evertz 
as director of the 
White House Office of 
National AIDS Policy, 
making Evertz Bush's 
first openly gay ap- 
pointee and the first 
gay person to head 
the AIDS office. 
4/10: Defense secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld 
hires openly gay 
Stephen Herb its, who 
opposes the mili- 
tary's "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy. For 
the month Herbits 
serves as a consul- 
tant, he screens ap- 
plicants for top de- 
partment jobs. 
4/11: The Massachu- 
setts-based I 



(files a law- 
suit on behalf of seven 
gay and lesbian cou- 
ples seeking to over- 
turn the state's ban on 
same-sex marriages. 
4 13: □ The Puerto 



applies domestic vio- 
lence laws to same- 
sex couples. Although 
Gov. Sila Calderon 
says she "respects" 
the decision, she says 
she will not allow her 
administration to take 
any steps toward rec- 
ognizing same-sex 
marriages. 
4/16: H Film director 



resigns from the Boy 
Scouts of America's 
advisory board be- 
cause of the BSA's 
antigay policies. 
4/21: Elizabeth Toledo 
says she will step 




CRUISE: ONE LAWSUIT DOWN, ONE TO GO 



down as executive di- 
rector of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force. In late May 
NGLTF announces 
Toledo's replace- 
ment, Lorri Jean, the 
former executive di- 
rector of the Los An- 
geles Gay and Les- 
bian Center. 
4/30: The San Fran- 
cisco board of super- 
visors approves a 
plan that would allow 
city funds to pay for 
sex changes for city 
employees. 



THE WORLD'S FIRST LEGALLY MARRIED GAY COUPLES CUT THE CAKE IN AMSTERDAM. 



MAY 



5/2: Anthony Romero, a 

35-year-old gay Lati- 
no, is named execu- 
tive director of the 
American Civil Liber- 
ties Union. 

5/4: Tom Cruise files a 

$100 million defama- 
tion lawsuit against 
Chad Slater, a gay- 
pom star whose stage 
name is Kyle Bradford, 
because Slater al- 
legedly told a French 
magazine he had had 
an affair with Cruise. 
5/8: Arizona governor 
Jane Hul signs a bill 
repealing a state law 
that outlawed sodomy, 
oral sex, and cohabi- 
tation by unmarried 
couples. 

5/10: □ Police raid a 
gay ntghtdub on the 

Hie and round up 55 




5/15: Maryland gover- 



WOWEREIT: BERLIN'S FIRST CAY MAYOR 



men for "deviant sex- 
ual acts." The ques- 
tioning leads police to 
detain 52 men. Egypt- 
ian laws do not explic- 
itly outlaw homosexu- 
ality, but the practice 
is taboo in the conser- 
vative, mostly Muslim 
country. 

5/10: Ronald Gay, who 

in 2000 killed one per- 
son and injured six 
others in a shooting at 
a Roanoke, Va., gay 
bar, pleads guilty to 
first-degree murder 
and six counts of mali- 
cious wounding. He is 
sentenced to life in 
prison on July 23. 
5/0: Texas governor 
Rick Perry signs the 
t Byrd Jr. Hats 
I into law, 
strengthening penal- 
ties for offenses 
against minorities, 
gays, and others. The 
measure is named for 
the east Texas black 
man who was dragged 
to death behind a pick- 
up truck in 1998 by 
three white men. 



signs a bill making his 
state the 12th to ban 
discrimination 
against gays, ending 
a decade-long battle 
by gay rights groups 
to add the phrase 
"sexual orientation" 
to the state's antidis- 
crimination law. A 
conservative group 
called Take Back 
Maryland immediate- 
ly challenges the law, 
launching a petition 
drive to put the law 
before voters in a 
referendum. 
5/18: A Minnesota 
judge strikes down the 
state's sodomy law. 
5/19: The Army re- 
jects an appeal of an 
unsuccessful wrong- 
ful death lawsuit filed 
by Patricia Kutteles, 
the mother of Pfc 
Barry Winchdl,a21- 
year-old gay soldier 
who was beaten to 
death in 1999 by fel- 
low soldiers. The ap- 
peal was Kutteles's 
last chance to seek 
redress under the 
Military Claims Act. 



JUNE 



6/1: Tin White House 

declines to issue a 
gay pride proclama- 
tion, as it had done 
under President Clin- 
ton. "The president 



believes every person 
should be treated with 
dignity and respect, 
but he does not be- 
lieve in politicizing 
people's sexual orien- 
tation," spokesman 
Scott McClellan says. 
8/1: At the annual Boy 
Scouts of America na- 
tional meeting, lead- 
ers of Scout councils 
in seven of the na- 
tion's largest cities pe- 
tition the organization 
to drop its policy bar- 
ring gay scouts and 
leaders. 

6/5: The 20th anniver- 
sary of AIDS: A report 
on five cases of what 
would come to be 
known as AIDS first 
appeared June 5, 
1981, in the "Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly 
Report" by the then- 
named Centers for 
Disease Control. 
6/13: Hawaii enacts a 
gay-inclusive hate- 
crimes law. The new 
law allows enhanced 
sentencing of people 
convicted of felonies 
in which the victim 
was selected because 
of disability, ethnicity, 
national origin, sexual 
orientation, race, or 
religion. It also calls 
for statistics to be kept 
on hate crimes. 
I/It Openly gay Klaus 
Wowereit is selected 
as interim mayor of 
Berlin. His position as 
mayor is solidified in 
October when citi- 
zens overwhelmingly 
elect him to a full five- 
year term. 
617: The united 
Me fl ionT. it Church sus- 
pends two Seattle 
pastors because they 
revealed that they are 
gay. The reverends 
Mark Williams ► 
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and Karen Dammann 
take their case to the 
church's judicial 
council, which on 
October 29 upholds 
the denomination's 
ban on gay clergy who 
are not celibate. 
6/21: Romania decrimi- 
nalizes gay sex, in part 
to increase its 
chances of being 
accepted into the 
European Union. 
6/21: The badly 
ecomposed body of 
Fred Martinez Jr., a 
16-year-old transgen- 
dered Navajo boy, is 
found outside Cortez, 
Colo. A few weeks 
later, 18-year-old 
Shaun Murphy of 
Farmington, N.M., is 
charged with first- 
and second-degree 
murder in connection 
with the killing. 
6/29: US. J 



says there is no 
evidence that sexual 
orientation can be 
changed. 



JULY 



7/!l:The White 
House backs away 
from a proposal to 
give the Salvation 
Aran/ and other reli- 
gious groups an ex- 
emption from state 
and local nondiscrim- 
ination laws in 
exchange for sup- 
porting the Adminis- 
tration's faith-based 
funding plan. 
7/23: U.S. district 



IN dismisses charges 
that a state-funded 
Baptist agency in 
Kentucky broke the 
law when it fired a 
woman because she 
is a lesbian. However, 
Simpson leaves intact 



one of the suit's 
questions: whether 
government money 
should goto religious 
institutions to provide 
social services. 
7/27: H California su- 
perior court Judge A. 
James Robertson II 
rules that Sharon 
Smith can sue the 
owners of the dogs 
that fatally mauled 
her partner, Diane 
Whipple, for wrongful 
death even though 
Smith is not a surviv- 
ing spouse under 
the law. 



AUGUST 



8/10: A month after a 
Boston Boy Scouts 
council says it won't 
discriminate based 
on sexual orientation, 
the group rejects 
Mark Noel's applica- 
tion for membership. 
Noel had been fired 
as a New Hampshire 
troop leader because 
he is gay. 

8/18: Scotland Yard 

issues a guide to all 
officers asking them 
to avoid calling gay 
and lesbian people 



the contenders who 
announce their inten- 
tions to run for the 
North Carolina seat: 
are openly gay Demo- 
cratic superior court 
judge Ray Warren, 
who once worked 
for Helms. 
8/30: U.S. district 
judge James 
Lawrence King up- 
holds Florida's ban on 
same-sex adoption. 



SEPTEMBER 



9/1: Anm Hocho mar- 
ries Coley Laffoon. 
She announces her 



7/28: The South 
Dakota transporta- 
tion department re- 
fuses to let the Sioux 
Empire Gay and Los- 
bian Coalition partici- 
pate in the state's 
Adopt-a-Highway 
program because it 
would require the 
state to post a high- 
way sign with the 
group's name. After 
the group threatens 
to sue. South Dakota 
governor Bill Jank- 
low announces on 
August 17 that the or- 
ganization will get its 
sign. Janklow adds 
that all signs in the 
program will by re- 
placed by generic 
ones by the end of 
the year. 



"homosexuals," 
explaining that the 
word is "a medical 
term used to crimi- 
nalize lesbians, gay 
men, and bisexuals in 
the 19th century" and 
"should generally be 
avoided." 
8/22: The Human 
Rights Campaign re- 
leases a comprehen- 
sive analysis of the 
2000 U.S. Census 
Bureau figures, which 
show that gay and 
lesbian families live in 
99.3% of all counties 
in the nation. 
8/22: Notoriously anti- 
gay U.S. senator JOSSO 
Helms announces that 
he will retire at the 
end of his fifth term, in 
January 2003. Among 



pregnancy on Sep- 
tember 5 during a TV 
interview with Bar- 
bara Walters. 
9/5: Vermont gover- 




best known for cham- 
pioning the state's 
civil unions law, an- 
nounces he will not 
seek reelection. On 
November 19 Dean 
says he has formed a 
political action com- 
mittee, which could 
be his first step to- 
ward a possible 2004 
presidential bid. 
9/ftQ Hundreds of 
gay men and lesbians 
are among the victims 
and the rescue work- 
ers affected by the 
terrorist attacks in 
New York City, Wash- 



ington, D.C., and 
Pennsylvania. 
9/13:0 Appearing on 
Pat Robertson's Chris- 
tian TV program The 
700 Club, the Rev. 
Jerry Fatweil blames 
gay people in part for 
the terrorist tragedy, 
saying, "I really be- 
lieve that the pagans 
and the abortionists 
and the feminists and 
the gays and the les- 
bians who are actively 
trying to make that an 
alternative lifestyle... 
all of them who have 
tried to secularize 
America — I point the 
finger in their face and 
say, 7ou helped this 
happen.'" 
9/14: President Bush 
authorizes the Depart- 
ment of Defense to 
issue a "stop-loss" 
order that suspends 
most military dis- 
charges, including 
those of lesbian and 
gay service members 
who violate the mili- 
tary's "don't ask, don't 
tell" policy. While 
some military branch- 
es issue the stop-loss 
orders, no branch in- 
cludes among its sus- 
pended discharges 
those based on sexual 
orientation. 
9/22: Sen. John McCain 
gives a tearful eulogy 
at the memorial ser- 
vice in Berkeley, 
Calif., for openly gay 
rugby player Mark 
Bingham, a passenger 
on the ill-fated United 
Airlines Flight 93. 



OCTOBER 



10/11: The Losi 
Gay and Lesbian Can- 
ter and the San Fran- 
cisco AIDS Foundation, 

the two beneficiaries 
of the California ► 
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AIDS Ride, announce 
they will no longer be 
a part of the Pallotta 
TeamWorks-pro- 
duced event. Instead 
the organizations will 
put on their own 
fund-raising event, 
The AIDS/LifeCycle. 
On November 8, Pal- 
lotta TeamWorks an- 
nounces a new part- 
nership with AIDS 
Project Los Angeles. 
10/11: New York 
governor George 
Pallid issues an exec- 
utive order granting 
the surviving partners 
of gay and lesbian vic- 
tims of the September 
11 World Trade Cen- 
ter attacks benefits, 
equal to those of 
heterosexual victims' 
spouses, from the 
state's Crime Victims 
Board. 

10/13: The Associated 
Press releases a 
photo of a ILS. Navy 
bomb headed for 
Afghanistan with the 
phrase "High jack this 
fags" scrawled on the 
side, setting off a 
firestorm of criticism. 
The Navy condemns 
the graffiti. 
10/18: Shaun Murphy 
pleads innocent to 
first- and second-de- 
gree murder charges 
in the killing of trans- 
gendered 16-year-old 
Fred Martinez Jr. 
^0; 25c Chen Gol^stc^n 
and Holly Perdue of 
Worcester, Vt., file 
suit against the state 
of Mississippi over 
health officials' al- 
leged refusal to issue 
a birth certificate for 
the son they adopted 
four years ago. Gold- 
stein and Perdue 
claim that since the 
adoption, the state 



has refused to issue 
an amended birth cer- 
tificate naming them 
as his parents. 



NOVEMBER 



111: The Salvation 
Amy' s Western terri- 
tory, which encom- 
passes 13 states, an- 
nounces that it will 
extend benefits to the 
same-sex partners of 
its employees. Eleven 
days later the organi- 
zation's national lead- 
ership extinguishes 
the offer, instituting a 
new policy stripping 
its regional entities of 
the authority to make 
decisions regarding 
health care benefits 
for employees. 
11/5: A Colorado court 
rules that gay parents' 
sexual orientation 
cannot be used to 
deny them visitation 
with their children. 
11/ 6: Gay rights legisla- 
Hon and pro gay poM~ 
dam win big at polls. 
Among the notable re- 
sults: Gay rights are 
victorious in three 
local ballot initiatives 
in Michigan and an- 
other in Miami Beach, 
Fla.; Denver extends 
antidiscrimination 
protection based on 
gender identity. 
ttfli A federal jury 
rules that three Min- 
ersville, Pa., police of- 
ficers are not respon- 
sible for the death of 
Marcus Wayman, an 
18-year-old high 
school football player 
who killed himself in 
1997 after officers al- 
legedly threatened to 
tell Wayman's family 
he was gay. 
fl/14: The four-month 
trial of 52 Egyptian men 



arrested for having 
gay sex comes to a 
close. One man is 
sentenced to five 
years in prison, anoth- 
er to three years, and 
20 men to two years 
each, while 29 are ac- 
quitted. (Another was 
sentenced earlier.) 
But just one day after 
thesentencings,the 
International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights 



takes effect after op- 
ponents abandon their 
attempt to put the law 
before voters for No- 
vember 2002. 
11/27: Local chapters 
of Parents, Families, 

■ m • . ■ . a i i 

ana menus oi ussmans 
and Gays launch a hol- 
iday-season protest of 
the Salvation Army's 
antigay policies by 
dropping "reminder 
bills" into the organi- 




XV 



PATAKI GRANTS BENEFITS TO GAY SEPTEMBER 11 SURVIVORS; SEN. CLINTON LOOKS ON. 




Commission learns 
that four more men 
were arrested on sim- 
ilar charges in Cairo 
on November 10. 
11/17: Aaron Webster, 
a 41 -year-old gay man 
from Vancouver, 
Canada, is found 
beaten to death in the 
city's Stanley Park. 
Webster was beaten 
with a baseball bat or 
a pool cue. 
11/21: Maryland's law 
banning discrimination 
against gay people 



zation's trademark red 
collection kettles that 
read, in part, "I would 
have donated $5, but 
the Salvation Army's 
decision to discrimi- 
nate against gay and 
lesbian employees 
prevents my donation 
now and in the 
future." 

11/28: Tom Cruise 

drops a $100 million 
lawsuit against 
Michael Davis, pub- 
lisher of Bold maga- 
zine, after Davis 



states he does not 
have a videotape of 
Cruise having sex with 
a man. The court rul- 
ing includes a stipula- 
tion that reads in part, 
"[Cruise] is not and 
never has been, 
homosexual and has 
never had a homosex- 
ual affair." 



DECEMBER 



12/1: World AIDS Day 
cwrnnemorationstake 

place across the 
globe, including the 
release of a remake 
of Marvin Gaye's 
"What's Goin' On?" by 
members of Destiny' s 
Child, 'N Sync, No 
Doubt and other acts. 
Proceeds from the 
single benefit various 
AIDS organizations. 
t2/ 4: The American Red 
Cross issues guide- 
lines regarding gay 
survivors of the Sep- 
tember 11 attacks — 
making it the first na- 
tional relief agency to 
provide detailed poli- 
cies on how to respect 
same-sex relation- 
ships when determin- 
ing eligibility for disas- 
ter-related assistance. 
12/5: Antigay rev- 
erend Pat Robertson 
resigns as president 
and member of the 
board of directors of 
the equally antigay 
Christian Coalition. 
12/5: President Bush 
names gay-friendly 
former Montana gov- 
ernor Mare Racket to 
head the Republican 
National Committee. 
12/6: First — and, so 
far, only — openly gay 
Texas legislator Glen 
Maxey announces 
that he will not seek 
reelection. ■ 
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Gay marriage worldwide 

2001 was a year of small but numerous victories for same-sex partner rights by Dan Allen 



While nothing as dramatic 
as the enactment of 
Vermont's civil unions 
law happened for Amer- 
ican gay couples in 
2001, it was a watershed year in the ongo- 
ing fight for same-sex partner freedoms. 
A number of sweeping changes hap- 
pened overseas: Germany, Finland, and 
Portugal granted recognition to same-sex 
partnerships, and the Netherlands be- 
came the first country in history to allow 
lesbian and gay couples full marriage 
rights [see chart below]. But in the United 
States, the number of victories in court 
cases as well as in local and state legisla- 
tion may suggest that a steady step-by- 
step strategy is the way to go. 

In October, California governor Gray 
Davis signed a domestic-partnership bill 



that places the state second only to Ver- 
mont in terms of the rights and protec- 
tions afforded to same-sex couples. 
That acknowledgment says that. . .both 
the public and the government are now 
saying that same-sex families matter," 
says Michael Thurber, co-executive di- 
rector of Marriage Equality California. 

Several court cases this year chal- 
lenged existing laws to expand — or cre- 
ate — rights for legal same-sex partner- 
ship: notably, the seven gay and lesbian 
couples in Massachusetts who sued their 
state in April for the right to marry. New 
England gay rights group Gay and Les- 
bian Advocates and Defenders is repre- 
senting the couples in the case, which is 
expected to be heard in state superior 
court in early 2002. Though the suit is 
similar to the 1997 Vermont one that cul- 



minated in that state's decision to allow 
gay civil unions, the hope in Massachu- 
setts is to achieve nothing short of full 
marriage rights. "Right now [marriage is] 
a privileged bastion of heterosexuality, 
and it really need not be," says attorney 
Mary Bonauto of GLAD. 

"The challenge now is, How do we 
build on the extraordinary gains we 
made?" says Evan Wolfson, director of 
the Freedom to Marry Collaborative. 
"The answer is, by mounting careful 
cases and doing serious legislative 
work — but, most importantly, by engag- 
ing the public and moving them, person 
by person and group by group. And that's 
work everyone can do." ■ 

Allen is former editor of Los Angeles- 
based 'zine Planet Homo. 
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wing's willingness to demonize gay people? 
Maybe so, if conservative pundits' and 
politicians' responses to Jerry Falwell's 
finger-pointing are any indication. 
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T; 



he president believes that terrorists are responsible 
for these acts. He does not share those views, and 
believes that those remarks are inappropriate." 
White House spokesman Ken Lisaius. as quoted bylhe New York Times, September 15 



A 



MM MA I' I can say >S) I was profound- 
ly embarrassed and disap- 
pointed by [Falwell's and 
Robertson's] comments. They can try 
to take them back all they want, but the 
bottom line is that Uieir words are inde- 
fensible." — Conservative talk-show host Rush 
Limbaugh, on his Web site, September 17 





I 



MM | think what Jerry Falwell said 
was really an abomination. . . . 
He's doing as much harm to 
Christianity as the Islamic fundamen- 
talists, the terrorists, are doing to the 
fundamental religion of Islam." 
— Commentator Arianna Huffington, on ABC's 
Politically Incorrect With Bill Maher, September 17 



T 



J J sphere are folks that believe 
that there is sin in the land. 
But I don't believe God 
struck those people dead because of 
that." — Andrea Lafferty of the Traditional Values 
Coalition, responding to Falwell's remarks on Fox 
News Channel's^ O'Reilly Factor, September 18 



MM 



I ertainly [Falwell and Robert- 
son] have reminded the com- 
munity. . .that even ordained 
ministers of the faith are able terribly 
to misteach Christian thought." 
— Right-wing pundit William F. Buckley Jr„ writing 
in the National Review Online, September 18 





I 



MM I thought [what Falwell said] was stu- 
pid. [He] should have thought a little 
bit more about it before he said it." 
—Archconservative U.S. representative Bob Ban of 
Georgia, as quoted bylhe Hill, September 26 



"God continues to lift the 
curtain and allow the 
enemies of America to 
give us probably what we 
deserve.. . . The pagans 
and the abortionists and 
the feminists and the gays 
and the lesbians who are 
actively trying to make 
that an alternative 
lifestyle, the ACLU, People 
for the American Way — 
all of them who have tried 
to secularize America — 
I point the finger in their 
face and say, You helped 
this happen.' " 

— The Rev. Jerry Falwell, speaking to Pat Robertson on 
The 700 Club, September 13, Robertson immediately 
responded, "Well, I totally concur," 
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Salvation Army fatigue 



In less than a year's time, the 
charitable group has faced both 
scorn for its antigay policies 
and glory for its recovery work. 
As with the Boy Scouts, if s the 
scorn that may endure 

By Bob Adams 

Until 2001, for most people, 
mention of the Salvation Army 
conjured up warm images of 
volunteers ringing bells during 
the winter holidays and work- 
ers dispensing clothing and food to the 
poor. But during the past year the group 
became the latest venerated all-American 
institution to find itself at the center of 
the fight for gay rights. And on this issue, 
the evangelical charitable organization 
appeared far from benevolent 

"We learned a lot about these kinds of 
'mom and apple pie' nonprofits [in 
2001]," says Harold S. Levine, a New 
York consultant who has worked with 
numerous gay and mainstream charities. 
"We've learned that a number of organi- 
zations, including the Salvation Army, 
are glad to take our money but actively 
discriminate against us." 

It was a lesson already known to gay 
activists in San Francisco, where the or- 
ganization had given up a $3.5 million 
contract in 1998 rather than comply 
with a law requiring city-funded groups 
to provide domestic-partner benefits 
for employees. It wasn't until July, how- 
ever, that the Salvation Army's stead- 
fastly antigay policies first got national 
exposure, when a memo surfaced that 
outlined a secret deal with the White 
House to give the organization — and 
other religious nonprofits — immunity 
from state and local laws banning anti- 
gay discrimination or mandating "equal 
benefits to domestic partnership." In 
exchange, the Salvation Army promised 
lobbying support for President George 
Bush's proposed faith-based initiative, 
which would funnel federal funds to re- 
ligious charities. Once the memo was 
made public, the White House quickly 
backpedaled and said it would not 




consider the exemption. 

Controversy over the secret deal 
dogged the Salvation Army throughout 
the summer, but the charity's highly visi- 
ble mobilization in response to the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist attacks gave the or- 
ganization a virtual clean slate. Scores of 
Salvation Army workers and volunteers 
joined the rescue and cleanup efforts at 
New York City's ground zero and the 
other crash sites, so the charity ap- 
peared at the crest of the wave of nation- 
al unity that followed the attacks. Then 
in early November the organization's 



Gay money speaks 

"Three-dollar" bills filled Salvation Army buckets 
in protest of the group's antigay policies, 



Western territory, which represents 13 
states, opted to extend health care bene- 
fits to the partners of its unmarried em- 
ployees, including gays and lesbians, 
which would have put the San Francisco 
fight behind it. 

But for right-wing backers of the chari- 
ty, the atmosphere of national unity had 
its limits. Conservative groups Focus on 
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the Family, the Family Research Council, 
and others pressured the Salvation 
Army's national leaders to rescind the 
renegade Western territory's domestic- 
partner benefits. In striking down the 
benefits policy only 1 1 days after it was 
announced, the national office claimed it 
was merely responding to "internal and 
external constituencies" and confirming 
"adherence to biblical principles concern- 
ing marriage and the family," according 
to spokeswoman Theresa Whitfield. "Our 
policy is not and never has been designed 
to target gays," she insisted. 

The renewed tension between the 
Salvation Army's expressions of charity 
and its determination to discriminate 
against gay people echoes activists' 
vocal objections earlier in 2001 to 
Bush's faith-based initiative. Although 
the Salvation Army's Web site claims 
that its services are offered "to meet 
human needs in [Jesus'] name without 
discrimination," Lorri Jean, executive 
director of the National Gay and Les- 
bian Task Force, says she has had diffi- 
culty arranging a meeting with the char- 
ity's leaders to discuss her concerns. 

"We're particularly worried about 
vulnerable members of our community 
in need of medical care, food, shelter — 
things the Salvation Army provides 
that may be subject to rank bigotry," 
she says. 

It's hard to tell whether that bigotry, 
real or perceived, has had a bottom-line 
impact on the organization. Although 
Salvation Army officials say it's possible 
that donations may be off slightly for 
the year (final fund-raising figures won't 
be available until January), they at- 
tribute any decreases to the cooling 
economy. But behind this calm public 
veneer, organization officials were wor- 
ried enough about public response to 
recent controversies that they commis- 
sioned a damage-control survey and 
presented the study's results during a 
November public relations seminar held 
in Minneapolis, according to one person 
in attendance. 

The survey of 1,001 U.S. adults 
showed minimal awareness of the Sal- 
vation Army's employment practices 
and its involvement with the faith- ► 
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based initiative. Some, however, had a 
negative response to the group once told 
of its discriminatory policies. 

Such polling data suggests that the Sal- 
vation Army may have joined a growing 
list of once-revered organizations — like 
the Boy Scouts of America — whose altru- 
istic missions have now been inexorably 
eclipsed by questions about their antigay 
policies and their close connections to 
the far right "With the Boy Scouts, for the 
most part, momentum built up over time 
with non-gay-identified organizations like 
the United Way, school districts, corpora- 
tions, and other charities taking up oppo- 
sition to the Boy Scouts' policies," says 
David Smith, communications director 
for the Human Rights Campaign, a na- 
tional gay rights advocacy organization. "I 
believe the same thing will eventually 
happen with the Salvation Army, and it 
will percolate the same way across the 
country and create a potent backlash." 

That backlash is already apparent 
among some gay service groups and gays 
and lesbians who had been supporters of 
the charity. Several local chapters of Par- 
ents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays — led by the Genesee County, 
Mich., chapter — responded to the Salva- 
tion Army's holiday-season fund-raising 
efforts with a project protesting the 
group's policies. Instead of donating 
money, PFLAG members dropped bill- 
shaped notices in collection kettles that 
stated, "I would have donated $5, but the 
Salvation Army's decision to discriminate 
against gay and lesbian employees pre- 
vents my donation now and in the fu- 
ture... . Change your Discriminatory poli- 
cy." Basic Rights Oregon, a gay advocacy 
group based in Portland, staged a similar 
protest, using fake bills, in the denomina- 
tion of $3, that were dropped into Salva- 
tion Army buckets. 

Richard Virgilio, from the township of 
Denville, N.J., regularly contributed up- 
ward of $500 a year to the Salvation 
Army along with his partner but says he 
will never donate to the organization 
again. "When my partner and I heard the 
news, we looked and each other and 
kind of grimaced," he said. "We felt very 
bad about it because we had given the 
Salvation Army so much money over the 
years. And it turns out we were actually 
feeding the fire." ■ 



Find links to sites that are organizing protests against 
the Salvation Army at www.advocate.com 
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The controversy stirred up by renegade 
AIDS activists in San Francisco is just one of many 
distractions from an increasingly crucial question: 
Can AIDS prevention programs be fixed? By Chris Bull 



Michael Petrelis (left) and David Pasquarelli 
turn up their noses at an AIDS prevention flier. 



It was a scene that once would 
have made advocates for people 
with AIDS explode into the 
streets. On November 28 two well- 
known San Francisco AIDS ac- 
tivists, David Pasquarelli and Michael 
Petrelis, were arrested, handcuffed, 
and thrown into jail. Their crimes? Vi- 
olating a restraining order and stalking 
the targets of their protests. The men 
were each locked up in lieu of 
$500,000 bail — an unusually large 
bond, generally reserved for those 
charged with violent crimes. 

But the nation's most prominent 
AIDS lobbyists — some of whom had 
risked arrest themselves in the past — 



did not rally to the side of the impris- 
oned firebrands. In fact, many cheered 
the crackdown. "Throw away the 
keys," says Jeff Getty, a well-known 
San Francisco AIDS activist who has 
crossed swords with the two men. 
"Pasquarelli and Petrelis are the Al 
Qaeda of AIDS." 

"I don't even want to be in a story 
that calls these guys 'AIDS activists,'" 
adds Jeff Sheehy, a spokesman for the 
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies at 
the University of California, San Fran- 
cisco. "It is an abuse of language to call 
these terrorists 'activists.'" 

Pasquarelli could not be reached for 
comment, but speaking from the San 



Francisco jail, Petrelis tells Tfie Advo- 
cate that he has been targeted "because 
I have raised serious questions about 
the work of AIDS prevention groups 
and health officials who want to crack 
down on private sex lives of gay men. 
Never in my wildest dreams could I 
have believed they would go this far to 
shut us up." 

Coming during the 20th-anniversary 
year of the AIDS epidemic, the arrests 
have highlighted a growing nationwide 
debate about the future of AIDS preven- 
tion. After years of steady decline, the 
rate of new HIV infections is spiking up- 
ward, alarming epidemiologists and gay 
leaders alike. And there is little, if ^ 
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any, consensus about how to reinvigo- 
rate prevention campaigns, which have 
begun to fall on deaf ears among many 
gay men. 

At the same time, AIDS service 
groups are facing troubling questions 
about their funding. In November, act- 
ing in part on tips from Petrelis, federal 
officials deemed "obscene" two forums 
put on by Stop AIDS Project of San 
Francisco that sought to eroticize safer 
sex, and Health and Human Services 
secretary Tommy Thompson an- 
nounced that HHS would scrutinize 
federal funding for all AIDS preven- 
tion campaigns. Jumping on the 
bandwagon, three Republican con- 
gressmen wrote to Thompson 
charging that some moneys now 
being spent for AIDS education 
programs "could be better used for 
our War on Terrorism." 

In the emotionally charged envi- 
ronment of San Francisco AIDS pol- 
itics, Petrelis and Pasquarelli them- 
selves have drawn allegations of 
terrorism. Pasquarelli, 34, does not 
believe that HIV is the cause of 
AIDS. Petrelis, 42, accepts the nexus 
between HIV and AIDS but con- 
tends that, the threat of transmission 
among gay men has been wildly ex- 
aggerated. He also believes that the 
AIDS prevention efforts aimed at 
gay men are thinly veiled attempts 
to quash sexual liberation. Both 
men describe a vast conspiracy they 
have dubbed "AIDS Inc." among 
federal health officials, the San 
Francisco Department of Health, and 
nonprofit AIDS service groups to repress 
the sex lives of gay men. 

"Petrelis and Pasquarelli are the 
loudest proponents of denialism about 
the reality of AIDS, and they tap into a 
deep suspicion among some gay men of 
what the scientific and medical estab- 
lishment is telling them about unsafe 
sex," says longtime AIDS activist 
Gabriel Rotello, author of Sexual Ecolo- 
gy: AIDS and the Destiny of Gay Men. 
"They have succeeded in muddying the 
waters enough about the dangers HTV 
continues to pose that some men feel 
relatively comfortable ignoring the dire 
news about new infections." 

Citing litigation against Pasquarelli 
and Petrelis, Tom Coates, director of 



UCSF's Center for AIDS Prevention 
Studies and a frequent target of their 
ire, declined to comment for this arti- 
cle. But in an interview with Gay.com 
before the arrests, Coates openly flirted 
with the notion that AIDS prevention 
work had simply run its course. "AIDS 
just is not the dreaded disease it once 
was in the gay community," he said, 
"and, perhaps, people are taking risks 
because they have other priorities, such 
as feeling loved, feeling desired, and 
getting laid." 

Coates is hardly alone in his frustra- 
tion. AIDS has thinned the ranks of edu- 



AIDS has thinned 
the ranks of educators, 
leaders, and activists, 

leaving only a 
small corps to warn 

young gay men 
about the ongoing 
dangers of HIV infection. 
"I feel like I'm one of 
the last standing 
AIDS activists on 
the entire West Coast," 
Jeff Getty says. 



cators, leaders, and activists, leaving 
only a small corps to warn young gay 
men about the ongoing dangers of HTV 
infection. "I feel like I'm one of the last 
standing AIDS activists on the entire 
West Coast," Getty says in an interview 
from Palm Springs, Calif., where he had 
gone to recuperate from AIDS-related 
health problems. "The problem is that 
we have no grassroots infrastructure 
because everyone has either returned to 
their ordinary lives or is working for 
AIDS service groups, which do not en- 
gage in street activism." 

That has left a political vacuum that, 
in San Francisco, Petrelis and Pasqua- 
relli have been only too happy to try to 
fill — and perpetuate, according to crit- 
ics. "I can't even tell you how many 



people these guys have driven out of 
AIDS activism," says Getty, adding that 
the men have threatened him personal- 
ly. "How many people have they de- 
pressed and demoralized?" 

The emptying arena that the two 
sought to fill also shows that AIDS ac- 
tivism has been a victim of its own suc- 
cess — and the success of the antiviral 
drug "cocktails." By keeping AIDS's de- 
bilitating complications at bay, new 
treatments have made the messengers 
of prevention look and feel healthier, 
so their alarms may ring hollow. 

"Basically, we achieved a lot of what 
we set out to do," Getty says. "We 
^ got the government and the drug 
companies to provide more and 
better drugs, and the health care 
industry has revolutionized the 
treatment of AIDS. There are a 
whole set of new challenges, in- 
cluding problems with HTV preven- 
tion and the fact that a lot of peo- 
ple with AIDS are losing their 
health [insurance] coverage. But 
now we have fewer people to 
work on these very real concerns." 

Pasquarelli and Petrelis ratch- 
eted up the volume of their 
protests in October when the San 
Francisco Chronicle ran articles 
about an increase in unprotected 
sex and resulting syphilis cases 
among gay men. Chronicle re- 
porters and editors allege that they 
received threatening and harassing 
_ phone calls, some at home, berat- 
ing them for the coverage. In addi- 
tion, the men lashed out against a high- 
level official at the San Francisco 
Department of Health, Jeffrey Klaus- 
ner, after November's Washington 
Monthly quoted him speculating about 
the possibility of quarantining HIV-posi- 
tive men who refuse to practice pro- 
tected sex. (Klausner says the remarks 
were taken out of context, and the 
city's top health officials have ruled out 
such draconian measures.) Pasquarel- 
li's group, ACT UP San Francisco, 
superimposed swastikas on posters 
bearing the likeness of Klausner, de- 
manding his immediate ouster. In 
dozens of E-mails, Petrelis labeled 
Klausner "Dr. Joseph Mengele K-K- 
Klausner," an apparent reference to the 
notorious Nazi doctor. ► 
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If you don't have the energy to do the things you used to do, 
ASK YOUR DOCTOR about your red blood cell count. 

You may have anemia. 

Feeling good isn't just about viral loads and T-cell counts. HIV and HIV medications (including AZT) can 
deplete your body's red blood cells and cause anemia. And anemia can make you feel tired and weak. Anemia 
affects 1 out of 4 people who are HIV+ and 3 out of 4 people with AIDS. 

PROCRIT" (Epoetin alfa) is identical to the hormone your body naturally produces to increase your red blood 
cell count. More red blood cells can mean more energy. 

It's a treatment that's been used for over 1 0 years and for more than 1 million patients. If you think anemia is 
stopping you from getting things done, ask your doctor if PROCRIT is right for you. 

PROCRIT is an effective treatment for anemia induced by AZT-containing regimens in HIV patients. PROCRIT 
has a proven safety record. In studies, side effects were similar in PROCRIT- and placebo-treated patients. 
PROCRIT is available only by prescription. For complete details, see the Brief Prescribing Information on the 
following page. 

For more information, please call 1-888-839-5891 or visit www.PROCRIT.com 

Manufactured by Amgen Inc., Thousand Oaks. California 91320-1789 
Distributed by: Ortho Biotech Products, LP., Raritan. New Jersey 08869-0670 



BRIEF SUMMARY OF PRESCRIBING INFORMATION INDICATED FOR THE TREAT- 
MENT OF ANEMIA IN ZIDOVUDINE-TREATED HIV-INFECTED PATIENTS 

PROCRIT' 

EPOETIN ALFA 
For Injection 

FOR FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION FOR ALL INDICATIONS. 
REFER TO THE PHYSICIANS' DESK REFERENCE* 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

PROCRIT* (Epoetin alfa) Is indicated for the treatment ot anemia related to therapy 
with zidovudine in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-infected patients. PROCRIT 
is indicated to elevate or maintain the red blood cell level [as manifested by the 
hematocrit (HCT) or hemoglobin determinations] and to decrease the need for 
transfusions in these patients. PROCRIT is not indicated for the treatment of anemia 
in HIV-infected patients due to other factors such as iron or folate deficiencies, 
hemolysis or gastrointestinal bleeding, which should be managed appropriately. 

PROCRIT, at a dose of 1 00 U/kg 3 times per week (TIW), is effective in decreasing the 
transfusion requirement and increasing the red blood cell level of anemic, HIV-infected 
patients treated with zidovudine, when the endogenous serum erythropoietin level is 
£500 mU/mL and when patients are receiving a dose of zidovudine £4200 mg/week. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

PROCRIT is contraindicated in patients with: 

1) Uncontrolled hypertension. 

2) Known hypersensitivity to mammalian cell-derived products. 

3) Known hypersensitivity to Albumin (Human). 

WARNINGS 

Pediatric Use: The multidose preserved formulation contains benzyl alcohol. Benzyl 
alcohol has been reported to be associated with an increased incidence of 
neurological and other complications in premature infants, which are sometimes 
fatal. PROCRIT therapy has not been linked to exacerbation of hypertension, 
seizures, and thrombotic events in HIV-infected patients. 

PRECAUTIONS 

The parenteral administration of any biologic product should be attended by 
CONTRAIND^nONS) 5 In d^caMriX whi^transie'^^ 

observed concurrently with PROCRIT therapy, no serious allergic or anaphylactic 
reactions were reported. (See ADVERSE REACTIONS for more information regarding 
allergic reactions.) 

The safety and efficacy of PROCRIT therapy have not been established in patients 
with a known history of a seizure disorder or underlying hematologic disease 
(eg, sickle cell anemia, myelodysplastlc syndromes, or hypercoagulable disorders). 

In some female patients, menses have resumed following PROCRIT therapy; the pos- 
sibility of pregnancy should be discussed and the need for contraception evaluated. 

Hematology: Exacerbation of porphyria has been observed rarely in patients with 
chronic renal failure (CRF) treated with PROCRIT. However, PROCRIT has not caused 
increased urinary excretion of porphyrin metabolites in normal volunteers, even in the 
presence of a rapid erythropoietic response. Nevertheless, PROCRIT should be used 
with caution in patients with known porphyria. 

In preclinical studies in dogs and rats, but not in monkeys, PROCRIT therapy was 
associated with subclinical bone marrow fibrosis. Therefore, zidovudine-treated HIV- 
infected patients should have HCT measured once a week (QW) until HCT has been 

Delayed or Diminished Response: If the patient fails to respond or to maintain a 
response to doses within the recommended dosing range, the following etiologies 
should be considered and evaluated: 1) Iron deficiency: Virtually all patients will 
eventually require supplemental iron therapy (see Iron Evaluation). 2) Underlying 
infectious, inflammatory, or malignant processes. 3) Occult blood loss. 4) Underlying 
hematologic diseases (ie, thalassemia, refractory anemia, or other myelodysplastlc 
disorders). 5) Vitamin deficiencies: folic acid or vitamin B12. 6) Hemolysis. 
7) Aluminum intoxication. 8) Osteitis fibrosa cystica. 

Iron Evaluation: During PROCRIT therapy, absolute or functional iron deficiency may 
develop. Functional iron deficiency, with normal ferritin levels but low 
transferrin saturation, is presumably due to the inability to mobilize iron stores 
rapidly enough to support increased erythropoiesis. Transferrin saturation should be 
at least 20% and ferritin should be at least 100 ng/mL. 

Prior to and during PROCRIT therapy, the patient's iron status, including transferrin 
saturation (serum iron divided by iron binding capacity) and serum ferritin, should be 
evaluated. Virtually all patients will eventually require supplemental iron to increase or 
maintain transferrin saturation to levels which will adequately support erythropoiesis 
stimulated by PROCRIT. 

Drug Interactions: No evidence of interaction of PROCRIT with other drugs was 
observed in the course of clinical trials. 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, and Impairment of Fertility: Carcinogenic potential 
of PROCRIT has not been evaluated. PROCRIT does not induce bacterial gene 
mutation (Ames Test), chromosomal aberrations in mammalian cells, mlcronuclei in 
mice, or gene mutation at the HGPRT locus. In female rats treated intravenously (IV) 
with PROCRIT, there was a trend for slightly increased fetal wastage at doses of 
100 and 500 U/kg. 

Pregnancy Category C: PROCRIT has been shown to have adverse effects in rats 
when given in doses 5 times the human dose. There are no adequate and 
well-controlled studies in pregnant women. PROCRIT should be used during 
pregnancy only if potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 

In studies in female rats, there were decreases in body weight gain, delays in appear- 
ance of abdominal hair delaved evelid ooenina delaved ossification and decreases 
in the number of caudal vertebrae in the F1 fetuses of the 500 U/kg group. In female 
rats treated IV, there was a trend for slightly increased fetal wastage at doses of 
100 and 500 U/kg. 

Nursing Mowers. Kostnatai ooservations or tne live onspring (hi generation) ot 
female rats treated with PROCRIT during gestation and lactation revealed decreases 



in body weight gain, delays in appearance of abdominal hair, eyelid opening, and 
decreases in the number of caudal vertebrae in the F1 fetuses of the 500 U/kg group. 
It is not known whether PROCRIT is excreted in human milk. Because many drugs 
are excreted in human milk, caution should be exercised when PROCRIT is adminis- 
tered to a nursing woman. 

Pediatric Use: See WARNINGS, Pediatric Use. 

Pediatric HIV-infected Patients: Published literature has reported the use of 
PROCRIT in 20 zidovudine-treated anemic HIV-infected pediatric patients ages 
8 months to 1 7 years, treated with 50 to 400 U/kg subcutaneously (SC) or IV, 2 to 

3 times per week (BIW to TIW). Increases in hemoglobin levels and in reticulocyte 
counts, and decreases in or elimination of blood transfusions were observed. 

Hypertension: Exacerbation of hypertension has not been observed in zidovudine- 
treated HIV-infected patients treated with PROCRIT. However. PROCRIT should be 
withheld in these patients if preexisting hypertension is uncontrolled, and should not 
be started until blood pressure (BP) is controlled. In double-blind studies, a single 
seizure has been experienced by a patient treated with PROCRIT. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Adverse events reported in clinical trials with PROCRIT in zidovudine-treated 
HIV-infected patients were consistent with the progression of HIV infection. In 
double-blind, placebo-controlled studies of 3-months duration involving approxi- 
mately 300 zidovudine-treated HIV-infected patients, adverse events with an 
incidence of >10% in either patients treated with PROCRIT or placebo-treated 
patients were: 

Percent of Patients Reporting Event: Event followed by Patients Treated With 
PROCRIT (N=144) first, Placebo-Treated Patients (N=153) second: 
Pyrexia 38%, 29%: Fatigue 25%. 31%: Headache 19%. 14%: Cough 18%, 14%; 
Diarrhea 16%, 18%; Rash 16%, 8%; Congestion, Respiratory 15%, 10%; 
Nausea 15%, 12%; Shortness of Breath 14%. 13%: Asthenia 11%, 14%; 
Skin Reaction (Administration Site) 10%, 7%; Dizziness 9%. 10%. 

There were no statistically significant differences between treatment groups in the 
incidence of the above events. 

In the 297 patients studied, PROCRIT was not associated with significant increases 
in opportunistic infections or mortality. In 71 patients from this group treated with 
PROCRIT at 150 U/kg TIW, serum p24 antigen levels did not appear to increase. 
Preliminary data showed no enhancement of HIV replication in infected cell lines in vitro. 

Peripheral white blood cell and platelet counts are unchanged following PROCRIT 
therapy. 

Allergic Reactions: Two zidovudine-treated HIV-infected patients had urticarial 
reactions within 48 hours of their first exposure to study medication. One patient was 
treated with PROCRIT and one was treated with placebo (PROCRIT vehicle alone). 
Both patients had positive immediate skin tests against their study medication with a 
negative saline control. The basis for this apparent preexisting hypersensitivity to 
components of the PROCRIT formulation is unknown, but may be related to 
HIV-induced immunosuppression or prior exposure to blood products. 

Seizures: In double-blind and open-label trials of PROCRIT in zidovudine-treated 
HIV-infected patients, 10 patients have experienced seizures. In general, these 
seizures appear to be related to underlying pathology such as meningitis or cerebral 
neoplasms, not PROCRIT therapy. 

OVERDOSAGE 

The maximum amount of PROCRIT that can be safely administered in single or 
multiple doses has not been determined. Doses of up to 1500 U/kg TIW for 3 to 

4 weeks have been administered to adults without any direct toxic effects of 
PROCRIT itself. Therapy with PROCRIT can result in polycythemia if the HCT Is not 
carefully monitored and the dose appropriately adjusted. If the suggested target 
range is exceeded, PROCRIT may be temporarily withheld until the HCT returns to 
the suggested target range; PROCRIT therapy may then be resumed using a lower 
dose (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). If polycythemia is of concern, 
phlebotomy may be indicated to decrease the HCT. 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Prior to beginning PROCRIT. it is recommended that the endogenous serum 
erythropoietin level be determined (prior to transfusion). Available evidence suggests 
that patients receiving zidovudine with endogenous serum erythropoietin levels 
>500 mU/mL are unlikely to respond to therapy with PROCRIT. 

Starting Dose: For adult patients with serum erythropoietin levels £500 mU/mL 
who are receiving a dose of zidovudine £4200 mg/week, the recommended starting 
dose of PROCRIT is 100 U/kg as an IV or SC injection TIW for 8 weeks. For 
pediatric patients, see PRECAUTIONS, Pediatric Use. 

Increase Dose: During the dose adjustment phase of therapy, the HCT should 
be monitored weekly. If the response is not satisfactory in terms of reducing transfu- 
sion requirements or increasing HCT after 8 weeks of therapy, the dose of 
PROCRIT can be increased by 50-100 U/kg TIW. Response should be evaluated 
every 4-8 weeks thereafter and the dose adjusted accordingly by 50-100 U/kg 
increments TIW. If patients have not responded satisfactorily to a PROCRIT dose of 
300 U/kg TIW, it is unlikely that they will respond to higher doses of PROCRIT. 

Maintenance Dose: After attainment of the desired response (ie, reduced transfu- 
sion requirements or increased HCT). the dose of PROCRIT should be titrated to 
maintain the response based on factors such as variations in zidovudine dose and 
the presence of intercurrent infectious or inflammatory episodes. If the HCT exceeds 
40%, the dose should be discontinued until the HCT drops to 36%. The dose should 
be reduced by 25% when treatment is resumed and then titrated to maintain the 
desired HCT. 

STORAGE 

Store at 2° to 8°C (36° to 46*F). Do not freeze or shake. 
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The San Francisco superior court 
ordered the men to stop communicat- 
ing with their opponents and to stay at 
least 300 yards from Chronicle offices 
and employees. Now Petrelis and Pas- 
quarelli face a combined 27 counts of 
conspiracy, stalking, terrorist threats, 
and misdemeanor harassment 

Having already made his name for 
taking on the Catholic Church in the 
1980s and closeted conservative politi- 
cians in the '90s, Petrelis is unlikely to 
back down any time soon. "The only 
thing I'm guilty of is wanting gay men to 
be treated with respect," he says. The 
AIDS prevention campaigns treat us 
like children by trying to scare us. One 
recent ad featured the line 'Do You Give 
a Fuck?' about AIDS. Well, yes, I do, 
and I believe gay men do. But you are 
not going to appeal to gay men by using 
that kind of disrespectful language." 

Asked how he would stem the 
spread of HTV among gay men, Petrelis 
comes up with an unorthodox answer. 
"Reopen the city's bathhouses," he sug- 
gests. "The bathhouses have been 
closed since 1984. Maybe we just need 
cleaner, safer places to gather for sex." 

John-Manuel Andriote, author of 
Victory Deferred: How AIDS Changed 
Gay Life in America, insists that sexu- 
al liberation and HTV prevention are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive. "Public 
health officials marveled at the massive 
changes in behavior of gay men in the 
early days of the epidemic," he says. 
"People didn't stop having sex, but 
there was a real passion that went into 
saving lives and in bringing down the 
rate of infection. It seemed that AIDS 
was on its way to being eliminated, at 
least in the American gay community. 
Now we have to find new ways of mak- 
ing prevention relevant to gay men who 
have not lost so many of their friends. 
We have to find ways of honoring those 
who died to save others." 

And even while criticizing the size of 
the bail as "excessive," Rotello hopes 
that the arrests will be a turning point 
in the annals of AIDS. "Maybe people 
will stop being intimidated by these 
guys and get back to doing the hard 
work preventing the spread of HIV. 
There is still so much to be done." ■ 



For updates on the HHS probe and on the imprisoned ac- 
tivists, read the daily headlines at www.advocate.com 
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Lance Loud was an Advocate 
columnist for many years during 
the 1990s. He was already a legend 
in the gay community for 
revealing his sexuality in the 
revolutionary 1973 PBS 
documentary An American 
Family, and his voice was always 
insightful and humorous. Then, 
slowly and tragically, he 
participated in the loss of his own 
talented life. As we go to press, 
Lance is dying in a Los Angeles 
hospice. In the following essay — 
which comes amid filming for a 
new documentary on his famous 
family — Lance struggles to tell us 
the hard truth about the life he 
says he "wasted." While we 
disagree in principle, we offer you 
his last "cautionary tale." 

—Judy Wieder 



PREFACE: WHY ME? 

WHAT DID I LEARN LAST YEAR? 

When Hie Advocate invited me to par- 
ticipate in its roundup of people shar- 
ing accomplishments in 2001, guilt 
bubbled right next to the pride I felt to 
be included in such an honor. Who 
was I to be included in an issue where 
everyone else presumably would be 
expounding about triumphs won over 
the past year? But my triumph came 
completely by coincidence. Like the 
recognition that had given me a voice 
in the public arena in the first place (I 
was in An American Family — PBS's 
controversial 1973 TV documentary in 
which, still a teenager and more out of 
laziness than activism, I made no se- 
cret of my homosexuality, a "feat" 
considered brave at the time), this 
recognition is coming to me complete- 
ly by accident. 

And so I rationalized that in a sea of 
Advocate winners, some loser's mus- 
ings on his own mortality might just 
provide a fitting reflective glory to fur- 





ther flatter our issue's winners. I don't 
mind that; I am glad to help out. I have 
a lot in common with Lewis Carroll's 
Alice (my favorite female literary 
heroine, besides Becky Sharp). I've 
been sent on a journey to places even 
bleach can't reach. I know that I shall 
be very lucky indeed if Death looks 
like the Cheshire Cat, and even if I 
lose contact with my audience before 
his entrance, my audience — such as it 
is — will get as much death dirt as ► 



The lite journey 
ot Lance Loud 
(shown lett and 
above, far right, 
with the Loud 
family) has been a 
blueprint of many 
lessons: some 
hard, some joyous. 
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possible. I was, after all, a gossipy old 
pencil pusher in the bloom of health; 
no sense in letting that strong suit go. 

So for a short part of this journey, 
you are there. 

This year, you see, I not only got di- 
agnosed with terminal hepatitis C but 
got checked into a local men's hospice 
to await its final curtain. Though for 
years I had told myself that all my un- 
bridled drinking, drugging, and unsafe 
sex were going to lead exactly here, 
I'd never really believed it. 

But when the big showdown came, 
instead of laughing maniacally and swig- 
ging my tequila from one of my old Beat- 
le boots, I had a response that was 180 
degrees off. When I was told in the early 
summer that it was indeed just such out- 
law ways that had been responsible for 
bringing me to my knees, I crumpled 
without any "damn the torpedoes" trib- 
ute to Billy the Kid or Bonnie and Clyde. 
I became a shadow, hunched over, 
round-eyed from fear, shuffling as I took 
my place in the long line of customers 
who are gathered here, part of a group 
with the same things in our mind, each 



of us grimly waiting to be served. 

The bulk of my learning — if I may call 
it such — has come within the past three 
months, after I became a part of the frag- 
ile body of patients who make up an 
ADOS hospice. Here, surrounded by teams 
of supportive nurses, attentive doctors, 
and interns, one gently comes upon his 
own strengths and shortcomings. 

So what was my "triumph" this past 
year? As with my "feat" on An Ameri- 
can Family, I was, once again, merely 
myself. But over the course of 2001, my 
dormant hepatitis C and my HIV — both 
"silent partners" in governing my health 
till now — suddenly decided to step out 
from behind the curtain and take the 
spotlight. I lived 18 years with HIV and 
10 with hep C with very little more than 
a fleeting case of thrush. Now I find my- 
self in a hospice with a limited-time 
warranty on my life. 

"Dubious achievement," anyone? Till 
now, yes. But the hep C-HIV numbers 
among gay men and women look to be 
far larger than originally expected and 
are rising every day. The fact that many 
gay men who carry the dual diagnosis 



are feeling fairly great, not feeling or 
showing signs of illness thanks to their 
drug cocktails or gym regimens, mis- 
leads many of those infected. I don't 
know if hep C is called "the quiet killer," 
but it easily could be, so unnoticeably 
does it nestle into your body before 
crankin' up the screws and letting you 
race to figure out what's going on. 

Now I'm asked to put pen to paper and, 
in so many words, take you on a brief tour 
of the Rabbit's hole that is swallowing me 
up. A peep into my own private dying 
process and what I've noticed over the 
past year as my surroundings get curi- 
ouser and curiouser. It's not wild, but it is 
mysterious, and youU encounter some of 
the strangest thoughts en route to the 
main tunnel going straight down. 

My "accomplishment" of being one of 
the first wave of gays to deal with the 
messy last stages of this dreary road to 
death speaks for itself. Despite this 
writer's basic clumsiness and dull-wit- 
tedness, I will now tell the tale. Let's 
break my list of "accomplishments" 
down into the four seasons, shall we? 
Think of it as a cautionary tale. 
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PART I: WINTER 01 

IS THERE A MICHEUN MAN IN MY 

FAMILY TREE, OR WHAT? 

Last winter, '01, was typical of any 
year in recent times for me. Six years 
earlier, my gig writing a regular col- 
umn for The Advocate had to, regret- 
fully, be put out to pasture thanks to a 
full-time career as a crystal addict. I'd 
finally rehabbed from the drugs and 
drink, and I was a lonely hermit, pre- 
siding over my nine stray cats in a 
small one-room kingdom on a hillside 
in Los Angeles's Echo Park, where I 
took many naps and read English rock 
magazines. I was not in great health — 
big shock. But I was feeling well 
enough to still say yes when a girl- 
friend asked me to accompany her to 
the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, in the spring to move her 18- 
year-old son for summer break. 

Shortly after the three of us set 
upon his dorm room to dismantle it, a 
small but sharp twinge of pain regis- 
tered just under my left kneecap. And 
it would not stop. In fact, it got worse. 
For the duration of the weekend and 



through the trip home, it got worse 
and worse. Damn my friend, I said to 
myself as it throbbed away. How could 
she have forced me into so much 
work? But on returning to L.A. and 
going to the doctor that following 
Monday, I found out it had little to do 
with a twisted knee. It was a septic in- 
fection that had settled under my left 
knee. But I still believed I was invinci- 
ble and continued my old lifestyle. 

However, it was only a couple of 
days later that I awoke one afternoon 
in Cedars-Sinai hospital. I don't know 
how the day started out, but I had 
been found in a mud puddle near Echo 
Park Lake at 4:30 in the morning. At 
the hospital, I had accosted the nurses 
and doctors. I ripped out the LV. nee- 
dles leading into both my arms. Blood. 
More blood. Then there was my left 
leg. Sometime during the previous 48 
hours, it had swollen to at least four 
sizes larger than the right one. The 
skin was shiny and tight. God was 
partway through inventing a new 
Pokemon — me. Though doctors told 
me I should stay in the hospital, I was 



having none of it. I returned home; me, 
the cats, and my little wooden house 
in the wilds of Echo Park. Ready to 
stick it out to the bitter end, little did I 
know, in terms of my domestic setup, 
that finality was about as close as the 
nearest Starbucks. 

PART II: THE SUMMER OF MY 
INCONTINENCE. 

Actually, bona fide incontinence waited 
until fall to make itself known. Still, as 
we passed the halfway mark of the 
year, I was not without plenty of disillu- 
sion. But as we crawled toward that 
final quarter of the year, waves of 
human degradation began breaking 
over my body. Daily bouts of cata- 
strophic diarrhea suggested my intesti- 
nal tract was undergoing some sort of 
Chemobylish meltdown. My belly — for 
that is the only word with which to ade- 
quately describe my stomach — had 
grown taut as a kettle drum. My leg was 
now not only swollen and unusable but 
had developed a needles-and-pins sensi- 
tivity that completely obscured any 
other feeling. While my leg still tin- ► 
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gled constantly in a most uncomfort- 
able manner, I could be standing on a 
tack and not notice it. All this plus the 
fact that it seemed I was now racing to 
the hospital every couple of weeks for 
a six-hour transfusion session to re- 
place the blood my body was not re- 
plenishing. This was leaving large gaps 
in my energy and hollows where my 
cheeks had once been. I was, in short, 
beginning to look a little like a WeHo 
version of the Crypt Keeper. After a 
few haunted weeks spent lurking be- 
tween the sheets in my mother's bed- 
room, it was decided to get me back 
into the hospital. 

PART III: 

WAITING, WAITING. WAITING. . . 

I thus spent August and part of Sep- 
tember in hospital rooms about towa 
Perhaps there is no agony worse than 
the tedium I then experienced waiting 
for Something to Happen. I should say 
that when you've grown sick of read- 
ing and bug-eyed from watching TV, 
when your friends are all visited out 
and there's nothing else to do, no 
words can adequately praise the link to 
the outside world provided by your 
parents and family. I was going insane. 
There was no exact diagnosis. The un- 
spoken one, everyone knew. 

Suddenly... news. Word came along 
the hospital jungle that they were boot- 
ing me out. With the newfound gusto 
that a minimum-wage earner gets shortly 
before his work day ends and his allotted 
amount of work still remains to be fin- 
ished, I was packed up and told I had to 
find myself a rest home to stay in. They 
did not tell me what was wrong or what 
could be done about it Suffice it to say 
that this did not give me much hope. 

PART IV: REVELATIONS, ANYONE? 

You know those people who tell you 
they've forgotten how to cry and that 
they can't anymore? I was one of 
them — until I crash-landed at the Carl 
Bean hospice facility on the northern 
tip of south-central LA. It's not because 
the facility is bad — on the contrary. The 
food is the best I've had in an institu- 
tion — and believe me, by the end of the 
summer I had become quite the hospi- 
tal food gourmand. The nursing and 
doctoring staff? No words can do jus- 
tice to their efficiency, thoroughness, 
and all-around human compassion 
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Lance (above, center), with the Loud Family rock group in 1974, 
and today (right), at the Carl Bean hospice in Los Angeles 



above and beyond the call of duty. 

But what I learned in this situation 
is how easy it is for me to cry. Having 
been one of those who didn't cry at 
anything, I am now faced with mortality, 
finding myself on a deserted beach on 
the brink of a saline washout. And forget 
about my family; just a sidelong look at 
my mom while visiting her home and 
watching her prepare dinner struck a 
gusher. Or my giving a toast at a dinner 
for my brother and sister: Halfway 
through, yours truly simply kidnapped 
the situation by bursting into a massive 
crying jag that left my sisters frozen, 
silent, and with two long tearstained 
trails on their cheeks. Definitely not the 
most generous move to inaugurate a 
"happy occasion." 

EPILOGUE: 

THIS IS THE END, MY FRIEND 

I recently read that "a sentence of 
death concentrates the mind wonder- 
fully." True, but you've got to be able 
to excuse yourself from what you can 
and can't concentrate on. Beware 
flights of fancy. Surely it sounds great 
to finally envision the perfect rock 
band, the script that is right in front of 
your nose, the inevitable volume of 
memories that the world must see. 

And you must be prepared to han- 
dle those "What to do?" moments. My 
doctor told my already-hysterical 
mother, "Pat, you've got to face it. 
You're going to outlive Lance, so you 
may as well get prepared!" Neither of 
us felt good about that moment. Or 
the fight between friends when a dear 
pal blurted out to me that he'd speak 
well of me at my wake. 

When will it happen? That's certainly 
got to be number 1 on the most-often- 
asked-questions-of-myself list that I usu- 



ally break out at 4:12 A.M., when no one's 
around to answer. All I can hear is my 
own breath pulling like cotton through 
my nostrils. Now that I've gotten up 
enough nerve to ask the kindly doctors 
and nursing staff for some illumination, 
most likely they'll turn such queries back 
on me, asking how long I think I'm going 
to live or telling me it's all relative. 

Still, I got the truth, though it came 
in a variety of vague replies. And the 
truth was not pleasant. After the ques- 
tion "Am I dying?" was met with re- 
sponses that ranged from "What do 
you think?" to "Lance, everybody dies 
sooner or later," salty tears were run- 
ning down my cheeks. 

Such attempts on my part to sleuth 
out a departure date are suddenly re- 
placed by one of the staff breezily 
telling me that my liver has completely 
stopped operating. The ammonia now 
racing around in my body (which must 
be urine, though I haven't got the nerve 
to clarify that salient point) is causing 
me to have memory lapses, and by that 
time I'm about ready to get back to dis- 
cussing the food, the weather, any- 
thing, as long as it is superficial. 

Oh, yes, it has been a year full of 
dark revelations, but without the fame 
or glory they might help offer someone 
else some little shred of solace if they 
are on the same road. ■ 

Loud was a columnist for The Advocate 
for three years, was the front man for 
the band Oie Mumps, and was first seen 
in the groundbreaking 1973 PBS series 
An American Family. A documentary 
revisiting the Loud family is currently 
in progress. 



Find more on tance Loud and links to related Loud 
family Internet sites at www,advocate,com 
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PERSON OF THE YEAR 




THIS IS 

MARK 

BINGHAM 

His life was rich and dramatic for 3 1 years 
before he boarded Flight 93 on September 11. 
Now for the first time, the people who knew 

and loved Mark share their intimate stories 
BY JON BARRETT 



It took a while for Alice Hoglan to muster the courage — 
not to mention the technological know-how — to check the 
messages on her son's mobile phone. Mark Bingham had 
had the phone with him when he boarded United Airlines 
Flight 93 nearly two months earlier. So, of course, it was 
destroyed along with everything else on board when the plane 
crashed in a field in Somerset County, Pa But like some sort of 
space-age time capsule that captured the terror and the confusion 
that has become known as September 11, Bingham's voice mes- 
sages sat on an AT&T Wireless computer waiting to be retrieved. 
Hoglan knew there were at least two messages because she ► 



Portrait of Mark Bingham by Aaron Smith for The Advocate 
Courtesy Koplin Gallery, West Hollywood, Calif. 
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MARK BINGHAM 



had left them herself. Mark woke her 
up at 6:44 A.M. Pacific time with an air 
phone call to tell her that his flight 
had been hyacked. However, it wasn't 
until after the call was disconnected 
and Hoglan turned on the TV that she 
realized the hijackers' probable plan 
for her son's plane. 

"Mark, this is your mom," she said in 
her first message. "It's 9:54 A.M. [East- 
ern time]. It's a suicide mission, and the 
hijackers are planning to use your 
plane as a target" Today, she corrects 
herself when she repeats the message: 
"Of course I meant to say 'weapon.' " 

Her messages were two of the 44 
left on Mark's phone in the wake of 
the hijacking. One was from Mark's fa- 
ther, Jerry Bingham, in Florida. "I'm 
looking at this big wreck and I'm hop- 
ing you're nowhere near it," he said, 
according to Hoglan. Others were 
from rugby teammates, fraternity 
brothers, business associates, and 
boyfriends. And at least one was from 
his roommate in New York City, 
Amanda Mark. "Mark, call me!" she 
pleaded. 

Mounting evidence suggests Mark 
had access to the information his moth- 
er was trying to get to him. Cockpit 
recordings support the theory that he 
and the others on board took amazing 
measures in attempting to overcome 
the hyackers. The victims of Flight 93 
have been heralded as citizen soldiers 
who, when faced with then-unimagin- 
able circumstances, gave their own 
lives to save thousands of others. Mark, 
meanwhile, has been singled out by the 
media as the "gay hero." 

It's a distinction that makes many of 
those who were close to him uneasy. 
Not that they were uncomfortable with 
Mark's sexual orientation. Most of 
them don't hesitate to mention his nick- 
name, "Bear Trap." He liked his men 
big and hairy, they say. It's just that the 
moniker "gay hero" says so little about 
a man who was as varied as the 44 un- 
heard voice messages his mother found 
on his phone. 

The word giant better represents 
Mark Bingham, his friends might say. 
But even then they wouldn't be talking 
about his 6-foot-4, 220-pound frame. 
They would be describing the life they 
watched him lead. 



One of Alice Hoglan's most vivid 
memories is from the summer 
of 1970, when she split from 
her husband and moved from Phoe- 
nix — the town in which Mark was born 
on May 22 of that year — to Miami. "I 
ran to the airport with him stuck like a 
football under my arm," she says. 

Mark — who at the time was called 
Jerry, after his father — knew that day 
only through the stories his mom told 
him. But it was nevertheless one of the 
most significant in his life in that it 
marked the start of his partnership 
with his mother. 



change it, because people here don't 
know you yet'" After thinking about his 
mom's proposition for just a minute, he 
responded, "OK, I'll be Mark." 

"It was a brave and very definite 
thing. He just chose it," Hoglan re- 
members. "And when we got to the 
classroom and the teacher said 'This 
is Mark Bingham,' I heard a kid say, in 
a whining voice, 'Another Mark!' " 

The two of them didn't stay any- 
where long those first few years in Cal- 
ifornia. In addition to Redlands, they 
were in Riverside, before being in- 
spired by one of Hoglan's favorite au- 




"We were a team," Alice Hoglan says of herself and her son. 
Mark joined a team of a different sort — rugby — in high school. 



"We were always a team, and I de- 
pended on him way too much," Hoglan 
says. "It was too much emotional 
strain for a little boy to have a single 
mom thrashing about for support." 

After eight years in Miami, where 
Mark and his mother lived on a house- 
boat in the shadow of the Orange 
Bowl — hence Mark's lifelong obses- 
sion with the Miami Dolphins — the 
pair moved to California 

Soon after her divorce, Hoglan de- 
cided to take the K from her son's mid- 
dle name, Kendall, and call him Kerry — 
a name she says he hated because "it 
sounded like a girl's." So when her son 
was 10 and about to start a new school 
in Redlands, Calif., she gave him an op- 
portunity few people ever have. "I said, 
'Kerry, you've been complaining about 
your name, and now's the time to 



thors — John Steinbeck — and moving 
to Monterey. There they lived in the 
back of a pickup for a few weeks while 
Hoglan looked for work and, more 
than a couple of times, depended on 
the fish Mark could catch at the wharf 
for supper. "I look back on it now and 
say, 'Wow, that was a really cool, char- 
acter-building experience,' " Hoglan 
says. "But it was pretty grim. There 
was never a lot of money, and that may 
have been the nadir of our existence." 

Mark was a sophomore at Los Gatos 
High School in Los Gatos, Calif. — 
where he and his mom had moved a 
few years earlier — when he met Todd 
Sarner. "I think what brought us to- 
gether originally is that we didn't fit 
into any of the cliques," says Sarner, 
also a sophomore at Los Gatos at the 
time. "We weren't really jocks, and we 
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weren't really the nerdy, brainy kids." 

Sixteen years later their relationship 
was so strong that Mark had been the 
best man at Sarner's wedding, and 
Samer was the one who dropped Mark 
off at the San Francisco airport in late 
August for what turned out to be his 
last flight out of the city. But Sarner is 
the first to tell you that their friendship 
didn't start out that way. 

"We kind of had a cantankerous rela- 
tionship at the beginning," he says. 
"Back then a lot of the fights were 
about what heavy metal band was the 
best. Mark was really into a band called 



"but that he took action anyway." 

Mark traveled overseas with his high 
school rugby club — breaking several of 
his bones along the way — and was re- 
cruited to play for the University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, where he helped the 
school win two national championships. 
But when 19-year-old Mark met 38-year- 
old Mark Wilhelm, his athletic accom- 
plishments must have paled next to the 
seemingly insurmountable task of keep- 
ing his sexual orientation a secret 

Wilhelm had placed a personal ad in 
a San Jose, Calif., newspaper, and Mark 
was one of the men who responded. His 



"I've got no idea what I 
want to do with my 
life, but I know I'llbe a 
success at somethin 



Mark Bingham at age 1 9 



Queensryche, and I was into a Japanese 
metal band called Loudness." 

Sometimes Mark, Sarner, and other 
friends would collaborate on music 
videos — complete with big hair, make- 
up, and air guitar — that they would 
videotape at Mark's house, usually 
when Hoglan, who is a flight attendant 
for United Airlines, was away on a trip. 
They would get made up in these out- 
rageous Metallica and Iron Maiden 
getups, using my makeup," Hoglan says. 

Mark and Samer also collaborated on 
the rugby field. And though the sport 
didn't exactly suit Sarner, it was perfect 
for Mark. As physical a sport as rugby is, 
it no doubt helped cultivate the sense of 
fearlessness in Mark that Samer later ad- 
dressed in his eulogy on September 22 in 
Berkeley, Calif. "I tend to believe that the 
truth is that Mark did have fear " he said, 



letter reflected a tug-of-war between the 
gregarious, confident young man every- 
body knew — the guy who could roll 
over any foe on the field while winning 
the friendship of any face in the 
crowd — and a private life he was only 
beginning to accept himself. "I've got no 
idea what I want to do with my life, but 
I know I'll be a success at something," 
he wrote Wilhelm. Tm naive but smart, 
funny but shy. I've lots of friends, but 
I'm lonely for a buddy that can share my 
secret" 

Mark, who Wilhelm said was in the 
physical shape "few of us ever see past 
19," shared more about himself after the 
two of them met in person. He told Wil- 
helm that he had known he was gay 
since he was 12. He also said, while 
probably adding a dramatic bent to what 
was undoubtedly a very real fear, "If my 



family or friends ever found out, I'd have 
to kill myself." Wilhelm adds, "Mark was 
very closeted, but it was almost as if he 
was leaning against the door." 

In fart, it was less than two years af- 
terward that Mark came out to Samer, 
who laughs now when he remembers his 
initial reaction: "When did that happen?" 
And only months after that, Mark came 
out to his mother when they were driv- 
ing around California's Sonoma County. 

"I was just loving being with my son 
that day," Hoglan says, pulling her long 
hair back with one hand. "Then he said, 
'Mom, I have something to tell you, and 
I've promised myself that I was going to 
tell you before the sun went down.' And 
when he said that the sun was stream- 
ing into our faces — it was setting. 

"I was really astounded [when he 
told me]. I hadn't any idea that my son 
was gay, and up until that time I had 
been vaguely antigay," Hoglan says. "So 
with those words, I began a journey." 

Mark was on a journey as well. His 
best friend and mother knew he was gay, 
but to most people Mark was still the 
outstanding rugby player, the Chi Psi fra- 
ternity president and the guy who would 
get so blasted on vodka and orange juice 
at Cal football games that he sometimes 
dashed onto the field in often-successful 
attempts to tackle the opposing team's 
mascot His softer side was no less re- 
markable. Friends say he had a Clinton- 
ian ability to bring people out of their 
shells, to make them feel like no one else 
was more important. He made a concert- 
ed effort to be both the life and the 
lifeblood of all his social circles. 

He was also a mama's boy who, along 
with some college friends, parked in 
front of his mom's house a car that was 
painted from front fender to back 
bumper with the words ALICE HOGLAN IS 
A GODDESS. "I don't know where he got 
that," Hoglan says, still blushing, with a 
mixture of embarrassment and pride. "I 
never told him that I was a goddess!" 

Mark was fresh out of college and in 
classic form when in December 1993 he 
met Paul Holm at a Christmas party. "I 
noticed him standing at this table, where 
he proceeded to eat a whole bowl of 
shrimp," Holm says. Mark noticed Holm 
too and walked over, stuck out his hand, 
and with a big grin said, "Hi, I'm Mark 
Bingham. Who are you?" The two of ► 
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Clockwise from left: Alice Hoglan, basking in the reflection of her son; Mark with Todd Sarner, a best friend he met in high school; Mark with his 
partner of six years, Paul Holm; and Matt Hall and Mark mixing with the crowd at Southern Decadence in New Orleans 



them spent the rest of the party talking 
about a number of things, not the least 
among them Cal Berkeley, where Holm 
had also gone to school. 

At 7 o'clock the next morning a tele- 
phone call and Mark's voice on the an- 
swering machine woke Holm up. "I 
don't know if you remember me," the 
voice said "It's Mark from last night, and 
I wanted to see if you wanted to get to- 
gether today." The two of them were to- 
gether for the next six years. 

"We had a very intense and wonder- 
ful relationship," says Holm, who 
shared with Mark his home in San Fran- 
cisco's Castro district for five of the 
years they were together. "We did 
everything from sitting in front of the 
TV watching football to traveling to 
France once or twice a year." 

The couple also had a fondness for 
feasting on fine food and wine while 
chewing on each other's hopes for the 
future. It was during one such meal that 
Mark first mapped out an ambition to 
start his own public relations firm. "We 
spent hours and hours talking about 
everything, including business," says 
Holm, who started his own firm, the 
Holm Group, when he and Mark were 
together. "When I was going through 
some memorabilia, I found an old menu 
where, on the back, we had written the 
potential names for our companies. And 



there was THE BINGHAM GROUP in big 
letters among all the others." 

Upon graduating from Cal in 1993 
with a degree in social sciences, with an 
emphasis in international relations, 
Mark went to work for high-tech PR 
powerhouse Alexander Communica- 
tions (now Alexander Ogilvy) and later 
took a job with 3Com. High-tech PR, like 
rugby before it, was a perfect fit for 
Mark, who as a teenager knew his Com- 
modore 64 inside and out. And there 
was no better place to ride the rising 
high-tech wave of success than San 
Francisco in the mid '90s. 

Soon the going got so good that Mark 
decided to realize the dream he first out- 
lined on the back of a restaurant menu. 
The Bingham Group officially opened 
for business in 1999 in a loft space Mark 
shared with a friend's Web-design firm. 
By focusing on what he knew best — 
high-tech PR — Mark was able to secure 
a number of clients, hire several employ- 
ees, and, in May 2000, open his own of- 
fice on San Francisco's Lafayette Street. 

"At the office-warming party there 
were probably 200 people, and it took 
me 20 minutes to get in the door and an- 
other 15 minutes to get a spot inside," 
Hoglan says. "But by that time in my life 
I had become much more accustomed 
to having Mark be a larger-than-life fig- 
ure. He wasn't famous, exactly, but he 



was extremely popular, and I kind of 
basked in his reflection" 

Derrick Mickle was playing in a flag 
football game at San Francisco's Do- 
lores Park when he first ran head-on 
into Mark. "Here was this huge guy who 
was just tearing people up," he says. 
"And it was kind of frustrating because I 
had played a lot of pickup football grow- 
ing up and there was always an unspo- 
ken rule that you didn't showboat" 

Mickle soon learned that Mark wasn't 
showing off but that he just "never 
dumbed down his game to placate any- 
one." It wasn't long before Mickle, who 
played rugby at Vassar College, tossed 
the idea of a gay rugby team Mark's way. 
When the idea was no more than a 
"what if," Mark was enthusiastic, he 
says. But when Mickle got serious, Mark 
became "dead against" the prospect "He 
said, 'You'll never get accepted by the 
[rugby] union'; The guys out there will 
tear you up'; and 'You won't ever find 
enough players.'" 

Mickle went ahead without Mark's 
blessing, and just two months after he 
first fielded a "rag-trap of rugby players" 
for the San Francisco Fog's first prac- 
tice in October 2000, Mark had a change 
of heart. "He came out for a practice 
and proceeded to act the same way as 
when I met him. He just plowed 
I through the field, leaving a sea of bod- 
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"We had an intense 
and wonderful 
relationship. We 
did everything from 
sitting in front of 
the TV watching 
football to going to 
rrance once or 
twice a year." 

— Paul Holm 




ies," Mickle says, adding that after the 
team's initial response of "What the hell 
is this guy doing?" Mark's intensity 
eventually helped raise the level of 
everyone's game. 

And after practice, "Mark's great, nur- 
turing spirit came through," says Bryce 
Eberhart, who was among those Mark 
ran over on the field that first practice. 
"He went up to everyone and patted 
them on the back and told them they 
were doing a great job." 

Once again Mark had fallen in step 
with a program that was just right for 
that point in his life. And in the summer 
of 2001, when the Fog was accepted as a 
permanent member of the Northern Cal- 
ifornia Rugby Football Union, he didn't 
hesitate to share his enthusiasm in an 
E-mail to his teammates: 

"When I started playing rugby at the 
age of 16, 1 always thought that my inter- 
est in other guys would be anathema," 
he wrote. "I loved the game but knew I 
would need to keep my sexuality a se- 
cret forever. As we worked and sweated 
and ran and talked together this year, I 
finally felt accepted as a gay man and a 
rugby player. My two irreconcilable 
worlds came together. 

"We have the chance to be role mod- 
els for other gay folks who wanted to 
play sports but never felt good enough 
or strong enough," he continued. "More 



importantly, we have the chance to 
show the other teams in the league that 
we are as good as they are. Good rugby 
players. Good partyers. Good sports. 
Good men." 

Despite the tone of his E-mail, Mark 
never considered himself a gay activist 
In fact, he thought of himself more as a 
man of action than a man of example. 
He supported John McCain's 2000 presi- 
dential bid, for instance, despite the Ari- 
zona senator's stand on gay issues — he 
opposes hate-crimes legislation and the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 
McCain, who spoke at Mark's Septem- 
ber 22 memorial service and calls him 
"an American hero," tells The Advocate 
he won Mark's support in the campaign 
because "I was straightforward and not 
your typical politician." 

Says Holm: "Mark was very proud of 
being a gay man, [but] it wasn't the first 
thing he would define himself as." 

But whether Mark intended it to be 
or not, 2001 was turning out to be a 
transitional year for him in many ways, 
including the way in which he integrat- 
ed his sexual orientation with the rest 
of his life. 

"The two things in his life that he 
thought would never come together, 
did," Mickle says, referring to Mark's E- 
mail to the team. "When they fused, it 
was like a lightbulb going off in his head." 



After his six-year relationship with 
Holm ended in 1999, Mark was for the 
first time socializing as a single and 
openly gay man. And, along with Eber- 
hart and other new friends from the 
Fog, he liked to mix it up while going 
out on the town— maybe stopping by a 
straight club before hitting a gay bar, 
such as the Lone Star Saloon, which 
uses the slogan "Bears, Bikers, and 
Mayhem!" 

"If we were going to do some sort of 
nasty shot in a bar and no one wanted to 
do it, Mark was always the first one to 
give it a try," Eberhart says. "He would 
be the one to eat the worm" 

Mickle says Mark was not "straight- 
acting," as some people have suggested 
since September 11. "He was just acting 
like Mark. Sure, your gaydar would hit 0 
every time [you saw him], but you 
would be so wrong." 

Things were changing at work as 
well. Business was so good when Mark 
opened his firm that he was basically 
able to pick and choose what clients he 
wanted to work with, says Peer-Olaf 
Richter, an account executive who start- 
ed working for Mark in January 2001. 
But by that summer the bottom had fall- 
en out of the technology market, and the 
Bingham Group's roster had fallen from 
six full-time clients to two. That was in- 
credibly hard for Mark. 

"I learned very early on that he was 
really good at making immediate con- 
tact, chitchat, and building bridges be- 
tween people," Richter says. "Then, 
when the industry turned sour and it got 
to be much more about hard facts, I 
don't think he really enjoyed the profes- 
sion. Essentially, everything he had 
built up in that short amount of time 
had basically crumbled and fallen to 
pieces." 

Mark, a man who friends say hated to 
lose at anything, started to spend less 
time at his San Francisco office. He also 
was considering relocating full-time to 
New York City, where he already was liv- 
ing part-time and had opened a satellite 
office in the Chelsea apartment he 
shared with Amanda Mark. 

And, Richter says, while he and his 
colleagues were in the office worrying 
about the loss of clients and the shrink- 
ing budgets, Mark was checking in from 
Hawaii, Las Vegas, Monaco, or Pam- ► 
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Traveling, adventure, and the Miami Dolphins were a few of Mark's favorite things. Here he shows 
his true colors at Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona. 



plona, Spain — where he took his now- 
infamous run with the bulls. "At the 
time, we were sitting in the office saying 
to ourselves, 'What is that man doing?'" 
Richter says. 

Hoglan acknowledges that her son 
was a "wild and unpredictable boss" at 
times. She also concedes that there 
were times that as a mother she want- 
ed to urge him to settle down. "He 
spent a lot of money, goofed off with 
his friends, worked like a dog, and 
lived the life that I have always 
dreamed of," she says. "And now I'm 
just really glad that he did." 

Mark spent Monday night, September 
10, at Matt Hall's home in Denville, NJ., 
where the two men ate ice cream, 
watched Monday Night Football, and 
then chatted while Mark trimmed his 
goatee in front of the bathroom mirror. 

The two met on America Online in 
June, and after several dates they spent 
a week together in early September at 
the Southern Decadence festival in 
New Orleans. A shy guy who says he 
"never made the first move," Hall was 
amazed with the confidence Mark ex- 
uded. "He took me by the hand in front 
of the Phoenix bar and said, 'Let's go 
meet people,'" Hall says. "Then he start- 
ed going up to people and saying, 'Hi, 
I'm Mark Bingham from California. 



This is Matt from New Jersey.'" 

Their time together had been roman- 
tic, but Hall says they had an understand- 
ing that they were to be "just friends." 
Nevertheless, that Monday night in 
Denville, Mark turned to Hall and asked, 
"When do we talk about making this rela- 
tionship more exclusive?" 

"I just looked at him and said, 'You 
need to be on this coast full-time,'" Hall 
says, admitting that even though Mark's 
question took him by surprise, he was 
excited about the possibility of a more 
serious relationship with him. 

The tension from Mark's question 
hung over the men well into the next 
morning, and by 7 A.M., when they were 
racing toward Newark airport, it was 
heightened by the stressful possibility 
that Mark was going to miss his flight 
home to San Francisco. He ended up 
being the last to board the plane, getting 
to his seat so late that he had only 
enough time to make a quick mobile 
phone call to Hall before turning off "all 
electronic devices," as the flight atten- 
dants were instructing. 

"He called me at 7:49 A.M. and said, 
'Hi, thanks for driving so crazy to get 
me here. I've made the plane, I'm sitting 
in first class, and I'm drinking a glass of 
orange juice,'" Hall says. "I said, 'OK, 
have a good trip. Give me a call when 



you get there.' I never told him how 
much I loved him," Hall adds. "With 
Mark, you were always going to see 
him again. You were always going to 
talk with him again." 

Nobody knows for sure what 
Mark did those two hours after 
he hung up with Matt Hall. One 
can imagine that he ate a first-class 
breakfast, rummaged through the news- 
paper for the latest on the Dolphins, 
who were scheduled to play the Buffalo 
Bills that weekend, and reached across 
the aisle to introduce himself to his fel- 
low passengers. 

We do know that at 9:44 A.M. Eastern 
time, he called his mom. "Hi, Mom, this 
is Mark Bingham," he said when she 
picked up the phone. "I just wanted to 
say that I love you. I am on a flight from 
Newark to San Francisco, and there are 
three guys on board who've taken over 
the plane, and they say they have a 
bomb." It's the minutes after that call to 
his mother, those between when the hi- 
jackers took control of the plane and 
when it crashed in Pennsylvania, that 
have everyone really guessing. 

Todd Sarner says that one of the most 
frustrating things he's experienced since 
September 11 has been knowing "more 
than anything I've known in my life" that 

Mark was involved in taking the plane 
down — but then not knowing how to ad- 
equately explain how he knows. 

"I keep having this image from 
watching Mark play rugby a couple of 
years ago," he adds. "His team had just 
kicked the ball, and there were proba- 
bly 15 people between Mark and the 
guy who caught it. And I just remember 
watching Mark do something I've seen 
him do a thousand times — duck down 
his head and go through the crowd 
fearlessly, like he wasn't even there, 
and then tackle that guy." 

Did Mark Bingham help tackle the ter- 
rorists on September 11? Investigators 
will be combing through the wreckage of 
Flight 93 and listening to the cockpit 
voice recorder for months and maybe 
years to find out. But the people who 
knew Mark and watched him live his life 
say they have all the proof they need. ■ 



Find information about the Mark Bingham Leadership 
Fund scholarship program at www.advocate.com 
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Su 
take dii 



Life goes on 



toning partners of victims of the terrorist attacks 
different approaches to the same goal — getting on 
with their lives by victoria scanlan stefanakos 



Today, it seems like an omen 
that Jeffrey Collman woke up 
at 2 A.M. on September 11 
and called his partner of 11 
years, Keith Bradkowski, to 
tell him that he loved him. The senti- 
ment was hardly out of the ordinary, but 
die sound sleeper's resdessness was. 

Collman couldn't have known that 
just six hours later, he, the only male 
flight attendant on American Airlines 
Flight 11, would die suddenly when his 
plane became the fiery beginning of a 
national nightmare. 

He also couldn't have known how his 
death and the deaths of so many others 
would, months later, leave thousands of 
their survivors struggling to put their 
lives back together. 

The process has been slow for 
many — most surviving partners couldn't 



confirm their loved ones' deaths for 
weeks, and few know where their bod- 
ies are. But for gay and lesbian sur- 
vivors, it has been especially difficult. 
Amid the waves of emotion, money is 
the universal undercurrent in death, as 
it often is in life. And members of same- 
sex couples usually aren't entitled to all 
of the benefits that will help them pay 
their debts and plan for their futures. 

Just as gay and lesbian siuwors' ex- 
periences have varied from the worst 
(greed and insensitivity) to the best (as- 
tonishing kindness and inner strength), 
so have their attempts at coping. Some 
have chosen to fight for their rights. 
Others are following their dreams. And 
one simply painted his apartment walls. 

Bradkowski, 45, has struggled to 
grieve — and forgive — every day since 
the 41-year-old Collman died. 



"1 immediately went into denial 
mode," says Bradkowski, a registered 
nurse from Novato, Calif. "It was a little 
over an hour [after the crash] when 
American Airlines called to officially no- 
tify me. Four weeks went by, and I 
didn't know [what] day it was." 

Bradkowski says it was only a few 
days after die crash diat Collman 's step- 
mother asked him when she might be 
receiving her stepson's death benefits 
and final paycheck. He says she later 
asked him not to mention their personal 
relationship when he eulogized Collman 
at a memorial she organized. He agreed. 

It wasn't until Bradkowski learned 
that American Airlines had issued a 
$25,000 check to the family of each 
person who died on its planes— and 
that Collman's had been split between 
his parents — that he'd had enough. 
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Even though he was Collman's emer- 
gency contact, his registered domestic 
partner in the state of California, and 
the beneficiary of his life insurance poli- 
cy, Bradkowski says he has not been 
recognized as his survivor. 

"I kept asking American [Airlines] 
about this benefit, and finally I got to a 
high enough level to get an answer and 
asked again, 'How do I fit into this? 
We're registered domestic partners,' " he 
recalls. The good old boy in Dallas said, 
'It's irrelevant.' 

"It's been a real tragedy losing Jeff," 
adds Bradkowski, who is now suing the 
airline, with help from Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund. "But the 
second-greatest tragedy is having to 
constantly defend our relationship to 
his family, his ex-employer, and our gov- 
ernor. I've been so busy, only now am I 
starting to grieve." 

Peggy Neff counts herself lucky by 
comparison. 

Depending on who was within earshot 
at the time, she and Sheila Hein — her 
partner for 18 years — ended every phone 
call to each other with the words "I love 
you." Their last call, at 9:20 A.M. on Sep- 
tember 11, was no different. Neff, who 
was at work as a photo technician, had 
called Hein, a civilian Army employee 
who worked in the Pentagon, when news 
broke of the Worid Trade Center attack. 

"We knew something absolutely in- 
sane and terrifying had happened," 
Neff says. 

When Neff heard minutes later that a 
third plane had hit a U.S. target — the 
Pentagon — she tried to call again. This 
time she didn't get through. 

"If you figure the odds of being hit in a 
five-sided building, she had a 20% 
chance," Neff says. "I knew it was going 
to be chaos [at the Pentagon], and all I 
could do was wait So I went home, and 
friends came by. And we all waited and 
waited. I just thought, Come on, honey." 

It wasn't until October 11 that the 
Pentagon officially notified Neff of 
Hein's death. Officials delivered Hein's 
ashes to the couple's Hyattsville, Md., 
home in early November, along with a 
flag, her Defense of Freedom medal (a 
new honor created for civilian Defense 
workers in September ll's wake), and 
the diamond-studded gold band Neff 
had given her 18 years ago. 



The weeks since have been a bureau- 
cratic blur for Neff, 54. She says she has 
spent so much time on the phone — talk- 
ing to friends, handling bills, and trying 
to secure aid from charities — that she 
had to replace her desk chair with 
something more comfortable. 

So far, Neff has been denied Hein's 
government life insurance and turned 
down by the Virginia Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board. But things could 
be worse. At least she and Hein, 51, draft- 
ed wills seven years ago that left every- 
thing they owned to each other. 

"I have been denied a few things, but 



Neff says. "But if I didn't do it, I just 
knew I'd get a cosmic kick in the ass." 

For Bill Randolph, meanwhile, the 
weeks since his partner, Wesley Mercer, 
died have been the first in which he's 
been able to be open about their 26-year 
relationship. 

Randolph was sitting down, tethered 
to the dialysis machine that cleans his 
blood for four hours three times a week, 
while he watched on TV what he later 
realized was his partner's death. Later, a 
call from officials at Morgan Stanley, 
where the 70-year-old Mercer was vice 
president of corporate security, outlined 




I'm one of the lucky ones," she says. 
"[Pentagon survivors] have been treat- 
ed very kindly, and the Army has been 
terrific." 

Neff has now decided to take a leap 
of faith and follow through with a dream 
she and Hein had discussed: quitting her 
job to pursue a career in real estate. She 
plans to use what money the couple had 
to pay her bills until she sells her first 
house. "It's a bigger risk now than ever," 



Opposite page: Bill Randolph, who lost his partner 
of 26 years, Wesley Mercer. This page: Keith 
Bradkowski (above, leftl with his partner, flight 
attendant Jeffrey Collman; Peggy Neff with her 
partner, Pentagon employee Sheila Hein (far left) 

the last heroic moments of Mercer's life: 
He was drinking coffee on the World 
Trade Center's ground level when the 
first plane hit He rushed up to the 44th 
floor to supervise the company's evacua- 
tion procedure, which worked almost 
flawlessly. All 3,700 employees made it 
out of the building before the second 
plane hit their doomed tower. 

Then Mercer, a decorated Army veter- 
an of the Korean and Vietnam wars, went 
back upstairs to make sure everyone had 
made it out of the building safely. 

"That gets me through the tears and 
the sadness," Randolph says. "He left ► 
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this world doing what he wanted to do. 
He died a hero. Every night I pray that 
3,700 families are together because of 
my friend. He would have been happy 
that he was able to accomplish that" 

Randolph, 45, who works as an organ- 
ist at the Cathedral Church of St John 
the Divine in Manhattan, says playing 
music has given him solace in his new- 
found solitude. So has the generosity of 
friends and neighbors. Many of them 
contributed to collections for Randolph, 
who relied on Mercer for more than half 
of their household expenses. 

Mercer's wife, whom Mercer legally 
separated from in 1973 but never di- 
vorced, is considered his next of kin. So 
she'll receive his military pension and 
Social Security benefits. But Randolph 
says Morgan Stanley gave him $17,000 to 
cover immediate expenses. Now he 
hopes he can protect the life they built 

Randolph was 19 when he took a 
summer security job with Mercer, who 
was then 43. They moved in together a 
year later and had made their home in 
Harlem ever since. "He was my first ro- 
mance," Randolph says. "He wasn't 
open. But he knew who he was." 

Mercer's family assumed the two 
were only roommates. And Mercer never 
told anyone at work, choosing to keep 
his private life just that "[The family] had 
no idea of the scope of our relationship, 
and they're angry at him for being gay 
and not telling them," Randolph says, 
adding that Mercer's family didn't attend 
the memorial service he planned 

Randolph fears the worst of his grief 
will hit him when he next visits Barba- 
dos, where the couple had vacationed 
each of the past 16 years. Mercer had 
wanted to spend a few months there 
after his planned retirement on Decem- 
ber 31, 2001. 

Tve had 26 years of life experiences 
with him, and they can't be taken away 
from me," Randolph says. "I hope that 
the world will acknowledge gay part- 
ners, that this is a family too." 

In Larry Courtney's case, it took los- 
ing his partner of 11 years to make him 
realize how kind strangers could be — 
and how strong he could be himself. 

Courtney arrived at his midtown 
Manhattan office at about 9 A.M. on 
September 11 to find a voice mail from 
his partner, Eugene Clark, who worked 




Courtney (left) and his partner, Eugene Clark 



It was almost two 
weeks after the attack 
before Larry Courtney 
could accept what 
had happened to 

his partner: 
"I was just able to 
entrust him to God 
and let him go." 



for Aon Consulting on the 102nd floor 
of the World Trade Center's south 
tower. Clark's message said, "I'm OK. 
The plane hit the other tower. And 
we're evacuating." 

Courtney didn't know what his part- 
ner was talking about until he turned on 
the TV and watched the second plane 
hit the tower that the 47-year-old Clark 
was, no doubt rushing down. 

Courtney, 56, spent the next week 
posting fliers with Clark's picture 
around the city, phoning area hospitals, 
and fielding calls from friends and fami- 
ly. He started to keep a log of the 30 or 
so phone calls he received each day to 
show Clark as soon as he came home. 

It wasn't until almost two weeks after 
the attack, during Sunday Communion at 
St Luke's Lutheran Church near Times 
Square, that Courtney finally accepted 
the worst "I was just able to consciously 
let him go," he says. "I was able to en- 
trust him to God and let him go." 

He calls the now-famous Family As- 
sistance Center at Pier 94 "heaven" and 



says he finds his strength in the support 
of others. Tm not a very strong person 
emotionally, but I really feel like Tm held 
up by angels' wings all the time." Notes 
slipped under his apartment door, un- 
derstanding coworkers, even the crusty 
New York City detective who kindly 
helped him file for Clark's death certifi- 
cate as his next of kin — all are proof. 

Still, Courtney says he has slept very 
little and that there are many days when 
he can't eat But the death of his broth- 
er's wife from cancer two weeks after 
September 11 and his warm visit with 
family back in Oregon reminded him 
that life, and death, go on 

When he returned to New York, 
Courtney decided to take charge of his 
life. He started by putting a bit more of 
himself into the two-story apartment 
the couple had made their home. Clark 
liked white walls. These days, Courtney 
says, he's "trying out some color." 

He also used part of the proceeds 
from Clark's life insurance to buy him- 
self a little freedom — in the form of a 
new silver Mazda Miata. He likes to 
drive it with the top down and the heat 
on high, although he now has to negoti- 
ate directions without Clark's copiloting 
for the first time in nearly a dozen years. 

"On my last trip I thought, Gene 
would have enjoyed this," Courtney 
says. "Then he would have asked, 'Why 
didn't you get the convertible Jaguar?' " 

Human Rights Campaign spokesman 
David Smith is hopeful that all gay sur- 
vivors, regardless of their current in- 
comes, will qualify for the September 1 1 
Victims' Compensation Fund once the 
Justice Department finalizes its rules 
this spring. It will offer survivors of at- 
tack victims a settlement ranging any- 
where from $100,000 to $1 million, if 
they agree never to sue the airlines tar- 
geted in the attack. Until then, he says, 
the losses that living partners have had 
to face underscore how vulnerable they 
currently are under the law. 

Just ask Keith Bradkowsld. 

"It's become my mission to prevent 
other gay couples from going through 
what I have gone through," he says. 
"The grief is just incredible. And now all 
I have is memories." ■ 

Stefanakos has also written for 
Newsweek. 
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YEAR GAY HEROES 







We were there 

Gay and lesbian New York City police and a firefighter unite 
for these photos— and to share their September 1 1 stories 



From left: 

Spike Cutolo, detective, New York Police De- 
partment Whereabouts on September 11: 

Home. She began working at ground zero at 4 
a.m. on September 12. Her story: "They had us 
searching nearby buildings for body parts and 
plane parts. People could have been in 
there.. . . I was a steelworker before I became 
a cop, so I was familiar with structures. Look- 
ing at the buildings, I could imagine what kind 
of force it would take to blow a beam across 
the West Side Highway like a kite — the beams 
of the towers were impaled in other buildings. 
I'd need a crane to move metal like that" 

Grace Telesco, lieutenant, NYPD Where- 
abouts on September 11: At the city morgue, 
counseling family members 

Francis S. Coppola, detective, NYPD Where- 
abouts on September 11: At the World Trade 
Center when the first tower collapsed His 
story: "My boyfriend's a firefighter. I watched 
him go into [the south tower], and he never 
came out. Out of all the craziness, I was 
grateful I was able to say 'I love you' one last 
time.... We always teased each other, so 
when he saw me down there he said, You 
son of a bitch. I thought you promised to al- 
ways wear your vest' I was only in a T-shirt I 
said, 'Bite me. I was in court today.' He 
smiled. I smiled, and while we were exchang- 
ing smiles a lady grabbed my arm and asked 
me to take her outside. She was afraid to go 
by herself. He used sign language to say 'I 
love you.' I did the same. I went outside, he 
went up, and then the tower came down." 

Andrew Lavenski, officer, NYPD Where- 
abouts on September 11: At ground zero 
by 10 a.m. 

Carol Paukner, officer, NYPD Whereabouts 
on September 11: In the first World Trade 



Center tower when it was hit; she was the 
second officer to respond to the situation. 
She helped evacuate people from the lower 
half of the building. 

Edgar Rodriguez, former sergeant, NYPD 
Whereabouts on September 11: In Los Ange- 
les for a convention for gay police officers 
when he learned the first plane had hit. He 
worked at ground zero the following week. His 
story: "I feel there's less prejudice now. Peo- 
ple recognize there were gay cops and gay 
firefighters lost in the buildings. And gay and 
lesbian officers who survived realized how 
short life is and how petty their fears are. Peo- 
ple are coming out in larger numbers. I see 
captains coming out as a result of the World 
Trade Center. They don't want to die in secret 
and have their lovers suffer in silence." 

Tom Ryan, firefighter, Fire Department of New 
York Whereabouts on September 11: At 

ground zero beginning at 11 a.m. His story: 
"For the first week, we were very isolated, 24 
hours a day. Then the funerals started, and 
that was the first time I saw the article with 
Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell. I was just 
livid. I did a little screaming and yelling in the 
kitchen at the firehouse.... When people say 
things like that I want to stand up and show 
them what a gay man is." 

Ann Cregan, officer, NYPD Whereabouts on 

September 11: The family assistance center on 
Pier 94 Her story: "I was helping break bad 
news to families. It was awful, absolutely awful. 
As much as people had hope and thought that 
people would be found alive, the families knew. 
I don't know a nicer way to say it" 

Thomas Verni, officer, NYPD Whereabouts 
on September 11: Directing recruits in keep- 
ing streets clear for ambulances ► 
— Reported by Jessica DuLong 



Photographed by Dirk Anschutz for The Advocate 
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STORY OF THE YEAR GAY HEROES 




AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC. 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, Inc. (AAC), New England's oldest and largest provider of AIDS services, education and 
advocacy, seeks a dynamic, creative new Executive Director. AAC's mission is threefold: (1) to provide support services to people 
living with AIDS and HIV as well as the people who love and care for them; (2) to educate the general public, healthcare professionals, 
and individuals whose behavior puts them at risk for HIV infection; and (3) to advocate at local, state and federal levels for fair 
and effective AIDS public policy and funding. While the epidemic has continually changed in the 19 years of the organization's 
existence, its commitment to develop and deliver world-class programs and services has only deepened. 

This is a rare opportunity to provide new vision and leadership to an organization at a critical juncture in the epidemic. The new 
Executive Director should be a proven leader with a demonstrated passion for AAC's mission and values. This individual must 
have the strategic skills to build upon the organization's track record and to set its future course in a time of change and uncertainty. 
The primary challenges for the new Executive Director are to increase its fundraising capacity, strengthen its collaborations, and 
ensure that its programs and services are effective and responsive, as well as strategic in their conceptual design and delivery. 

The Executive Director will lead a continuing process to sharpen and clearly articulate an integrated vision for AIDS Action Committee 
and provide the leadership voice to embody and advance the vision externally. Internally, s/he will instill a sense of shared purpose 
and sustain the development of a high-performing organization with outstanding cohesion and effectiveness among its staff. 
The Executive Director will also lead fundraising by galvanizing board, volunteers, and staff, as well as through personal efforts. 



Inquiries, applications and nominations should be directed in confidence to: 



Jack Gorman 
Isaacson, Miller 
334 Boylston Street, Suite 500 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Facsimile: 617-249-0368 
jgorman@imsearch.com 
www.imsearch.com 



AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer and seeks a diverse pool of candidates. 
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Good morning, heartache 

How are gays dealing with the added anxiety of life after September 1 1 ? Andrew Solomon, author 
and expert on depression, talks about our fears of being hated — and hunted By Kurt Klein 



Long before September 11, 
the gay community was dis- 
proportionately afflicted by 
depression. We get our due 
in Andrew Solomon's ency- 
clopedic The Noonday Demon: An 
Atlas of Depression. Not a doctor 
but an inquisitive layman, the gay, 
38-year-old New Yorker became in- 
terested in the subject while strug- 
gling with his own depression. 
Thanks to rave reviews and an anx- 
ious reading public, Demon was one 
of the year's hits, winning a National 
Book Award in November. The Ad- 
vocate asked Solomon about gays 
and depression, especially in the af- 
termath of the terrorist attacks. 

How does it feel to have won the 
National Book Award? 

Exhilarating. I was particularly 
proud that the award was given to a 
book on a general psychological 
issue, written by a gay man who dis- 
cusses his own sexuality in the 
book. Even 10 years ago, I think re- 
viewers would have said that my narra- 
tive of my own depression was deter- 
mined by my sexuality and was therefore 
perhaps irrelevant to the general public. 

Do you see evidence that gay New 
Yorkers have had more trouble 
coping with the disaster than hetero- 
sexuals? 

What's been fairly conclusively demon- 
strated — Columbia [University] just did a 
study on it — is that people who have been 
depressed at any point in their lives were 
likely to relapse after September 11. Al- 
most everyone who had ever experienced 
depression had their basic sense of world 
security shattered, developed an anxiety 
about what was going to happen next, 
and returned to previous depression. 
[After] September 11 people relied on 
their partners, their families, or support 
groups for help. And more gay people 
lack those networks. 
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Solomon says mental health disturbances have risen for 
everyone since September 11, gays included, 



Gay people were also less likely to 
hear their own stories told in the 
context of the attacks. 

I feel extremely angry about that. Gay 
people were attacked, and gay people 
were heroic in these events. I feel it 
should be acknowledged; it should be a 
moment for some good PR for our com- 
munity. The failure of the mainstream 
press in general, and The New York 
Times in particular, to talk about the sex- 
uality of the people who were involved 
makes me very uncomfortable and is 
very devastating. They're supposed to 
know better. 

Why is depression more common 
among gays and lesbians than in the 
general population? 

Internalized and externalized homopho- 
bia come together in a nasty way in gay 
depression People experience a lot of re- 
jection from within their own families, 



being unequal in the eyes of 
the government, etc. There is a 
feeling that they have a horri- 
ble secret; what they are is bad 
and wrong. Not being able to 
be fully yourself — and gay 
people learn this in school — is 
a huge trauma. Some young 
gay people now seem to man- 
age without any adolescent 
trauma, but this is very recent 
Being coupled is one of the 
best defenses against depres- 
sion, and gay people are more likely to 
be single than straight people are. Peo- 
ple who have good support structures 
are likely to do better than people who 
are somewhat isolated and lonely. 

Gays in New York, and other met- 
ropolitan centers, have come here 
as a refuge; now they feel endan- 
gered here as well. 

The more hated you perceive yourself 
to be, the more devastating it is to be 
the object of someone else's hatred. A 
lot of gay people in New York have 
run away from places where they were 
not well loved. Being here and feeling 
vulnerable gives you a feeling of having 
no place to go. 

Do you have any advice for gays and 
lesbians coping with depression after 
the bombings? 

The mood among gays and lesbians re- 
calls that feeling when the AIDS crisis 
broke: We feel desolate and alone and 
need to turn to community for support. 
Those who have come through relatively 
unscathed should do all they can to make 
themselves available to others. At the 
same time, there's an impulse to launch 
into relationships that don't have much 
real basis, and sudden leaps into false in- 
timacy can be extremely toxic. It's a time 
for keeping the home fires burning. ■ 

Klein has also written for Metropolis 
and Architectural Record. 
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notes from a blond brace vilanch 



2001: An out-of-place odyssey 




2001 was not the year Stanley Kubrick said it 
would be. Instead of hurtling through space for 
lunar lunch meetings, we were standing on 
lines at airports while grim-faced security suits 
threatened us with a cavity search if we tried to sneak aboard 
with a pair of tweezers. The airline Kubrick envisioned 



running the lunar shuttle, Pan Am, 
has more or less gone the way of 
the dinosaurs, and the Bell Picture- 
phone a scientist used to ring up his 
daughter is a gadget most con- 
sumers have decided really isn't 
worth it. Kubrick and his 
Space Odyssey collabora- 
tor Arthur C. Clarke's dom- 
inant image, a huge mono- 
lith containing the secrets 
of the universe, was re- 
placed in reality by another 
dominant image: the huge, 
monolithic World Trade 
Center collapsing under at- 
tack. America's wealth, in- 
cluding its wealth of ideas 
and ideologies, was sud- 
denly not an inspiration 
but a target 

The stoned hippies who 
inhaled Kubrick's vision in 
1968 and only wanted a 
world of peace watched in horror 
as their own luxuries and conve- 
niences were turned against them. 
(Kubrick himself was not around to 
see it or to see his other vision of 
the future, A. I., get met with a re- 
sounding "P.U.") Almost nothing 
about 2001 wound up the way we 
thought it would. Forget Kubrick's 
33-year-old predictions — how about 
from the beginning of the year? 

A year ago we were crowing 
about inclusion, about how we 
weren't going to let the big bad Re- 
publicans take away the place we 
had finally gotten at the table. But 
the deeper we got into the new mil- 



lennium, the more we began to real- 
ize our limitations. We could exist 
as a tolerated minority if we would 
allow ourselves to go quietly about 
our lives and not ask too much — 
forget the right to marry, how about 




domestic-partner benefits? (The 
Salvation Army, of course, decided 
to rethink those too.) 

We could be seen as fictional 
comic or tragic characters all day 
and all night on network television, 
but a show about real gay people 
leading real gay lives — In the 
Life — could be found only on pub- 
lic television, usually after 11 p.m., 
like even the people watching pub- 
lic TV might get embarrassed or 
ashamed. 

We could die as heroes on Flight 
93, but NBC News would never 
mention that we are gay in a report 
that slavishly gloated over every het- 



erosexual mourner left on the 
ground. We could die rushing back 
into a collapsing skyscraper to save 
others, but if we lived, we could not 
give blood to save those same peo- 
ple an hour later at a Red Cross 
station. 

We continued to talk about how 
far we'd come. Some delusionals 
even decided that just because the 
right wing has had a slight shift of 
focus, just because some of its 
mouthpieces have apparently 
stopped demonizing us for the mo- 
ment, the Right has somehow be- 
come a bunch of good 
guys. As if being a gay Re- 
publican somehow meant 
more than going out and 
beating yourself up in the 
parking lot. 

Hold on just a gay 
minute, folks. We know the 
Right hasn't budged an 
inch; its members just 
haven't been as noisy. So, 
what, now they're OK? If 
the right wing isn't still call- 
ing us child molesters and 
minions of Satan, then how 
come this was the year we 
discovered that Osama bin 
Laden, Mohamed Atta, 
and — yes — Adolf Hitler all seemed 
to be gay? What did we do — affect 
too many people too deeply with the 
death of Matthew Shepard? Now 
they've got to hang Hitler on us? 
Who's spreading this stuff? 

Everywhere we turn, we confront 
the basic dilemma of being gay in 
America in this century. As Ameri- 
cans, we are told to think outside the 
box, to avoid profiling, to be accept- 
ing of diversity. As gay people, we're 
told to stay in the box and cut an air- 
hole every now and then when 
things get too stuffy. 

Just try and get a box cutter past 
security. ■ 



Almost nothing about 2001 wound up the way we thought it would. 
Forget Kubrick's 33-year-old predictions— how about from January? 
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Read this leaflet carefully before you start taking VIREAD. 
Also, read it each time you get your VIREAD prescription 
refilled, in case something has changed. This information 
does not take the place of talking with your doctor when 
you start this medicine and at check ups. You should 
stay under a doctor's care when taking VIREAD. Do not 
change or stop your medicine without first talking with 
your doctor. Talk to your doctor if you have any questions 
about VIREAD. 

What is VIREAD and how does it work? 

VIREAD is a type of medicine called an HIV (human 
immunodeficiency virus) nucleotide analog reverse 
transcriptase inhibitor (NRTI). VIREAD is always used in 
combination with other antj-HIV medicines to treat people 
with HIV infection. VIREAD is for adults age 1 8 and older. 

HIV infection destroys CD4 (T) cells, which are important 
to the immune system. After a large number of T cells 
are destroyed, acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) develops. 

VIREAD helps to block HIV reverse transcriptase, a chemical 
in your body (enzyme) that is needed for HIV to multiply. 
VIREAD lowers the amount of HIV In the blood (called 
viral load) and may help to increase the number of T cells 
(called CD4 cells). Lowering the amount of HIV in the 
blood lowers the chance of death or infections that happen 
when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 

ire HIV or AIDS? 



VIREAD does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The 
long-term effects of VIREAD are not known at this 
time. People taking VIREAD may still get opportunistic 
infections or other conditions that happen with HIV 
infection, upportunistic infections are infections tnat 
develop because the immune system is weak. Some of 
these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, 
and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. 

Does VIREAD reduce the risk of passing HIV to others? 

VIREAD does not reduce the risk of passing HIV to others 
through sexual contact or blood contamination. Continue 
to practice safe sex and do not use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take VIREAD? 

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether 
VIREAD is right for you. 

Do not take VIREAD if 

• you have kidney problems. VIREAD has not been 
studied in people with kidney problems 

• you are allergic to VIREAD or any of its ingredients 

What should I tell my doctor before taking VIREAD? 

Tell your doctor 

• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant: 
The effects of VIREAD on pregnant women or their 
unborn babies are not known. 

• If you are breast-feeding: Do not breast-feed if you 
are taking VIREAD. Do not breast-feed if you have HIV. 
If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk 



with your doctor about the best way to feed your baby. 
If your baby does not already have HIV, there is a chance 
that the baby can get HIV through breast-feeding. 

• Tell your doctor about all your medical conditions, 

especially liver and kidney problems. 

• Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, 

including prescription and non-prescription medicines 
and dietary supplements. VIREAD may increase the 
amount of Videx (didanosine) in your blood. You may 
need to be followed more carefully if you are taking 
these two drugs together. 

It is a good idea to keep a complete list of all the medicines 
that you take. Make a new list when medicines are 
added or stopped. Give copies of this list to all of your 
healthcare providers every time you visit your doctor or 

How should I take VIREAD? 

• Stay under a doctor's care when taking VIREAD. Do not 
change your treatment or stop treatment without first 
talking with your doctor. 

• Take VIREAD every day exactly as your doctor prescribed 
it. Follow the directions from your doctor, exactly as 
written on the label. Set up a dosing schedule and 
follow it carefully. 

• The usual dose of VIREAD is 1 tablet once a day, 
in combination with other anti-HIV medicines. 

• Take VIREAD with a meal. The amount of VIREAD in 
your blood increases with food. Taking it with food 
helps it work better. 

• If you are also taking didanosine you should 
take VIREAD two hours before or one hour after 



• When your VIREAD supply starts to run low, get more 
from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very important 
because the amount of virus in your blood may 
increase if the medicine is stopped for even a short 
time. The virus may develop resistance to VIREAD 
and become harder to treat. 

• Only take medicine that has been prescribed 
specifically for you. Do not give VIREAD to others 
or take medicine prescribed for someone else. 

What should I do if I miss a dose of VIREAD? 

It is important that you do not miss any doses. If you 
miss a dose of VIREAD, take it as soon as possible and 
then take your next scheduled dose at its regular time. 
If it is almost time for your next dose, do not take the 
missed dose. Wait and take the next dose at the regular 
time. Do not double the next dose. 

What happens if I take too much VIREAD? 

If you suspect that you took more than the prescribed 
dose of VIREAD, contact your local poison control 
center or emergency room right away. 

As with all medicines, VIREAD should be kept out of 
reach of children. 

What should I avoid while taking VIREAD? 

• Do not breast-feed. See "What should I tell my doctor 
before taking VIREAD?" 

What are the possible side effects of VIREAD? 

• The most common side effects of VIREAD are: 
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, and flatulence 
(intestinal gas). 

• VIREAD caused harm to the bones of animals. These 



effects have not been seen in persons taking VIREAD 
for up to one year. It is not known if the effects will 
be seen in persons taking VIREAD for longer periods 
of time. 

• Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients 
taking anti-HIV medicine. These changes may include 
increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
("buffalo hump"), breast, and around the main part of 
your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and 
face may also happen. The cause and long term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at 
tnis time. 

• There have been other side effects in patients taking 
VIREAD. However, these side effects may have been 
due to other medicines that patients were taking or 
to the illness itself. Some of these side effects can 
be serious. 

• This list of side effects is not complete. If you have 
questions about side effects, ask your doctor, nurse, 
or pharmacist You should report any new or continuing 
symptoms to your doctor right away. Your doctor may 
be able to help you manage these side effects. 

How do I store VIREAD? 

• Keep VIREAD and all other medications out of reach 
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From Rent 
to Russell 

Anthony Rapp talks about costarring 
with Russell Crowe-and the bisexual 
subtext— in the Oscar hopeful 
A Beautiful Mind By Dennis Hensley 



According to An- 
thony Rapp, one 
of the perks of 
acting in a movie 
with Russell 
Crowe is that he actually lets 
you touch it — his Oscar, that 
Is. "It's incredibly impressive," 
gushes the :$0-year-old Rapp 
over lunch in a cafe in Berke- 
ley, Calif., where he's just 
starred in Nocturne, a play 
written by his brother Adam 
Rapp. "It's gigantic, and it* 
gleams like a star plucked 
down from heaven." 

Crowe plucked his best- 
actor statuette from the Holly- 
wood heavens for Gladiator 
late last March, just as he ► 
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and Rapp were starting work on A 
Beautiful Mind, director Ron Howard's 
fact-based drama about Nobel Prize- 
winning mathematician John Forbes 
Nash Jr. and liis battle with scliizoplire- 
nia. hi the film (drawn partly from Sylvia 
Nasal's eponymous book), Rapp plays 
an aspiring physicist who meets Crowe's 
character in grad school. "I'm a guy who 
thinks Russell's character is a little 
bizarre, though I still respect him," says 
Rapp. There's a collegial atmosphere to 
our scenes, with rivalries and teasing 
and guys hanging out" 

In reality, the hanging out was more 
than platonic. Nash was known for 
forming intense, sexual male-male 
friendships; in 1954 he was arrested for 
indecent exposure in a public men's 
room. But the filmmakers opted not to 
depict that part of his life. "I talked to 
Russell and Ron about that," says Rapp. 
"They didn't want anybody in Middle 
America to be able to say, 'He's bisexual 
because he's crazy.' Russell, though, did 
bring some subtextual bisexual stuff to 
different moments, particularly with 




Paul Bettany, who plays his friend." 

So there are no dorm-room inake- 
outs between Rapp and Crowe? "No," 
Rapp says with a laugh, "but apparently 
these mathematician guys are really 
queer. [Nasar] said that if you go to, like, 
MIT, there's all kinds of boys jumping 
into bed with each other." 

Crowe may have a mercurial reputa- 
tion, but Rapp has great respect for lus 
superstar colleague. "I was very im- 
pressed with liis work ethic," says Rapp, 



Crowe as 
mathematician 
Nash, whose 
real-life homo- 
sexual adven- 
tures included 
a men's room 
arrest that got 
him fired and 
significantly 
damaged his 
career 



who appeared in such films as Dazed 
and Confuseil and Six Degrees of Sepa- 
ration before originating the role of 
Mark Cohen in the Broadway smash 
Rent. "He's an intense mixture of brava- 
do and intelligence, a little bit guarded, 
but he also tries to be open." 

The fact that both actors are also mu- 
sicians (Crowe fronts the band 30-Odd 
Foot of Grunts; Rapp just released his 
debut disc, Look Around) helped ce- 
ment their bond. "We swapped CDs, and 



Big gay twists 

They're b-a-a-ack-those wacky, 
wonderful supporting characters 
who turn out to be gay in the last 
reel. Thanks, Hollywood! We feel 
included! By Dave White 



Remember lesbian chic? Hollywood doesn't. 
For those who keep track, it seems that 
every other mainstream film in the past year 
featured a supporting gay male character, 
from the wacky wig-wearing neighbors of 
the stinky Sweet November to the retro 
closet-busting 1981 camp counselors of 
Wet Hot American Summer. (True, Pam 
Grier, Clea DuVall, and Joanna Cassidy play 
lesbians in Ghosts of Mars, but they get 
killed off one by one and need Ice Cube to 
come to the rescue.) The twist? This was 
the year of the Big Gay Lug, the manly, 
lumbering brute or squat rotund male 
who — surprise! — got caught checking out 
the dudes instead of the chicks. A brief, 
mostly butch list: 



» SAVING SILVERMAN: This early- 
2001 comedy flop features the obnox- 
ious Jack Black as a member of a 
Neil Diamond tribute band who falls 
for his former high school football 
coach, R. Lee Ermey ( Full Metal 
Jacket's brutal boot camp sergeant). 
They get married at the end. Did they 
register at Foot Locker? 

» THE MEXICAN: Emmy-winning 
Sopranos star James Gandolfini is a 
hit man who gets clocked cruising 
another guy in a diner by Julia Rob- 
erts, thereby making him the highest- 
profile bear sex symbol of the year. 

» THE SCORE: Marlon Brando wins 
the Subtext Award for mentioning 
his character's homosexuality only 
in press interviews. You'll have an 
easier time figuring out who's 
double-crossing whom in this heist 
caper than you will decoding Bran- 
do's same-sex signifiers. (Was that a 
lisp, Marlon?) 

» RUSH HOUR 2: Former Ellen 
costar Jeremy Piven prances his 



way through his cameo as a retail 
queen, giving Chris Tucker and 
Jackie Chan the jitters. They were 
expecting something different from a 
Versace boutique? 

» CORKY ROMANO: Chris Penn 
is the Mafia muscle outed by his 
effeminate heterosexual brother, 
Corky (Chris Kattan). Terrifically 
unfunny, this comedy does, howev- 
er, contain the zingiest PFLAG mo- 
ment of the year, as mob dad Peter 
Falk barks, "I love ya, you big gay 
bastard!" 

» THE MAN WHO WASNT THERE: 
Character actor and Coen brothers 
staple Jon Polito tries to seduce 
Billy Bob Thornton by grabbing his 
crotch with one hand and his own 
toupee with the other. Thornton is 
not amused. 

» THE ONE: Speaking of not 
amused, action star Jet Li is furious 
when he discovers that one of his 
many parallel-universe identities is 
"married to a man." 



Saving Silverman 




The Mexican 




What's the Worst.. 




THE ADVOCATE I 



I JANUARY 22, 2002 



EVERYONE LOVES 

a great finish. 



Introducing 

OUR NEWEST EXPRESSION, 

The Glenlivet 
French Oak Finish, 

UNI Q_U ELY FINISHED IN 
French Limousin Oak, 

RENOWNED FOR BRINGING 
flavor TO FINE 
WINES AND COGNACS. 



I talked to him about The Rocky 
Horror Shmv; he played Frank 'N' 
Furtor in his early days," recalls 
Rapp. "We played chess, because 
our characters play. One day Russell 
surprised die four guys who play his 
friends with beautiful chess sets." 

Rapp, who's been openly gay for 
years, says he doesn't worry about 
being out in his career: "There are al- 
ways factors that might give people 
pause — that I'm blond, I have blue 
eyes, I'm the guy from Rent Whatev- 
er it is, I can't do anything about it." 

Rapp works hard as a role model, 
answering fan E-mails and speaking 
to gay-straight alliances in schools. 
"Quite a few kids have written to me 
and said I've given them inspira- 
tion," says Rapp. "It never ceases to 
be wonderful to hear that." ■ 

Hensley, author of Misadventures in 
the (213), also writes for TV Guide. 



Find more on Anthony Rapp, i Beautiful Mind, 
and links to related sites at www.advocate.com 



» JAY AND SILENT BOB STRIKE 
BACK: Jason Lee, the vociferous 
homophobe of Chasing Amy, winds 
up as punch-line arm candy for car- 
toonist Dwight Ewell (Punks). 

» WHAT'S THE WORST THAT 
COULD HAPPEN? The worst thing 
would be not to see this otherwise 
forgettable Martin Lawrence come- 
dy and miss a wickedly funny turn 
by William Fichtner (Go's creepy 
cop) as the smartest, swishiest 
detective in recent memory. And he 
makes pre Stonewall fashion sense 
seem modern. 

» FROM HELL: Irish actor Susan 
Lynch {Nora) plays a lesbian prosti- 
tute whose rough work on the Lon- 
don streets gets rougher when Jack 
the Ripper shows up. She does man- 
age, however, to get more off-the- 
clock lovin' than the rest of the 
painted ladies, Heather Graham 
aside. ■ 

White writes on music and film for 
iFilm.com. 



BEST 

OF THE 

YEAR 



FILM 




(1) Hedwig and the Angry Inch 

Actor-cowriter-director John Cameron 
Mitchell and musician-cowriter-composer 
Stephen Trask turned their stage show 
about an ambisexual rocker into a master- 
piece of sweat, tears, and glitter makeup. 

(2) The Deep End 

Tilda Swinton was the fierce mother of a 
gay boy in this killer murder mystery. 

(3) Trembling Before G-d 

This film on gay and lesbian Orthodox 
Jews opened more closets than Cher. 

(4) Songcatcher 

Appalachian music and lesbian romance, 
beautifully intertwined. 

(5) Together 

The Age of Aquarius lives in this pan-sexy 
romp from the director of Show Me Love. 

(6) LI E. and Our Lady 
of the Assassins 

Beautiful films that confront intergenera- 
tional sex without blinking or judging. 

(7) Keep the River on Your Right 

Life and gay love among primitive tribes. 
Must be seen to be believed. 

(8) Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back 

Kevin Smith's straight buffoons make for 
great gay comedy. Offended? Oh, relax. 

(9) The Lord of the Rings 

The Fellowship of the Fling: Sir Ian McKel- 
len as Gandalf is our action figure. 

(10) Big Eden 

Audience favorite for upbeat romance 
between average gay Joes. 
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Hip gay aunt 




P9 



hot gay niece 

Family resemblance: Filmmaker Lisa Udelson and her niece, 
punk rocker JD Samson, make big artistic waves 

By Michele Kort 



Lisa Udelson and JD Samson 
have a lot in common. They're 
both from Cleveland. They've 
both been quite hot, culture- 
wise, this past year: Udelson 
directed queer film festival favorite Life- 
time Guarantee, a documentary about 
flattopped folksinger Phranc's startling 
transformation into a Tupperware lady, 
while Samson's rising feminist punk 
rock band, Le Tigre, released a well- 
received new album, Feminist Sweep- 
stakes. Both Udelson (who came out at 
20) and Samson (at about 15) are les- 
bians. Both appreciate provocative art, 
music, and visual aesthetics (Udelson 
majored in film, Samson in studio arts). 
Finally, they celebrate Thanksgiving to- 
gether, since Udelson, 42, is 23-year-old 
Samson's aunt. 

"I remember when I was very young 
being totally into my aunt because she 
was still young and lived in cool urban 
places, while I lived in a Midwest sub- 
urb," says Samson, who now calls 
Brooklyn, N.Y., home when she's not 
touring the world with Le Tigre. 

"I kind of straddle the world of my 
three older sisters and my nieces and 
nephews," agrees Udelson, who has 
lived in Los Angeles since 1985. "I'm the 
hip aunt In a way, I have a lot more in 
common with my nieces and nephews 
because I pay attention to popular cul- 
ture and listen to the same music." 

She especially shares a bond with 
JD — nee Jocelyn — around their sexuali- 
ty. Udelson came out to her family after 
attending the University of Michigan. 
Samson, then in seventh grade, remem- 
bers the big deal made over Udelson's 
bringing her girlfriend home for Thanks- 
giving. "I felt so bad the way people were 
looking at them," she says. "But I looked 
at them like, Wow, tliey're ivaily liappy. r 



At about that time, Samson felt the 
first stirrings of her own lesbian identi- 
ty. "I remember crying hysterically to 
Lisa when I was 16 because I'd fallen in 
love with my best friend in high school," 
she says. "My aunt became an integral 
part of my coming-out, in a huge way." 

"I had the idea that she was gay," 
says Udelson. "I recognized in her cer- 
tain things that I saw in myself — man- 
nerisms, the way she dealt with people, 
her humor, what filings attracted her. In 
a way, I feel that she's my kid." 

Udelson speaks of her niece in a 
proud parent's tones: "She can do any- 
thing. Before the band, I didn't even 
know she could play an instrument. 
Now she's onstage playing keyboards, 
guitar, trumpet, and singing." 

Le Tigre (on Mr. Lady Records) was 
formed in 1998 by ex-Bikini Kill leader 
Kathleen Hanna, video artist Sadie Ben- 
ning, and Johanna Fateman. Samson, 
who knew the women and hung out 
with a musical crowd — as had her aunt 
when she was that age — first entered 
their circle as a slide projectionist in 
early 2000, but in a few months Benning 
had left the group and Samson had 
learned enough instruments to fit right 
in to its multimedia, politicized, dance- 
oriented aesthetic. 

"People wonder how we can make art 
that's happy, because punk is so con- 
nected to being angry," she says. "But we 
just want to make music that makes us 
feel good." 

Considering the similarities between 
the kin, it's little surprise that the 
themes Aunt Lisa dramatized in her last 
two films also focused on the brighter 
side of human nature. "They're about 
what's right with the world instead of 
what's wrong," she says. In her much- 
shown 1995 short, Party Favor (featur- 




ing Friend David Schwimmer), a broth- 
er agrees at his bride-to-be's shower to 
be a sperm donor to his lesbian sister's 
mate. In Lifetime Guarantee the butch- 
appearing Phranc disarms Tupperware 
sellers and buyers with her sweet, en- 
dearing personality. 

Yet homophobia rears up in the 
film's climax, when Phranc receives a 
devastating snub at Tupperware 's an- 
nual convention. Similarly, Samson — 
who unapologetically maintains an an- 
drogynous, short-haired "herm" style, 
as her friends call girls who look like 
boys — has been told at truck stops to 
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Udelson and Samson (foreground, from left) back home in the family kitchen for the Thanksgiving feast 



get out of the women's bathroom. 

Udelson says she's touched by both 
women's gender-bending bravery. She 
herself feels more assimilated into main- 
stream culture, even as she explores its 
edges in her films. "I don't relate to butch 
and femme, but I find it really interest- 
ing," she muses. "Just because I'm the 
aunt and was influential in JD's coming- 
out doesn't mean there isn't a reciprocal 
amount of learning. I learn volumes from 
her, not the least of which is what's going 
on in her world." 



Seems like a great trade-off: A lesbian 
aunt provides a safer path for her bud- 
ding lesbian niece, while the niece runs 
with fresh legs further along it, thus giv- 
ing her aunt greater hope for a progres- 
sive future. ■ 

Kort i.s author of Sold Picnic: The Music 
and Passion of Laura Nyro, cominy in 
April from Si. Martin's Piv.ss. 




Find more on tisa Udelson. JD Samson, and links to 
related Internet sites at www.advocale.coin 
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Email way 

Ben Brantley, chief theater critic of 
The Hew York Times, reflects on editing a new 
book of Times reviews, dueling with antigay 
critic John Simon, and witnessing the healing 

power Of theater By David Bahr 

Reading a Ben Brantley review leaves little doubt 
This is a man who loves his job. As chief theater 
critic for The New York Times, having begun 
there as a theater reviewer in 1993, he writes re- 
views that are insightful, intelligent, and, most 
important, joyously passionate. Although his first journal- 
ism job was as a fashion reporter for Women's Wear 
Da ily (with no previous knowledge of fashion, he bemus- 
edly adds), Brantley has always been an ardent theater 
fan. He was 15 when he saw his first Broadway produc- 
tion, Follies, and 32 years later he can still recall every mo- 
ment "scene by scene." Having edited the recently pub- 
lished The New York Times Book of Broadway, which 
contains 125 Times reviews of some of the most unforget- 
table productions of the last century, Brantley sat down 
with The Advocate to discuss gays in theater, 200 l's best 
of Broadway, and his infamous television debate in June 
with homophobic critic John Simon What follows are ex- 
cerpts from that conversation 

How did you decide which 125 reviews to include in 
the book? 

Several factors. We wanted reviews that embody the time. 
These are productions that had a real impact and made 
news, something that people said they'd never seen any- 
thing like that These are shows that either disturbed or 
shocked or were else such perfection that they became a 
standard for all other productions. 

Looking at the past year, what do you think of the 
current state of gay theater? I know you liked 
Edward Albee's The Play About the Baby. 

I don't think of that as a gay play, although Albee is a play- 
wright who is gay. To try and interpret everything he 
writes as if it's coded homosexuality is wrong. I had an ar- 
gument with John Simon [on Charlie Rose's PBS show] 
about this. The Play Abou t the Baby was much more reso- 
nant than Simon thought I don't think it's coded "faggot 
nonsense," as he would have it 

How did the whole subject come up between you 
and Simon? 

Charlie Rose had said something about how I had grown 
into the job, giving me a kind of pat on the back. Then he 
turned to John and said, "Don't you agree?" And John said 
something like [imitating an affected voice], "Oh, yes, but 
the one difference between us, I would say, is Mr. Brant- 



THE ADVOCATE I 



JANUARY 22, 2002 



Cop 



ley's affection, for want of a better word, 
for what I call 'the homosexual play.' " 
And of course I just went, "Huh?" Then I 
said, "Are we going back to The Play 
About the Baby?" Because we had argued 
about it earlier. To which he said, "Yes, 
that and others." 

I think John mistakes obscurity for ho- 
mosexuality. He feels a litde threatened. 
So I said that I believe it's generational. A 
lot of the things that he identifies with 
gay sensibility are certain kinds of irony, 
a sense of talking in quotation marks, and 
what we often call camp, something that 
most kids are now familiar with in the 
age of Letterman. Then I said to him 
[laughing], "Maybe it's in the water, John. 
Maybe it's that gay fluoride in the water." 

What makes a good theater critic? 

For me, tone of voice. It's someone you 
want to listen to whether you agree with 
him or not. You want that kind of dia- 
logue going in your head. 

Is that what you take into account 
when you write your reviews? 

I try. You want to convey your affection 
for it. Your passion. 

Do you think being a gay man affects 
your reviews? 

I would never begin a review, "As a gay 
man..." I just think it's a turnoff. But if 
you're talking about sexuality as being a 
matter of physical attraction, that doesn't 
enter into it for me when I'm reviewing. 

Have you seen actors whose sexual 
charisma has affected how you 
experience their performance? 

Sure. Male and female. Both Ian McKellen 
and Helen Mirren in [the current produc- 
tion of] Dance of Death have incredible 
sexual charisma There is this escalated 
sense of heat when they are on the stage. 

How have Broadway and the New 
York theater community been 
affected by September 11? 

I think at first everyone overreacted, say- 
ing, "Oh, God, we've got to close." Then 
they realized they were being too hasty. A 
number of plays closed, but they would 
have closed anyway. I did go back to Kiss 
Me, Kate after they made that dramatic 
gesture of tearing up the closing notice 
and the cast and crew took pay cuts. And 
I found the production still terrific, just 
what I was in the mood for. Obviously, 



the tension level in New York has gone 
way up. Shows that might not have regis- 
tered as effectively in other times are be- 
coming hits. They would have sneered at 
Mamma Mia! during another time. But 
when I saw it, you could really feel the re- 
lease of tension in the audience, with 
everyone luxuriating in something so in- 
credibly irrelevant 

What do you make of the politically 
incorrect depictions of gays in The 
Producers? 

I had no problem with it. I actually 
thought it was a healthy sign that you've 
gotten to the point where you could do 
that The play is a send-up of everyone. 

What has stood out for you this year 
in theater? 

I loved The Producers. I liked The Play 
About the Baby a lot. Ralph Fiennes's 
Hamlet didn't tell me anything new, 
whereas Simon Russell Beale's Hamlet 
did. It was the best Hamlet I've ever seen. 
You watch it, hearing lines you've known 
your whole life sounding fresh, and you 
realize what they could mean. That's all I 
ask of a revival: Are you going to tell me 
something new? McKellen's performance 
does. I think it's dazzling. Kate Burton in 
Hedda Gabler does the same thing. 

Any early Tony predictions? 

I think Burton and Helen Mirren will be 
nominated. Katie Finneran in Noises Off 
should get a Tony. It's the greatest comic 
performance I've seen in a while. The 
show is fabulous. Urinetown will proba- 
bly get Best Musical. 

What's your assessment of 
contemporary theater? 

When theater tries to replicate the effects 
of film and television, it gets in trouble. 
Big spectacle in the theater dehuman- 
izes, and theater is the most human of 
the arts. It takes place in real time with 
real people, and it can all go so wrong. 
Yet when it goes right it's human ascen- 
sion into divinity. It's this incredibly 
transforming moment, something that's 
never going to be replicated in exactly 
the same way. ■ 

BaJir writes for The New York Times 
and New York magazine. 




To read more of the Mmate interview with Ben 
Brantley, visit www.advocate.com 
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1)The Full Monty and 

The Producers (Broadway) 
They put gay people onstage, not back- 
stage, and sparked plenty of debate. 



2) Giulio Cesare (Los Angeles Opera) 
Countertenors David Daniels, David Walk- 
er, and Bejun Mehta hit a new high. 

3) The Car Man (national tour) 
Matthew Bourne's hunky take on Carmen. 

4) The Invention of Love (Broadway) 

Richard Easton and Robert Sean Leonard 
won Tonys as gay poet A.E. Housman. 

5) WuomOS (San Francisco) 
Lesbian serial killer Aileen Wuornos, by out 
composer-librettist Carla Lucero. 

6) Valley of the Dolls 

(Victory Fund staged reading, Los Angeles) 
Bruce Vllanch, Alec Mapa, and Wilson Cruz 
as Susann's heroines. Wildly funny. 

7) Garbo's Cuban Lover 

(Los Angeles) 

Odalys Nanin wrote, directed, and starred 
as lesbian legend Mercedes de Acosta. 

8) Resident Alien (off Broadway) 
Quentin Crisp, channeled by Bette Bourne. 

9) EnniO MarchettO (national tour) 
A human pop-up book. Truly original. 

10) Truemyth (off Broadway) 

A fierce homage to David Wojnarowicz. 
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Dish from Dietrich's 
daughter 

Maria Riva, daughter of 




Ah, Marlene Dietrich. Her 
beauty was considerable, but 
her go-tohell spirit is the real 
reason why, 100 years after 
her birth, she's still equally 
cherished by lesbians and gay men. This 
November her fans had a chance to fall 
in love yet again, with Marlene Dietrich: 
Photographs and Memories (Knopf, 
$40), brimming with photos and memen- 
tos, including a letter from Dietrich's 
long-rumored lesbian lover, screenwriter 
Mercedes de Acosta. 

Much of the text was supplied by Diet- 
rich's daughter, Maria Riva hi an E-mail 



interview with The Advocate — her first 
ever with die gay press — Riva declined 
to confirm the legends about Dietrich's 
bisexual adventures. But she parried our 
questions with a wit that reminds us why 
we found her mother so delightful. 

A letter from Mercedes de Acosta to 
Dietrich appears on page 22, with 
the caption that de Acosta was on 
the rebound from Gar bo and Die- 
trich was now her lover. Would you 
tell the story of their relationship? 
Allow me to clarify: De Acosta was "the 
lover," Dietrich was the recipient. Not 



all lesbian relationships are those of 
mutual acceptance. The taker and 
receiver are often unresolved persua- 
sions, romanticized experimentation, 
sometimes even physical forms of self- 
punishment excursions. To declare 
one's sexual preferences does not 
always make one free, no? 

Could you talk a bit about Marlene's 
superb top hat and tails scene in 
Morocco, in which she kisses a 
woman in the audience? 

The kiss" was done simply to shock pu- 
ritanical America It was not a statement, 
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Memories of Mother 

"Male attire," says Marlene's daughter, Maria Riva, "always suited Dietrich's superb sense of 
uncluttered style" — as these photos from Marlene Dietrich: Photographs and Memories bear out. 



no matter how much our clianging times 
might wish it so. But shock it did. 

It seems she openly enjoyed her 
great appeal to women as well as 
men. Is this something she ever 
spoke with you about? 

Male attire, with its need for movement in 
battle — its lack of fuss and useless adorn- 
ment, at least in later centuries — always 
suited Dietrich's superb sense of unclut- 
tered style. Besides being comfortable — 
men can exude sex without having to 
expose flesh — this too defined Dietrich's 
mystic aura without needing to undress. 



It has long been believed that 
Dietrich had an affair with Greta 
Garbo in Berlin, early m both their 
careers. Can you tell us anything 
about their romance? 
No, again, no matter how much your 
readers might wish it were so, Dietrich 
never had a relationship with Garbo, 
nor would she have had, if ap- 
proached. She considered Garbo a 
dour Swede, beautiful, perhaps — but 
intelligent? Hardly. ■ 



Find more on the book Marlene Dietrich. . . and the Turner 
Classic Movies Dietrich filmfest at www.advocate.com 



Marlene vs. Adolph 

Marlene Dietrich: Her Own Song 

■ Written by Karin Kearns 

■ Directed by J. David Riva 

■ Narrated by Jamie Lee Curtis 

■ Turner Classic Movies 

■ Premieres December 27, 8 p.m. 
Eastern (check local listings) 

By Trudy Ring 

Starting on December 27 
(Marlene's 100th birthday), 
Dietrich fans can celebrate as 
Turner Classic Movies kicks 
off a monthlong filmfest (goto 
Advocate.com for a link to the schedule). 
That same night, TCM premieres the fas- 
cinating new documentary Marlene 
Dietrich: Her Own Song, which focuses 
not on her oft-reported relationships with 
both men (husband Rudolf Sieber, French 
actor Jean Gabin) and women (writer 
Mercedes de Acosta, fellow Hollywood 
luminary Claudette Colbert) but on her tor- 
tured one with her homeland, Germany. 

Dietrich, Hollywood's hottest import in 
the early 1930s, was appalled by Hitler's 
rise to power back home and refused 
many pleas to return and make films for 
the Third Reich. Meanwhile, the Nazis 
condemned her sexy American movies. 
While the documentary makes no men- 
tion of Dietrich's lesbian loves, it sug- 
gests that one thing the Nazis couldn't 
stomach was her on-screen crossing of 
sexual boundaries: The famous scene in 
Morocco (a film banned in Germany) in 
which a tuxedoed Dietrich kisses a love- 
ly woman on the lips is juxtaposed with a 
quote from the German press saying, 
"The film offends the moral and academ- 
ic ideals of the Reich." 

Dietrich quickly threw herself into the 
war against the Nazis; she aided refugees 
and, after the United States entered the 
fight, entertained Allied soldiers at the 
front and made propaganda broadcasts 
aimed at undermining German troops' 
resolve The film, directed by Dietrich's 
grandson, documents this work through 
archival footage (including home movies) 
and interviews with daughter Maria Riva, 
Nazi-hunter Beate Klarsfeld, and many 
others. While veering toward hagiogra- 
phy, it still provides ample evidence that 
Dietrich, in addition to playing the ultimate 
femme fatale on film, played, in Klarsfeld's 
words, "an extraordinary political and 
moral role in the world." ■ 
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She's gotta have it 

Gen X sex guru Tristan Taormino talks about the year her 

underground savvy bubbled over into mainstream success By Michele Kort 




Lesbian sex advice goes network: "I found myself on NBC giving sex tips to Dick Clark," says On Our Backs editor Tristan Taormino. 



M M H^HH hees 

need to bring her to 
or-gahsm," says Tris- 
tan Taormino in her 
H best German-accent- 
ed imitation of munchkin sex guru Dr. 
Ruth Westheimer. Then Taormino, a 
self-described sex educator herself, 
detonates the Dr. Ruth impression. 
"Have you brought a woman to or- 
gasm, Dr. Ruth?" asks the 31-year-old 
New Yorker rhetorically. "I wouldn't 
recommend something if I hadn't done 
it myself. It's all tested. I think people 
appreciate the experience." 

Yes, indeed. The sexual experience 
of the dyke-identified (but "equal op- 
portunity" lover) Taormino is much 


appreciated these days, and not just by 
the tattooed crowd. "This year I found 
myself on NBC giving sex tips to Dick 
Clark," she gleefully notes. Taormino 
also writes columns for The Village 
Voice and Taboo magazine, gives sex- 
positive workshops for all genders and 
persuasions at colleges and sex-toy 
stores, edits the lesbian erotica maga- 
zine On Our Backs, writes books — 
The Ultimate Guide to Anal Sex for 
Women (Cleis Press, 1997) and her lat- 
est, Pucker Up: A Hands-on Guide to 
Ecstatic Sex (ReganBooks, 2001) — 
and codirected and starred in an adult- 
award-winning video that explicitly il- 
lustrated her back-door advice. 

Next up: cable TV (she has a devel- 


opment deal). "I won't be able to say 
'pussy' — one of my favorite words," 
says Taormino between bites at a Los 
Angeles sidewalk cafe, where she also 
declaims loudly on everything from 
masturbation to female ejaculation. 
"But I'll compromise in order to reach 
so many people." 

Brought up in Sayville, N.Y. — a 
Long Island shore town where gay 
men catch the ferry to Fire Island — 5 
Taormino was raised primarily by her 
mom, who didn't proactively explain 
the birds and bees but didn't mind 
when young Tristan absconded with 
her copy of The Joy of Sex. Taormi- ► 
no's dad was gay, a fact she learned at 
age 15, when she spent a summer with 5 
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him in Provincetown, Mass., and 
worked in a leather boutique. (He 
later died of AIDS complications.) 

Taormino majored in American stud- 
ies at Wesleyan University and came 
out as queer in her sophomore year. 
Ever since, she's been exploring the 
outer (and inner) reaches of sexuality, 
hoping to empower others both to dis- 
cover and to satisfy their own desires. 

But with her superbusy schedule, 
does Taormino — who, in her black- 
rimmed glasses and flip hairstyle, 
looks like a prim cinematic secretary 
about to wildly throw off the specs 
and shake out her hair — actually have 
time to. . .have sex? "Oh, that's a good 
fucking question," she says, laughing. 
"People assume I'm swinging from the 
chandeliers 24/7, but I'm a total 
workaholic. Nine times out of 10 work 
takes precedence over sex, so I rely 
on my lovers [primarily, two people — 
a longtime girlfriend and a female-to- 
male "tranny boy"] to poke me on the 
shoulder and say, 'Tristan, you need 
to stop working for just a minute.' " ■ 



v/pfa For links to sites about Tristan Taormino and 
U On Our Backs, go to www.advocate.com 



Liz Smith's true 
romance 

In the first edition other 
memoir, Natural Blonde, 
columnist Liz Smith claimed 
longtime partner Iris Love 
was just a friend. But in the 
2001 paperback , Smith changed 
the text to give Love her propers. You go, Liz! 
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Put your money where your conscience is 

Now you can invest not just for profit, 
but for principle. 



Using The Lambda Strategy, you can invest 
in companies that exhibit enlightened man- 
agement and a commitment to the Gay and 
Lesbian community through policies of non- 
discrimination and/or domestic partnership 
benefits. This approach to equity investing 
may be suitable for your 401(k) Rollover or 
IRA, as well as other personal investments. 
The initial minimum investment is $25,000. 

The Lambda Investment Group 
Your Team at Prudential Securities 

800-354-9066 or 859-243-5062 
brian_tremain@prusec.com 



Performance ending 9/30/01 
3 years: 



Lambda 
S&P 



10.4% 
2.0% 



1 Year: 



Year-to-date: 



Lambda 
S&P 



-28.8% 
-26.6% 



Lambda 
S&P 



-3.0% 
-20.4% 
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& Financial 



K you currently hove on account with Prudential Securities, we con work wild your existing Finonciol Advisor Hove him or bei coll us ot 800-354-9066 for me 
details. Lambda Strategy composite results reflect me performance of all accounts mat the Manager managed in Hie Lambda Strategy for ot least one complete cal- 
endar yeai. Hie returns ate a size- and nmeweighted composite of all accounts open for one full yen as of 9/30/01 and reflect reinvestment of income and/or real- 
ized capital gains. The rerurns reflect the deduction of the Prudential Securities Portfolio Monogement (PSPM) program fees. The Lambda Strategy performance num- 
bers ate net of 1 3% annual odvisory rate, the highest fee chmged in the PSPM program, four fee may be less, depending on the size of your investment. Standard 
i Poor's 500 Index covers 500 industrial, utility, transportation, and finonciol companies of the US markets. The vob*eighted index represents about 75% of the 
NYSE market capitalization and 30K of the NYSE issues. The investment return of the S&P 500 is shown for comparative purposes. The index was selected because 
we believe that it reflects the brood market within which the Manager invests. When comparing the returns of the Manager to those of the index, you should take into 
account that the Manager does not necessarily hold the some securities as the index ono that the index may not accurately reflect the asset allocations and portfolio 
chcfocteristics of accounts managed by the Manager. Investors cannot directly invest ■ on index. Since PSPM accounts are individually managed, account performance 
will vary. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Professional money monogement is not suitable foi all investors. Coll us to discuss whether this invest- 
ment is suitable for you. © 1 1 /Oi Securities products and services ore offered try Prudential Securities Incorporated, member SIPC, a Prudential company. Prudential 
Finonciol is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ, and its affiliates, www.prufn.com 
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The prime of his life 

Samuel R. Delany turns taboo into cult literary success, as a new generation of fans is now 
learning through the reissue of his pansexual sci-fi epic Dhalgren By Don Beiton 




Delany on Dhalgren: "People often ask, regarding the reissue, how people responded to the sex in the 
novel when it was first published and aren't we a lot cooler about sex today— to which I say no." 



To put it mildly, Samuel R. De- 
lany is having a moment For 
years he and his books — an 
astonishing assortment of 
more than three dozen titles, 
from science fiction to scholarly criti- 
cism to erotica — were known only to 
the truly hip. But suddenly ink on De- 
lany is spilling all over the place, with 
fan Web sites, pages in The New York 
Times, even a profile in the porn maga- 
zine Inches. In May, Vintage Books 
kicked off a major Delany series by 
reissuing his classic science fiction 
novel Dhalgren (which has sold a cool 
million copies since its debut in 
1975) — thus introducing the 60-year-old 
author to a new generation of readers. 

About the Vintage publishing deal, 
Delany says simply, "They suggested 
this. I didn't seek them out." His work 
backs him up. Delany has never gone 
after commercial success. Instead he 
has put in years of labor finding and 
breaking the boundaries of political 
and sexual repression. Delany is a 
heavyset man with a full-blown beard 
that looks like an inverted afro. His 
full-size frame doesn't deter him from 
wearing the standard Christopher 
Street-issue tight T-shirt and jeans. 
Delany carries New York City's gay 
ghetto with him wherever he goes. 

"There are certain things I don't 
think there's any reason to be ashamed 
of — things having to do with one's own 
body," he says over dinner at his fa- 
vorite Italian restaurant in Philadel- 
phia, where he recently accepted a 
tenured professorship at Temple Uni- 
versity. "How do I lose any dignity by 
telling you that I go to the bathroom or 
that I have sex? I'm not telling you I'm 
doing anything that everyone doesn't 
do. There are things one should be 
ashamed of doing, but they have to do 
with hurting other people." 

Has America's fear of sex lessened 
since he started writing? No. "When 
Dhalgren was first published," Delany 
says, "what people talked about was 
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"Dhalgren'shero 
has sex with a 
number of guys and 
one woman," Delanyl 
notes. In 1975 "that 
was considered 
ordinary or real." 



babe 



el-17 

melr. delany 



the street language. No one mentioned 
the sex. It was considered ordinary or 
real. Dhalgren's hero has sex with a 
number of guys and one woman. Now 
young people, especially, go on and on 
about the sex in that novel. No one no- 
tices the street language, because 
every caper film or cop show is scat- 
tered with four-letter words." 

Delany has a knack for taking as- 
pects of gay life that are most taboo and 
turning them into sources of celebra- 
tion. In the essays of 1999's Times 
Square Red, Times Square Blue, he 
brilliantly, if somewhat belligerently, de- 
fends the liberatory possibilities of gay 
public sex. In The Mad Man, his sprawl- 
ing 1994 pornographic novel, Delany's 
sexually rampaging male characters 
find ecstasy and even redemption. 

Delany has lived by his own rules. 
Bread and Wine, the 1999 comic book 
he and illustrator Mia Wolff penned, de- 
tails how in 1990 Delany (then heading 
the comparative literature department 
at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst) met and fell for Dennis, a 
homeless — and heterosexual — Brook- 
lyn Irishman selling used books from a 
blanket on New York's 72nd Street 

The two men are still lovers. Tve al- 
ways been attracted to men with big 
hands and dirty fingernails," says De- 
lany. "I suppose it is interesting about 
the question of sexual identity in our re- 
lationship. Dennis once said, 'If you ever 
want sex from me, don't ask me for it, 
just take it As long as you do that, IH 
never say no, even if we're riding on the 
Fifth Avenue bus.' So that's what I do, 
and we've been together all these years, 
and we get along fine." 

I apologize for asking whether De- 
lany has ever passed for white or was 
ever tempted to do so. "The truth is 
that I am black. And proud. Just as I 



am gay and proud," Delany answers. 
"I tell people who question my black- 
ness, if you want to see a black man, 
look at me. Everything I do is black." 

Still, Delany is a conundrum, a cele- 
brated black writer who could easily 
pass for white, a marginal writer with a 
large, popular following, an academic 
who writes science fiction, and a gay 
man engaged in a sexual relationship 
with an otherwise heterosexual man. 

How does he resolve his own con- 
tradictions? Delany begins, "When I 
was 23 I had a nervous breakdown 
precipitated by overwork, for the most 
part. I had written and published five 
novels in three years, and I was in a 
heterosexual relationship and trying 
my best to live up to that, though my 
wife was aware I was gay. I had a 
chance to talk about my homosexuali- 
ty in a group therapy session. The first 
time, I had no language to do it All I 
could do was to confess abjectly. 

"That night, I thought, Where did 
all that come from? Of course, from 
things I had read [about homosexuali- 
ty]. I told myself, You can't do that 
again. You're betraying yourself 
with all this vocabulary from psy- 
chologists and psychiatrists. You've 
got to talk about what you are going 
through. Otherwise, it's not going to 
work. You will kill yourself. My work 
is built on a commitment to a certain 
kind of honesty that is very necessary. 
I'm struggling. We all are. It is a strug- 
gle to be honest To me, it is a matter 
of survival." ■ 

Belton is the editor of Speak My Name: 
Black Men on Masculinity and the 
American Dream (Beacon Press). 
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For more on Samuel Delany and an excerpt from 
Bhalgren, 90 to www.advocate.com 



(DSissyphobia: Gay 
Men and Effeminate 
Behavior Tim Bergling 

Bergling's book may be the 
first footnote-free, addictively 
readable account of all the 
gender stereotypes ("queen," 
"straight-acting") that gay people propagate 
without any homophobes' help. Packed with 
personal stories and clear-headed thinking. 

(2) The Amazing Adventures of 
Kavalier & Clay Michael Chabon 

A Pulitzer-winning epic set in the early days 
of the comic book industry. 

(3) Pages for You Sylvia Brownrigg 

Hot campus romance between budding 
writer and gorgeous teacher. 

(4) Behind the Screen 

William J. Mann 

Gay and lesbian Hollywood on the other 
side of the camera. Action! 

(5) The Practical Heart 
Allan Gurganus 

A take on life that* s queer in the finest sense. 

(6) Fraud David Rakoff 

Essays to get us in touch with our inner nerd. 

(7) Dancing With Demons 
Penny Valentine and Vicki Wickham 

The divine Dusty Springfield takes her place 
in the lesbian pantheon at last 

(8) The Wind Done Gone 
Alice Randall 

Gone With the Wind's Ashley Wilkes? Gay. 

(9) My Son Divine 
Frances Milstead 

The late drag diva writ large — by his mom. 

(10) Tell-all biographies 

Natalie Wood {Natasha), Isadora Duncan 
(Isadora), Moss Hart (Dazzler), Edna St 
Vincent Millay (Savage Beauty), Madonna 
(Goddess). . . It has been a year for gossipy 
bios, authorized or not, and we're hooked. 
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Thought-police brutality 



Out artist Alex Donis discusses 
his sexy new paintings-which the 
city of Los Angeles says are too 
controversial to display 
By Derrick Mathis 



police officer walked in one day 
and started asking me ques- 
tions." Alex Donis is recalling 
his experience while hanging 
I his artwork at the Watts Towers 
Arts Center in Los Angeles. "He asked me if the 
paintings were going to travel to the academy. I 
said, 'What academy?' And he said, "The police 
academy. People should see this.' " 

Nobody saw Donis's exhibition, though. Be- 
fore it could be viewed by the public, his art 
was taken down without his knowledge. The 
reason: too homoerotic. 

Realistically rendered in oil and enamel on 
Plexiglas and canvas, War's 14 paintings pack 
an undeniable punch. They depict Los Angeles 
Police Department officers doing some hot and 
heavy disco dancing, each with his own fa- 
vorite homeboy from the "hood. 

The work had been commissioned by the 
arts center, a publicly funded organization lo- 
cated next to the city's famed Watts Towers, 
named for the mostly African-American and 




Donis (above) in his Los Angeles studio; (below) a selection from the War series. The oil- 
and-enamel paintings, commissioned to hang in the arts center next to Los Angeles's Watts 
Towers, were removed before the premiere, Donis hopes to tour the exhibit nationally. 
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Latino community where they stand. 
Donis says the center knew what it 
was in for. Director Mark Greenfield 
counters that community outrage, not 
prudery, prompted him to take the pic- 
tures down four days before War's 
opening reception, with the support of 
the city department of Cultural Affairs 
general manager, Margie Reese. Green- 
field and Reese claim that community 
members threatened violent protests. 

Donis, 37 and openly gay, is no 
stranger to violent reactions to his art- 
work. His 1997 exhibit at the Galena 
de la Raza in San Francisco — which 
featured paintings of Jesus Christ kiss- 
ing Lord Rama, Martin Luther King Jr. 
kissing a Ku Klux Klansman, and 
Madonna tonguing Mother Teresa — 
caused such public outrage that the 
gallery was vandalized twice in three 
weeks. In 1999, during a two-year artist 
residency in Sydney that he'd won on 
Greenfield's recommendation, he plas- 
tered the city with a poster depicting a 
virile aboriginal stud and a well-mus- 
cled Aussie stockman locked in an 
erotic kiss. It didn't help matters that 
Donis did this during the country's 
highly publicized and emotionally 
charged move for racial reconciliation 
involving the Australian government's 
return of land to aboriginal people. 

Nonetheless, Donis, a former five- 
year employee of the Watts Towers 



Arts Center, was devastated when he 
was told that War had been taken 
down. The solo exhibition was slated 
to be part of the reopening festivities 
of the towers, an event guaranteed to 
attract thousands. The giant spires had 
been closed to the public for over 7 X A 
years due to extensive damage from 
the Northridge earthquake in Southern 
California. 

"I contacted the National Coalition 
Against Censorship immediately," says 
the Latino artist. "They told me to 
gather signatures. On the day of the re- 
opening of the towers, I went there 
with a drag queen named Carmen. She 
showed up with a giant feather boa, a 
big wig, and sequined gown, and we 
started handing out flyers and getting 
people to sign our petition. We gar- 
nered over 200 signatures that day and 
throughout the weekend at the Watts 
drum and jazz festival." 

The artist got the idea for the War ex- 
hibit two years ago after he came across 
a book titled To Protect and to Serve: 
The LAPD's Century of War in the City 
of Dreams and became fascinated with 
the relationship between the police and 
gangs in Los Angeles. "I started seeing 
the LAPD and gangs as rivals and very 
much having this sense of culture within 
each group," says Donis. The different 
types of armaments that they wear, in- 
signias, and colors. It's very relevant in 



the machismo that's embedded in gangs 
and the police department" 

The artist is still in talks with the 
city to get the War paintings into a 
public art space. "I'm in the process of 
negotiating with the city to reinstall the 
exhibition at the Barnsdall Municipal 
Art Gallery," says Donis. "But the 
Barnsdall space is closed for two years 
for renovations. So I'm hoping that the 
exhibit will travel there in two years or 
so. But it still hasn't been agreed upon. 
They haven't said yes." 

War is now being exhibited at the 
Frumkin/Duval Gallery in Santa Moni- 
ca, Calif., through January 12, at which 
point Donis plans to take the show on 
tour at galleries across the country, 
even though several collectors have 
offered to buy the entire collection of 
paintings. But while preparing for 
War's travel plans, Donis is also laying 
the groundwork for his next project. 

"It'll probably focus on hatred in so- 
ciety and what the September 11 
tragedy has done in terms of mixing 
patriotism and hatred," says the artist. 
"Like how our society is kind of mov- 
ing toward another plane in its atti- 
tudes towards war." ■ 

Mathis also unites for LA Weekly. 




Find more on Alex Donis and links to related Internet 
sites at www.advocate.com 
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When Tony met k.d 

Musical legend Tony Bennett talks about collaborating with k.d. lang 
on their smash tour and his new CD By Larry Flick 




Tony with the laughing face; Bennett calls k.d. lang "one of the great voices of this generation." 



Tony Bennett thrives on dis- 
covery and collaboration. 
There's no need for the leg- 
endary vocalist to work as 
hard as he continues to — 
and yet he does. There's no other way 
for me to exist," he says with a wide 
grin. The day I get lazy or bored is the 
day I pack it in and stop making music." 

This past summer, he had "the time 
of [his] life" touring with k.d. lang, 
whom he has continually gushed over 
in the press. It was the perfect precur- 
sor to his latest studio offering, Playin' 
With My Friends: Bennett Sings the 
Blues (Columbia). 

When he started preproduction for 
the project, he scoured music shops 
around New York, buying every 
scratchy old record he could find. This 



album had to be authentic. The 
arrangements had to capture the tex- 
ture and essence of blues," he says. "So 
I studied the great classics of the genre. 
I searched for the songs that would be 
both fun and a challenge to perform. It 
was an exhilarating process." 

Once the songs were selected and 
arranged, Bennett set out to find duet 
partners that would both complement 
the material and push him to explore 
new areas of his own voice. He wound 
up in the studio with such varied 
artists as Sheryl Crow, who helped 
with a stirring rendition of "Good 
Morning, Heartache" (made famous by 
Billie Holiday); Natalie Cole, on 
"Stormy Weather"; lang, on "Keep the 
Faith, Baby"; Stevie Wonder, on 
"Everyday (I Have the Blues)"; and Kay 



Starr, on "Blue and Sentimental," 
among others. Bennett says he "rev- 
eled in the diversity and unique colors" 
each artist brought to the table, but he 
says he also enjoyed seeing how each 
artist adjusted to his standard practice 
of recording each song live and often 
in one take. 

"It made the sessions electric," he 
says. "When you record like that, any- 
thing can happen. You're traveling 
through the song and you're experi- 
encing the emotion, the feeling of the 
song without the cushion of stopping 
and starting. It makes for a more hon- 
est performance." 

One artist who didn't have to adjust 
too much to Bennett's method of mak- 
ing music was lang. She made a guest 
appearance on his Grammy-winning 
album MTV Unplugged in 1994, a pre- 
cursor performance to the duo's nation- 
al tour during the summer of 2001. "I 
will never turn down the chance to sing 
with Tony Bennett," lang says. "He's one 
of the most exciting, generous people 
I've had the privilege to work with." 

When Bennett invited lang to join 
him on the road, she says, she scuttled 
plans to "simply stay home and write 
music and relax. I remember pinching 
myself when the offer [to tour with 
him] came. It was too good to be true." 

For Bennett, working with lang has 
been a chance to "collaborate with one 
of the great voices of this generation. 
She's a wonder to witness onstage." 

It also allowed Bennett to gain expo- 
sure to lang's loyal gay and lesbian fol- 
lowing, not that it even fazed him. "Life 
is too short to worry about whether 
someone is gay or straight," he says. 
It's about what's in your heart Period. 
And the beauty of music is that it truly 
is universal and unifying. That's what 
matters most to me. That people can 
come together to enjoy good music." ■ 

Flick is talent editor at Billboard. 



Find more on Tony Bennett's new album and previous 
coverage ot K,d, lang at www.advocate.oom 
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Collect 'em all! 

The sizzling spinnings of out lesbian DJs are burning up the dance floor. Our trading cards give their 
fans a chance to memorize stats and trade for their favorites By Margaret Coble 



They may not be pro baseball 
players, but lesbian DJs are 
heavy hitters on the dance 
music scene. Once a field 
completely dominated by 
men, more and more clubs are turn- 
ing to women — and better still, out 
lesbians — to spin the grooves and 
rock the house all night long. 

Tlie Advocate asked dance jour- 
nalist and all-around in-the-know 
club queen Margaret Coble, editor of 
Dance Music Authority magazine, to 
get the lowdown on some of the 
righteous ladies who are making 
sceneslers dance from coast to 
coast. She unearthed enough fun 
facts to spawn what we hope be- 
comes a collectible craze. ■ 



Find out more about these DJs, including links to their 
official sites, at www.advocate.com 




Cfyte* A variety of house 

» music plus high 
energy and trance 



vYork ^ 



Home base: 
Chicago M 



Best-known recording: Her current continuous-mix CO, 
GlobalGroove: TheNewGrooveiCerilaut Entertainment) 
Quote: "Music is an aural form of art It reaches deep inside the 
soul as well as the intellect. It's an artistic expression for me" 
Fun factoid: She was once known as the "Queen of Sleaze," 
referring to her penchant for sexy, down-tempo after-hours music. 



Cfvte* All forms of house 

anHtPrhnn 



Best-known recording: Hit continuous-mix CO 
| Beatblasters (Strictly Hype) 

Quote: "What's up, motherfuckers?" 
Fun factoid: She wears a headlight when she spins. 
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Styto "Everything!- 



.,ase: 
tos 

Angeles 

Best-known recording: Number 1 Billboard hit Pusaka's 
"You're the Worst Thing for Me," and her current corrtinuous- 
mrx CD, Global House Diva 2 Live in Ibaa (UC Music) 
Quote: "People listen to my music to have a good 
time — I vibe off them; they vibe off me." 
Fun factoid: She enjoys dancing to her vintage gramo- 
phone. "It makes me feel like I'm in The Great GatsbyV 
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Home base. 
Miami 

Beach. Fla. ] 



Cfut., Progressive, tribal, 
mfftm, filtered, deep house 



Best-known recording: Remixes of Madonna's "Music" as 
well as her current continuous-mix CO, Inside My Head 
(Max Music) 

Quote: "Anyone that is fallen can be lifted by the right song." 
Fun factoid: She has an 80-year-old grandfather who 
manages a bluegrass band in Virginia 




5tW6* "For boys, vocal, tribal, 
and progressive. For girls, hip- 
hop, R&B, disco, and funk." 



Home I 
base: 
Los 

Angeles 



V 



Best-known recording: Her just-released 
mixCD, The fac^l& Angeles Presents FtaptureiMA 
I Quote: ! gain inspiration through Taoism, my martial arts train- 
I ing, and music. They create balance in my He." 

Fun factoid: She has taught tae kwon do to children and 
adults for seven years. 
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MUSIC 




(1) Ladyfest Midwest, Chicago 

A low-budget, high-energy happening with 
Le Tigre, Tegan and Sara, Amy Ray, and 
scads of others. Listen up, Michigan: Inclu- 
sivity rocks, on and off the stage. 

(2) Rufus Wain wright, Poses (CD) 
No sophomore slump for our man Rufus. 

(3) Melissa Etheridge, Skin <cd) 
Strip away the media hype, and you'll find 
a raw, compelling record underneath. 

(4) Sigur Ros, Agaetis Byrjun (CD) 

Ethereal beauty from the Icelandic cold. 

(5) Suzanne Buirgy, The View 
From Here (CD) Grabs your soul and 
takes it on 1 1 powerful musical journeys. 

(6) Eminem and Elton John (duet 

at the Grammys) Strange bedfellows who 
got everybody talkin' — and groovin'. 

(7) Cathy Richardson, Love, 

Jam's (off Broadway) and Buzzzed 
(EP) Great pipes and great chops onstage 
and fronting the Cathy Richardson Band. 

(8) Matmos, A Chance to Cut Is 
a Chance to Cure (CD) 2 gay guys + 

liposuction loops = smart machine music. 

(9) Dave Hall, True (CD) An ardent 

new disc from the Brooklyn troubadour. 

(10) Pet Shop Boys (reissues) Classic 
CDs become double discs. Big '80s indeed! 
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now 



after us, 

anywhere else is just 
anywhere. 



Key West Business Guild 




to receive your 48-page guide 
to Key West log on or call toll-free: 

888-296-5606 
fla-keys.com/gaykeywest 

Visit America's Gayest City. 
Welcoming and Friendly. 
Gay tourism was invented 
here and we perfect it every 
season. Enjoy a bevy of 
island activities, from 
exotic to erotic. Stay at one 
of our world-famous, 
Key West guesthouses with 
all the amenities and 
plenty of attentive service 
to let you indulge yourself. 
After us, anywhere else 
isjust.. anywhere. 

impressions, Unltd 
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Alexander's 
Guesthouse 

Luxurious, 
For Gay & 
Lesbian Clientele 



800-654-9919 
a lexa nderskeywest. com 
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Island 
House 

Newly 
Renovated, 
clothing 
optional resort 

800-890-6284 
islandhousekeywest.com 

Curry 
House 

Key West's 
First Gay 
B&B 

800-633-7439 
gaytraveling.com/curryhouse 



Fleur de Key 
Guesthouse 

Acclaimed 
Guest Rooms 
and Suites 

800-932-9119 
fleurdekey.com 





RubyS 




Big Ruby's 
Guesthouse 

Wonderfully 
Friendly, 
Exclusively Gay 

800-477-7829 
bigrubys.com 




Pearl's 
Rainbow 

Distinctive 
Resort 
for Women 

800-749-6696 
pearlsrainbow.com 
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Oasis Guesthouse & 
The Coral Tree Inn 

Key West's Most Sought After 
All-Male Accommodations 

800-362-7477 
keywest-allmale.com 




Lighthouse Court 
Guesthouse Resort 

Key West's Largest All Male Resort 

305-294-9588 
lighthousecourt.com 



Key Lodge 

Like Staying 
With Friends 

800-458-1296 
keylodge.com 






Sea Isle 

Guesthouse 



Sea Isle 
Guesthouse 

In The Heart of 
Gay Key West 

800-995-4786 
seaisleresort.com 




Equator 
I Resort 

^ Key West's 
Hottest Men's 
1 * Resort 

800-278-4552 
equatorresort.com 
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Coconut 
&k Grove 

* y For Men 

>j Who 

f///i Love Men 

800-262-6055 
coconutgrovekeywest.com 



Atlantic 
Shores Resort 

Oceanfront 
^■■ a * Adult Resort 
888-533-0468 
atlanticshoresresort.com 

Almond 
Tree Inn 

All New, 
All Welcome. 
12 Block off Duval 

800-298-6159 
almondtreeinn.com 





STARS OF THE YEAR 

Sister act 



All My Children's Eden Riegel 
got expert advice on playing 
a lesbian-from her 
out sister, Tatiana 

By Web Behrens 



TELEVISION 






Sibling revelry: Tatiana Riegel (left) was there to give advice and pointers when sister Eden got cast as Erica Kane's lesbian daughter, 



In the summer of 2000, when Eden 
Riegel won the high-profile role of 
Bianca, the most famous lesbian on 
daytime television, she had an ace 
up her sleeve: her big sister. 
Of course, Riegel didn't know what 
the writers at ABC's AU My Children 
had in store when she auditioned for 



the part — she knew only that Bianca 
was the teenage daughter of the infa- 
mous diva Erica Kane, a character so 
popular that in real life she has in- 
spired two dolls and an autobiogra- 
phy. The great news that Riegel would 
be working closely with Emmy winner 
Susan Lucci (who plays Erica) got bet- 



ter when she found out she'd be play- 
ing the first central character in all of 
soapdom to come out of the closet 

While those two factors have fo- 
cused enormous attention on the 21- 
year-old actress, she was prepared. 
Even though Riegel, who's straight, 
didn't have any personal experience 
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with coming out as gay, her 
sister did. 

Eighteen years Eden's 
senior, Tatiana Riegel 
("Tanya" to her friends) has 
the same father as Eden. 
Though they didn't grow up 
together — Tatiana lives in 
Los Angeles, where she 
works as a film editor, 
while Eden grew up on the 
East Coast — they maintain 
a close relationship, and 
Eden looks up to her sister. 
"She was one of the people 
I was most concerned 
about, wondering what she 
would think of Bianca," 
Eden remembers. 

Although under strict in- 
st ructions not to reveal 
Bianca's secret, Eden told 
Tatiana two months before 
the viewing public found 
out. In a setting worthy 
of daytime drama, Eden 
spilled the scoop the day of 
their father's tlurd wedding. 
(Soap weddings are great 
occasions for revelations of 
matters like illegitimate 
pregnancies and spouses re- 
t urning from the dead.) 
"Eden was very excited 
about it and curious about 
my opinion," Tatiana re- 
calls, adding that she was 
happy for her sister. "And 
then I just thought it was a 
kick that she would be play- 
ing a lesbian — specifically. 
Erica Kane's daughter!" 

But the elder Riegel also 
had some questions. "I did 
have a little twinge of fear," 
she confides, "some con- 
cern that [All My Children] 
would go for some simple 
stereotypes." Eden had the 
same initial concern — but 
she knew enough to ask the 
show's brass some insightful ques- 
tions. "I talked to them about making 
Bianca a three-dimensional character," 
Eden says, "making her very real and 
not defined only by her sexuality." 

Such natural wisdom comes from 
growing up with an out sister. Tatiana 
came out in her early 20s, when ► 




ST. CROIX-USVI 



This is 
Gay/Lesbian Paradise! 

» Spectacular View 

i Beach Snorkcling j 

» Oceanfront Pool \ 

• Friendly & Relaxed 

■ Rooms/Suites w/ Kitchens 



TENNESSEE 



INTERNATIONAL 



Proudly srrving 
gay * tOTbtan community for 20ye.ir\ 

■ 8005242018 

onth*c>e.tcb*vi.icceji.n«t 
www.gjylriiveHn9.com/0nthebMchr 



Renovated & 
Under New Ownership 

250 Seduded Acres j-. 
Breakfast & Dinner Included 
Root • Jacuzzi • Sauna 
Clothing Optional 
Camping » RV Facilities 
Tavern With Karaoke 
Meet New Friends 

"ijjf* TIMBERFELL 

Zj^ Lodge 

A GAY MEN'S RESORT 
800 43701 18 • 423 234-0833 
2240 VAN HlU.RO 
GREENEVIL.LE. TN 37745 

WWW.TIMBERFELL.COM 



FORT LAUDERDALE 



RubyS 




KEY WEST, USA 

(3051 296-2323 
LA PLANIAClON 
MANUEL ANTONIO, COSTA RICA 

(506)777-1332 
L'ORANGERIE 
AIGUES-MORTES, FRANCE 

(33M-66-53-10-23 

1 -800-477-7829 USA/CANADA 

www.BigRubys.com 




Venice Beach 



1 FtMOrt to! Man Out it Ovwtvrt 

Heated PooTGym t 1 1 

' internet & Email Access ■ mm mm * tm* 

1 Clothing Optional Sundae* 

' Gueii Lounga 

1 100 Yards to the Beat* 

954-904-9601 
800-533-4744 
www.vvnrceqtrs.com 
HJ N. fat* U (at TrrMMft fVl iftotim. FL 1»H 



r.TheFlamingoResort.com 

• Steps to the beach 

• Private, 
titrated pool 

• Continental 
breakfast 




Fax *)S4/S68/.!bK8 
1737 Trrramar St., 

fx. 1 rti.ii. a IBM 

rlxniitfulCiewH una 




BiUGAiV TO 



FORT LAUDERDALE 

2831 ViMamar Street 
Fort Lauderdale. FX 33J04 
|TOLL-FREK (877) =565-691 
JURECT (954) 565-6911 
vu u .bri^antinehot 




The City off los Angeles 

HAS A JOB FOR you 



The City of Los Angeles is currently 
hiring for the following positions: 

CLERK TYPIST 
DETENTION OFFICER 
SYSTEMS ANALYST 
ANIMAL CARE TECH 
BACKGROUND 
INVESTIGATOR 
POLICE SERVICE REP 
VETERINARY ASSISTANT 
AQUATIC FACILITY MGR 
WKRS' COMP ANALYST 
COMMUN ELECTRICIAN 
FINGERPRINT ID EXPERT 
PARK RANGER 
PERSONNEL RESEARCH 
ANALYST 
SPECIAL OFFICER 
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT 
MANY OTHERS!!! 

For more information regarding career opportunities with the 
City of Los Angeles and to receive an application: 

Please contact the Personnel Department at (213) 847-9240, 

e-mail us atjobs@per.lacity.org, 
or you may download an application from our City's website at 
www.lacity.org/per. 

Please submit applications in person or mail to: 
City of Los Angeles Personnel Department 
700 East Temple Street, Room 100, Los Angeles, CA 90012 



The City of Los Angeles 
is one of the largest 
employers in Southern 
California, providing a wide 
variety of municipal services 
to more than 4.5 million 
residents. With almost 
40,000 employees, the City 
offers challenging career 
employment opportunities in 
a variety of specialties. 
Working for the City of Los 
Angeles not only provides 
opportunities for 
advancement, but also 
provides one with career 
satisfaction. 



TEMPTATION 

drugs alcohol sex food 



Know how good it feels to take 
back your life. 

>W1 




traditional, straight-run treatment programs. (How can you recover if you 
can't be yourself?) 

But most patients do succeed at Pride. 

Many of our graduates are eager to share the secret of their success. In fact, 
about a third of our new patients are referred to us by Pride alumni. 

Visit www.pride-institute.com and find out why Pride is the place to deal 
with chemical dependency, sexual addiction or other mental health issues if 
you are gay. lesbian, bisexual or transgender. 

Choose to recover where you can be yourself. 



TPRIDE 

INSTITUTE 

800-54-PRIDE 
www.pride-institute.com 

Minneapolis - Fort Lauderdale - Chicago - New Jersey - New York City - Dallas/Fort Worth 



Eden and their brother, Sam, were 
both children. As a result, Tatiana's 
being gay "simply wasn't an issue," she 
says. "I don't honestly recall having a 
specific conversation with them. I 
think by the time Sam and Eden were 
old enough to realize what being gay 
is, I was already out and had a long- 
term girlfriend who was very much a 
part of the family. When she got the 
part, of course, we began talking more 
specifically about certain things." 

Eden acknowledges that her job 
prompted her to think about her sis- 
ter's teenage years in ways she hadn't 
before: "1 had never heard her whole 
[coming-out] story, so it was nice to 
talk about it, to have the opportunity 
to share." 

A year and a half later, both Riegels 
feel the soap has done a stellar job 
with the GLAAD award-winning story- 
line — which was, All My Children cre- 
ator Agnes Nixon has said, inspired in 
part by Chastity Bono's memoir, Fam- 
ily Outing. "On other TV shows, 
everything generally gets wrapped up 
so beautifully in one hour," says Ta- 
tiana, who has become hooked again 
on the .4// My Children habit she'd 
kicked years ago. Because a daytime 
drama can tell stories over long peri- 
ods of time, she says, "you get over 
one hurdle, and you have another. So 
first it was just coming out to Erica 
Kane. Now it's, Is Bianca going to 
date, and how does Erica feel about 
that? They've got very blunt, honest 
dialogue, and they're not dancing 
around issues, so I'm very pleased." 

Her younger sister's celebrity is 
having a ripple effect for Tatiana, as 
acquaintances in Los Angeles try to 
pump her for information about "Les- 
bianca" (as the character has been 
amusingly nicknamed by her on- 
screen nemesis). "People have been — 
this is the perfect term — coming out 
of the closet to me, regarding their 
soap opera watching," Tatiana says, 
laughing. But when they ask for future 
plot details, she doesn't have anything 
to offer: "Eden's pretty good at keep- 
ing her secrets." ■ 

Behrens con tribu tes to the Chicago 
Tribune and to gay papers nationwide. 



Find more information on Eden Riegel and All My 
Children at www.adyQ cate.c oin 
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Copyrighted material 




A remarkable biography of 



that includes not only reminiscences by Divine's 
mother, Frances, but also new interviews with John 
Waters, Ricki Lake, Mitch Whitehead, Mink Stole, 
Zandra Rhodes, and other celebrities, artists, 
friends, and fans who became Divine's extended 
family over the course of his career. 



Also includes over 100 rare or never-before- 
seen photos, including childhood photos, the 

earliest picture of 

rv;..;„» :„ J .till. ,f 




Divine in drag, stills 
from John Waters' s 
earliest films, Euro- 
pean performance 
photos, and snap- 
shots of Divine with 
his family after their 
reconciliation. 



Hglyspn 

U books 

Available at your local bookseller or at 
WWW.ALYSON.COM 
(800) 5-ALYSON 
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BEST 

OF THE 

YEAR 

TELEVISION 




(1) Ellen DeGeneres 

She couched lesbian jokes in a nun's 
habit on Will & Grace, launched her own 
laugh-out-loud, back-to-basics sitcom, 
The Ellen Show, then brought Hollywood 
to its feet with her stunning Emmy hosting 
performance. In case anyone wondered, 
our lesbian Lucy has only just begun. 

(2) Six Feet Under 

As smart as TV dramas get. We dig it. 

(3) Stranger Inside 

Lesbian life — and family — behind bars. A 
major triumph for Cheryl Dunye and HBO. 

(4) Queer as Folk 

There's never been anything like it, includ- 
ing the U.K. original. More, please. 

(5) Me and My Shadows 

Judy Davis as Judy Garland. Executive- 
produced by Craig Zadan and Neil Meron. 
Multiple Emmys. Enough said. 

(6) Boycott 

Out activist Bayard Rustin mentors Dr. 
Martin Luther King in this superb saga of 
the birth of the civil rights movement. 

(7) ER 

The hottest lesbian romance in broadcast 
history ends, but a hot firefighter lights a 
new flame. Smokin'! 

(8) Absolutely Fabulous 

Six new episodes. The name says it all. 

(9) Scouts Honor 

There's nothing more ail-American than a 
Boy Scout who's not a bigot. 

(10) What Makes a Family 

Memo: Buy more Kleenex. 



Few places in the world excite the imagination more than the South Pacific and 
here is an opportunity to visit four of the most fascinating Pacific islands! 




South Pacific In Style 

AFTER A SOJOURN IN TAHITI, EXPERIENCE EASTER ON EASTERTSLAND! 

MARCH 20 TO APRIL 4, 2002 

Tahiti, Moorea and Bora Bora comprise a fabulous getaway and, when coupled with an 
Easter Island tour conducted by Hanns Ebensten, we have the experience of a lifetime. 

We begin our journey in Gauguin's Tahiti, then follow Captain Cook's 1777 course to Moorea 
via spectacular Cook's Bay. For five nights in Moorea and Bora Bora we sleep in over-water 
bungalows and by day explore the Polynesian islands and lagoons. 

We next fly to Easter Island for a three-day Easter weekend exploring the huge stone figures 
which stare sternly, their lips curled in disdain, gazing out to sea. Highlighting our stay is a 
unique Easter midnight mass, celebrated with choirs and pageantry at the village church. 
Hanns Ebensten arranged and conducted the first tourist expedition to Easter Island 35 
years ago and has often returned, introducing Easter Island to new enthusiasts. 

Please contact us regarding this tour and our other fine travel programs for men to the Alps, 
Turkey, the Amazon and Machu Picchu. 



HANNS EBENSTEN TRAVEL, INC 

513 FLEMING STREET, SUITE TWO; KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040, USA 
Toil-Free (866) 294-8174 FAX (305) 292 9665 E-mail: HETravel9aol.com www.HETravel.com 



Books & Publications 

"Marine Spitall". Her unusual adventure with gays. 
On-line and in local bookstores. 

Abercrombie to Versace... 
www.malephysiques.com 

Discounted photography books of the hottest male 
models and male physique photographers. 

"The Boy In The Mirror 

A Seminarian Tale. 1-877-823-9235. 

Business Opportunities 

New England fitness Center 

Gym for sale. Gay owned and operated for twenty 

years. Urban Upscale, 2000 loyal members. 
Excellent investment, long lease, superb location, 
fabulous. Email: bozella@hotmail.com. 
Serious inquiries only. 

Attention! Work From Home 

Earn up to $500-$ 1500 per month PT or $2500- 
$8000 per month FT. Free booklet. Call toll free 
866-253-7424. www.rucashcrazy.com 

ATTENTION: WORK FROM HOME! 

Mail Order Business. Need help immediately. 
$522+/Week PT. $10OO-$40O0/Week FT. Full 
Training. Free Booklet. www.GrabSuccess.com 
303-273-5515 

$$$ Earn On-Line $$$ 

Own a computer. Put it to work. Earn $500-$5000 per 
month. Access: www.healthy-funds.com 



Checks 



VISIBIUTY=I VOLUTION 1-800-771-2419 



. call , Olhrr wyle* 
are d\ jrljble! 
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Check Us dm 



WWW.CHKUSOLT.COM 



Education 



Accredited Universities 

Full credit for life and work experience. Free 
evaluation. All degree levels and fields. Very fast, 
private. Student loans, www.arrc.org. 800-951-1203, 
fax 413-674-9378. 



Employment Offered 

Hairstylist Wanted 

Very upscale salon seeks creative hairstylists and 
manicurists. (818-224-20351 



Etc. 



GAY I SINGLE-A WINTER RETREAT 
JAN 27-FEB 1 IN BEAUTIFUL BIG SUR 

We dream of loving and being loved. Vet growing 
up gay we are taught to deny our need for love, 
support, and nurturing from each other and to shut 
our hearts down. Denying feelings, we lose contact 
with ourselves and others. Join Rob Bauer, find 
your true self, learn what holds us back from 
relationship in the stunning landscape of Big Sur 
on the Pacific Ocean. Enjoy the famed Esalen hot 
tubs, delicious food and company of caring gay 
men. Rob Bauer, CSW, psychotherapist in NY. leads 
workshops throughout America. Esalen: 831-667-3000, 
http://www.esalen.org, Rob: 518- 854-7014, 
http://robbauer.homestead.com 

Films/Videos/Music 

www.Videos4Gays.com 

Home of the $33 Falcon video. Also Jock, Mustang. 
Bel Ami. 

Gifts/Shopping 

www.DonniesPride.com 

Handcrafted pride products make great holiday gifts. 
Jewelry, housewares, candles. 



Sacramento • San Diego • Washington, DC • Long Beach • Phoenix • Cincinnati 




This is a fantastic 

RANCHISE O PPORTUNITY ! I 

For additional information on how you can obtain a 




ar & Grille Franchise ; 

visit our website www.HamburgerMarys.net I 
or call Toll-tree (888) 834 - MAR Y (6279) £ 

%V EAT, DRINK,and be -MARY!™" | 

Ft. La udf rd ale • Las Vegas • San Diego • WuMngtoit, DC ^ 



www.gayoutlet.com 

HUGE selection of gay and lesbian pride items, gifts, 
art, cards, Billy Dolls, lubricant and much more. 
Secure and private. 



I www.QGiftsOnIine.com | 



Known for our superb variety 

Shop online, in real time 



www.4webdirect.com 

Shop for just about every kind of lube. We have 
massage oils, games for couples, gifts, party 
supplies, and more, plus leather and related items- 
something for everyone. 

Hair & Skin Care 
$$$FHOPECIA$$$ 

Guaranteed to save at least $40 monthly on the 
prescription drug for hair loss. HA Direct 
866-873-4247 ext 11 

Health & Fitness 

HERBAL PRODUCTS 

LOSE WEIGHT AND GAIN ENERGY. LIVE A HEALTHIER 
LIFE, CALL 1-800-375-1533 

Bio-Choice Immune Support 

"The undeniable efficacy of this product in 
stimulating, balancing and enhancing immune 
response is by far the most promising hope for 
people living with HIV disease and AIDS I have seen 
in 17 years since I was first diagnosed with AIDS." 
www.mylegacyforlife.net/onespirit 
Distributorships available. 



Internet 



PridePlace.com 



www.gaytravelink.com 

Most comprehensive Gay/Lesbian travel website. 
Best Values. Best Service. 757-867-81/7 



Introductions 



SINGLE? 

Visit: www.gaylesbiansingles.com 



egaymarketplace.com. Auction to buy or sell just 
about anything. Free listings. 

OutRealtor.com... It's About Time! 

Lifestyle, news, sports, shopping, travel, finance, 
weather, real estate and more. 



Meet Guys, Talk Live! 

l-800-PRO-MALE 1-900-820-MENN $1.50/min. 
18+ NPP Reno, NV. 



► relate 



substance over style 
free membership 
risk happiness 
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Interactive IB8B-272-7277 

Otale' Use FKl code 6743 




THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONNECTION 



someone wants to meet you.' 5 " 
1-877-234-MEET 

USE FREE ACCESS CODE S14 

www.Shortmen.net 

Totally free website for men below 57" and their 
admirers. 
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www.teno.com 
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Jewelry 



Your online 
source for 
14K & 18K 
Gold 
anil 
Silver 
jewelry. 

Rings, 
Pendants, 
Pins 
& More! 



Ask about our 

Valentine's 
Special! 



pridestyle.cam 



Parenting 

Surrogate Mothers, Inc. 

The nation's premier surrogate program working 
with gay couples/individuals has dozens of women 
available. Call Steve Life, Attorney 317-996-2000 
for more info, or visit our web site at 
www.surrogatemothers.com 




Growing Generations 

Building Families of Choice 
through Surrogacy for the 
Gay Community 

For a free information packet 
J call (323) 965-7500 or visit us 
uHM.at.ao on the Internet at 
Mtmmiaim www.growinggenerations.com 




Personal Growth 

Coaching/Spiritual Direction 

If you want to live a whole-hearted life, if you want 
to experience the life of your creation, you may want 
to have a coach. For gay men: singles and couples. 
For a free introductory session call Harry Faddis, 
DO., CPCC, at 518-677-2010 or 
www.backdoor.com/ankh/index.html 



worjcjhopj • Rcmexn 

ADVENTURE TlkXVCL 

P£MONXL CK.OWTH 

JHWruxircy • klf MJCOYfUy 
SPmiTj®URNEYS 

600-4 W-3484 • www.spiritjourneys.com 



Psychics 



Amazingly 
\Accuratek 
IPsychic!* 



Call 

;i -88^224-9977; 
-888-411-8511< 



Real Estate 

Buying...Selling...Relocating? 

Call Crossroads Real Estate Referrals today for a 
FREE REFERRAL to a gay Realtor 
anywhere...nationwide. 1-800-4-GAY-RELO 
(1-800-442-9735) 



NATIONAL 



DON'T 

EVEN 

think about buying or 
selling a home without a 
referral to one of our 
Top Gay/Gay friendly 
REALTORS. 

FREE Service Nationwide 

1 00% Confidential 
Read what our Clients Say! 
www.homelounge.com 

www.homelounge.com 



MOVING? 
Anywhere Worldwide 

Local, Interstate & International 

GAYMOVER.COM 

Toll Free 866-MOVE-GAY 



Celebrate life with enlightened 
design options by Deltec Homes. 
Nationwide 

800.642.2508 
deltechomes.com 



NEED A 
REAL ESTATE 
AGENT? 

www.GAY-HOMES.com 

(Don't forget the hyphen!) 

1-877-GAY-HOMES 

Free Referral 
Anywhere in the USA 



ARIZONA 



Historic 
Properties 



rroperties 

A Phoenix, 
Scottsdale t 
Paradise Ualley 



MARIO ROMERO'S 
TEAM 
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The Melcher Agency 

800 332-RELO 

(7 3 5 6) 
www.MarioRomero.com 

SOLD500@ix.nctcom.com 






SCOTTSDALE 



CALIFORNIA 



www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



calTfor 



NIA i UNIKAL 



COAST 



Specializing in Scenic Coastal 
San Luis Obispo County 

B & A REAL ESTATE 

Mike Lyons (213) 740-1242 
cambria8@eorthlink.net 
Also call us lor Downtown LA. condominiums 



Fj 



Palm Springs 
Real Estate? 



CALL ME 



□on Leckie 

Solutions lor Your Desert 
Real Estate Needs 

TARBLLL REALTORS • Palm Springs 
(760)409-7088 • donleckie@yahoo.com 



PALM SPRINGS 



DON • ROGER • BARRY 

18 YEARS CONNECTING 
DESERT BUYERS/SELLERS 

800-831-5391 

we@housestore.org 



Relocating 
to 

San Diego? 



Call Me 



Art 
Huskey 

Over 25 Years as a Top 
Producing Broker in Our 

Community 

Prudential California Realty 

(619) 260-1160 
Email: huskey1@aol.com 




COME TO 

SAN 

DIEGO! 

Residential Sales 
Since 1979! 



^Prudential WGrOUJ? 

1 800 545 6022 

mtris@aol.com 
www.metrosandiego.com 



FLORIDA 



Tampa Bay 



Call for Free Relocation Package 

Toll Free 877-607-0748 

TampaSteveRelo@aol.com 
RE/MAX ACR Elite Realty 
www.HomesOfTampaBay.com 

Steve Farst 



Fort Lauderdale 



Andy Wei s 

Coldwell Banker's 
Top Producer* 

* Sun- Sentinel Jury 8, 2001 



m 



Direct Line: 954-679-9972 
www.AndyWeiser.com 



cabana 




Charming classic moderne renovation 
off Lincoln Road In rne heart ol South 
Beach. The tinest detailing throughout 
Eighl 2br/2ba flats with balconies in a 
resort like setting From S260.000 
Gary Hermes 305 281 .6551 *M[ 
BUI Carson 305 479.4088 tmmaltJ 




Rob Rose 

: ort Lauderdale's Native Realtor 
23 yean cxpenence 

800) Rob-Rose 



www.soulhfloridahome.com 
robroseiasoulhfloridafwme.com 



Sarasota's 
Leader in 
Lifestyles 




Donald Geikie 
(941) 951-6660 




Company 

Hslait.- Broker 



INCOME PROPERTY FORT LAUD 

FOR SALE: PRIVATE TROPICAL GAY HOTEL. PRIME 
FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH. WELL RUN BUSINESS 
FOR 8 YEARS. 17 UNITS PLUS OFFICE. BREAKFAST 
ROOM. & GORGEOUS POOL AREA. $1,685,000. FOR 
SALE: INTIMATE GAY BED & BREAKFAST, LUSH 
LANDSCAPING. TWO SEPARATE HOUSES. TWO POOLS. 
GREAT LOCATION, HOT WILTON MANORS $489,000. 
FOR SALE: LUXURY DEEPWATER APT COMPLEX 
PRIME LAS OLAS ISLES. HIGH INCOME. TOTALLY 
RENOVATED. SPARKLING WATERSIDE POOL AREA. 
SPACIOUS SIX SLIP BOAT DOCKAGE. NO FIXED 
BRIDGES OCEAN ACCESS. $1,895,000. CALL GAYLE 
BORDEN. REALTOR®. COLDWELL BANKER, 
954-525-3355 OR 800-700-6820 

Florida Gay Realtor Referrals 
1-800-346-5592 Toil-Free 

Gay realtors. Every Florida city! Relocating? Buying? 
Selling?? Free Referrals! All 50 states! 
RealtorRet@aol.com 



Ft Lauderdale - Homes to Hotels 

Gregory Isaacs, REALTOR®, with Ocean Wave 
Realty, 954-566-1015, 954-523-4688. 
Email: Gregory4FlaRE@aol.com 

Naples-Bonita Springs-FLMyers 

Adam Janowski. Realtor® Call loll-Free 
1-877-654-5218 E-mail: 
okadam@carlabontenrealty.com 
Carta Bonten Realty, Inc. 



St Petersburg & Beaches 

Buy & sell with confidence. Russ Williams. Realtor. 
Coldwell Banker. 800-786-6927. 

Orlando-Central Florida Realtor 

MDaraio@aol.com. Arvida Realty. Profit from my 
experience Madeline - 800-624-8308. 
www.orlandobuy.com 



KEY WEST 

MABRY BINN1CKER 

REALTOR 

Preferred Properties I 

W:()05)294-3040xl07 
H:(305)294-149) 
E-Mail :Key West 1 RE@anl.com 



MAY I BE YOUR OWN 
FT. LAUDERDALE REALTOR? 

30+ yrs runtime RE. 1,200+ Happy 
buyers & sellers, many Gay! At no cost 
to you, I buyerbroker for you. "I know 
where you should live." Interview 
realtors, few offer my service or 
experience! I Care!!! 
DAN 0'FLAHERTY*RE/MAX 

800-545-2010*24 HOURS 



www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



HAWAII 



www.MauiRealEstate.tv 

Information on most Maui properties. John Hilt. RA. 
Pali Kai Realtors, 1-800-829-6284. 



MASSACHUSETTS 



BOSTON 




Dan Amason 

RE/MAX FM < w . Raal t .< .i. 

Toll Free 24hrs 
800-879-0108. Kxt 720 

www. Ihtnir 1 A nutmiToni 
EMail: daareloAaol 

*wt rm mi mi udlocatkw r*uu** 
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MICHIGAN 



Michigan 
Gerry Banister 

Your Southeast Michigan REALTOR for 14 years. 
248-645-1589. toll free 877-249-6234. Email 
GerryBanister@aol.com. RE/MAX Showcase Homes. 



MINNESOTA 



Minneapolis, SL Paul and Suburbs 

Dave Adams Realtor®. Buying or selling. Relocation. 
Referrals accepted Coldwell Banker Burnet. 
612-924-4351. www.daveadams.net. 



NEVADA 



Brian Brooks - Las Vegas 

Real estate best buys. Free brochures. Brian Brooks 
702-247-4952 Realty Executives. 



NEW YORK 



HATE MOST BROKERS? 

MAKE THE SEARCH FOR YOUR MANHATTAN 
COOP OR CONGO STRESS-FREE! MY 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN 
CAR & AFFILIATION WITH NYCS LARGEST & 
BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM ENABLES ME TO 
SELL $10,000,000+ OF APTS EACH YEAR 
PHILIP ALTLAND, VICE PRES. 
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN 212-727-6105 



OREGON 



Oregon? jbritt@windermere.com 

I'll show you some of Portland's best listings, views, 
water, distinctive homes and great property values. 
)im Britt, Windermere 503-708-6089. 



PENNSYLVANIA 



www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



TENNESSEE 




NASHVILLE, TN 

TONI PACK 
Realtor 

Coldwell Banker 
Professionals 

Toll Free 
l-SOO- 863-8544 
Mobile 615-405-9106 



TEXAS 



AUSTIN, TEXAS 



BILL EVANS 

GRI, ABR, CRS 
I Accredited Bum Representative 
www.blllevans.com 
bill@billevans.com 

800-333-1890, 
^ PIN 1573 



VERMONT 



VERMONT IS WAITING 

VERMONT-Reproduction Victonan on 50 secluded 

riverfront acres. $210,000. 
www.realestatevetmont.com; Mick at 800-243-2401 



VIRGINIA 



www.homelounge.coin 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



WASHINGTON 



SEATTLI 



Relocation Specialists 
25 Years Combined Experience 




f 



Joy Freeman & Dan Doughty 
Your Seattle Area Experts 



206-255-7153 or 206-571-2370 
joyfjoyfrceman.com 
dandcwindermore.com 

Windermere R.E./Wall St.lnc 



Research/Surveys 

"VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDTOR NATIONAL 
SURVET 

Gay men between the ages of 28 and 36 are needed 
to volunteer for a doctoral research study on gay 
men's relationships with their parents. 
Questionnaires can be completed at home or 
anywhere for this important nationwide survey. 

Men who are NOT out to their parents are 
particularly needed to volunteer. For further 
details or to participate, please call toll free: 
1-888-GAY-S0NS (1-888-429-7667) 



Spirituality 



MendingTheWorld.com 

God. Gays, and other Church lies. 

Become a Priest 

Lesbigay persons, serve God and community. 
Distance learning program leads to valid ordination. 
Write; EACA 1379 Park Western Dr. #329. San Pedro. 
CA 90732 

Travel & 

Accommodations 



INTERNATIONAL 



Luxury Travel with Style 

Worldwide Destinations 
The BEST! Fun • Casual • Refined 



^LJ DavidToun.com 

W Toll free 888.723.0699 
csrmiNMo www.DavidTours.com 



www.GayMexicoExperts.com 



Lyford Cay, Nassau, Bahamas 

New home, fully furnished. Call for a brochure 
954-561-4450 Email: Jallen3766@aol.com 



British Virgin Islands 

Charming, tiny beachfront hotel with 11 cabanas 
and casual waterside restaurant on almost 
uninhabited Cooper Island. Great snorkeling and 
SCUBA. Established over 16 years. $9541 55 double. 
Brochure: 800-542-4624; Fax: 413-863-3662; 
www.cooper-island.com 

Turtle Cove Resort, Australia 

Downunder's great gay resort at Cairns in tropical 
North Queensland. Private beach. Barrier Reef and 
rainforest tours. Restaurant. Bar. All facilities. Fun 
and sun at the best location South of the Equator. 
Tel: 617-4059-1800, Email gay@turtlecove.com.au 
Web: http://www.turtlecove.com.au 



NATIONAL 




New 
for 
2002 
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www.damron.com 
800-462-6654 



ALASKA 



Guided Kayak Tours 

View Seals. Sea Lions, Whales up close, in beautiful 
Sitka, Alaska. 907-747-8996. 
Email@kayaksite.com. 



ARIZONA 



Tucson - Tortuga Roja Men's B&B 

Southern Arizona's resort for men. Desert/mountain 
view rooms/adobe cottage. 800-467-6822. 
redtrtl@tortugaroia.com, http://tortugaroja.com. 



CALIFORNIA 




Fantastic San Francisco View! 

Above Castro Street. 1 & 2-bedroom suite. Low rates! 
415-241-0425. www.terraceplace.com 

Long Beach B&B 

Walk to beach. All rooms with private baths. 
www.beachrunnersinn.com. Toll free 
1.866.221.0001. 

Bed And Breakfast 

Roger's Place. San Francisco - Nob Hill. $45.00. 
415-441-5191. Where fantasies come alive! ! 
E-mail: sfuncler@aol.com 



PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 




The gay 
& lesbian 
hotel for 
everyone. 



800-843-6908 
www.violasresort.com 



PALM SPRINGS PARADISE 

Warm Sands location with mountain views. 
1 bedroom 2 bath guest suite, sleeps 4. 
Clothing optional Pool and Spa. 
joelarmoe@aol.com 760-323-9576 



COLORADO 



www.GayRockyMountains.com 

Travel, recreation, special events. 



FLORIDA 



Gay and Lesbian Bed and Breakfast 
Club 

A B&B for $15 per night. List with G&L Bed and 
Breakfast Club. 305-453-0242 

www.GayFtLauderdale.com 



DAYTONA CONDOS-DIRECT 
BEACHFRONT 

IGLTA member from $330/week. 
(.daytonaoceanfrontcondos.com 386-295-9276 



HAWAII 



Hana 

Accommodations/Plantation Houses 

Affordable, clean, private cottages aiong 
the beautiful Hana Maui coast. 
www.hana-maui.com 
1-800-228-4262 



Molokai 

Your Private Island 

F3eautilu! E3eachfront Condo 
Miles of secluded beaches 
1-800-228-4262 



Hawaii-Kauai Waterfall B&B 

Kauai's newest, most elegant, private B&B. Relax in 
pool/whirlpool spa overlooking Wailua River's 
spectacular waterfall. 808-823-9533/ 800-996-9533. 
Hank, 5783 Haaheo St., Kapaa, HI 96746 

Pu'ukala Lodge - Kona 

Spacious suites from $75 with breakfast served. 
Convenient to town, beaches. Real estate services 
available. www.Puukala-lodge.com. 888-325-1729. 



LOUISIANA 



Coccinelle B&B - New Orleans 

Upscale, quiet, romantic inn with Southern charm. 
Toll free 877-446-4442. www.coccinellebandb.com 



MASSACHUSETTS 



Land's End Inn - Cape Cod 

Perched atop Gull Hill, commands a panoramic 
view of Provincetown Harbor and Cape Cod Bay. 
Call 800-276-7088 for brochure. 



NEW YORK 



Beautifully furnished Manhattan apartments. 
$488+ weekly, convenient, safe, 800-724-9888, 
212-724-9818. Email: McMeen@333w88.com 
Web: http://www.333w88.com 



ST. CROIX 



American Caribbean 



CORMORANT 



GAY OWNED VACATIONS 




Round-trip Air 

from the cont'l. USA 
& Canada served 
by AA & US Air 



■Jights 

"dbl. occupancy in 
Superior room 

Airport 

ground transport 
on St.Croix 

Day Sail Snorkel 

trip to Buck Island j 
National Park 



See web site lor details & restrict ions 

8 0 D . 5 4 8 - 4 4 G 0 



TEXAS 



South Padre Island, Texas 

The New Upper Deck Hotel + bar. Clothing optional, 
17 rooms, bunkhouse, pool, jacuzzi, 1/2 block to 
gay beach, year round, www.newupperdeck.com, 
spiup@aol.com 956-761-5953 





Fort Lauderdale Beach 

High Speed Internet Access 
Luxurious Business Suites 
Continental Breakfast 
Oceanview Sundeck 
Fitness Center 
Tropical Spa 
Heated Pool 




1.800.818.1211 



WWW.GRANDRESORT.NET 
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Unpolarizing ourselves 



It's going to take us all a while to accept this, but if 
we as gay people are going to maintain a vibrant 
intellectual community, sooner or later we'll have 
to admit the truth: The gay culture wars are over. 
By this I mean the internecine ones, the nasty feuds that 
have polarized the gay crowd for the past decade. I don't 



mean the fight for equal treatment 
in the straight world. That'll go on 
as long as there are breeders and 
queers — which is to say, forever. 
Unless, by chance, the predicted 
nuclear/smallpox endgame comes 
to pass, in which case we'll all be 
mutants anyway and we'll have 
more important things to do. 

But as for the civil wars in Bab- 
ylon, they're done. Because as 
much as the 1990s were about 
high-profile activism and main- 
stream cultural visibility, they 
were also about leg stretching and 
elbow throwing in our own back- 
yard. And when all the shouting 
was over, we sifted, more or less, 
into two camps: the virtually nor- 
mal and the troubled with normal, 
the squares and the perverts, the 
radical middle and the far left. 
Whatever. It's all gotten very re- 
ductive by now — and stale. 

In the early '90s, Andrew Sullivan, 
Bruce Bawer, and Camille Paglia, 
among others, said what needed say- 
ing at a time when no one else was 
saying it, giving rise to the now all- 
too-commonplace but erroneous 
label "gay conservative." (Paglia, for 
one, is a self-declared Democrat.) 
Hardly a surprising mischaracteriza- 
tion of these provocateurs, given 
that back then, even more than now, 
a gay man was considered right-wing 
if he didn't shave his balls and a gay 
woman was considered bisexual if 
she used a tampon. 

That was then. This is now. The 
gay landscape of ideas is different 



today. What's been said has been 
said, and it's time we stopped reiter- 
ating it. The arguments for and 
against gay marriage, gay pride, 
queer identity, hate-crimes laws, and 
linking AIDS and promiscuity have 




been made and remade once too 
often — not in the outside world, per- 
haps, but here, inside the movement 
Our intramural Zeitgeist has moved 
beyond the left/right dichotomy; we 
just haven't caught up with it yet. 
The debate has degenerated, for the 
most part, into name-calling and per- 
sonal attacks. That's what happens 
when boredom sets in. And, as far as 
I'm concerned, it has — in spades. 

I'm starting to feel the same gut- 
tural distaste for the terms politically 
correct, identity politics, and post- 
modernism as I once did for patri- 
archy and hegemony. I realized this 
recently when I was asked to partici- 
pate in a panel discussion, the topic 



of which was supposed to be the gay 
future. They were calling it "The 
Third Way" or some such, and that 
seemed refreshing to me. Not conser- 
vative. Not liberal. Just solid center. 
Right on, I thought That is, until the 
organizer suggested I title my talk 
"Beyond Lesbian." 

How appropriate, I thought. And 
how disappointing. It was the exact 
title I'd given the very first opinion 
piece I ever published. That was in 
1996. It was fresh then. Now it 
smells like an old cheese. Nothing 
could be more retrograde, and if 
that's where we're headed, we'd 
better quit while we're ahead. 

After all, the whole point of 
picking apart the crusty Stonewall 
activist model had been to create a 
new model to fit the times. By the 
early '90s it had become clear to 
anyone who had extracted his 
head from the sand that the old 
ways and means were outmoded. 
They needed shaking up. 

So some of us shook. And it 
worked for a while. But now that 
paradigm is starting to feel as hack- 
neyed as its predecessor, and if we 
let that happen, then what will 
have been the point of the last 10 
years? If we stay on the present 
course and coast on the same old 
swill, we'll be as guilty as Martin Du- 
berman's generation of getting stuck 
in the mud. Worst of all, we'll have 
given up on the lifeblood of any think 
tank worth sustaining: new ideas. 

We might start by forging a mid- 
dle course between Michael War- 
ner's and Andrew Sullivan's falsely 
polarized views on the queer indi- 
vidual in society. They need not be 
incompatible. We can believe in the 
mainstream rule of law and make it 
work in our favor while still being 
antiestablishment enough to say 
that "normal" is just a cycle on a 
dishwasher. ■ 



When all the shouting was over, we sifted into two camps: the virtually 
normal and the troubled with normal, the radical middle and the far left. 
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ABSOLUT PRIEST. 
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